
The 
Messenger 

 
From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 
Lessons in Communication 

 
Many of you know that my little dog, Zack, lives 
his life warily at times, especially around small 
children and strangers. Sometimes he stays 
bravely near me when children come and go, 
but more often than not he hides under the 
nearest desk with his tail tucked tightly 
between his legs. Little children don’t 
understand why he runs. They just want to pet 
him, to give him love. Somewhere along the 
way in his life, small children must have given 
him reason not to trust and he has never 
forgotten that. 
 
As we have welcomed the Zumba class into 
our building, Zack is getting to meet some of 
the children who come with their moms each 
day. I want to explain to the moms why Zack 
runs and hides when their children only want to 
see him or pet him (things I would welcome if 
Zack would only allow it!). My Spanish 
vocabulary and more significantly my 
confidence with trying Spanish are both limited, 
but I try. “El perro es [The dog is]…and then I 
try to act out “afraid.” After a few tries, we 
figured out the word. I discovered though that 
one has to be careful to pronounce the 
Spanish word for “afraid” very carefully or 
something very different will be communicated. 
In this case, we got the message 
communicated rightly. 
 
Communication in every case is about 
building a bridge from one heart to another. 
It’s the deep goal of every conversation, every 
word shared on the reader board, in a text, on 
the phone, face to face. I realized yesterday 
that even a grocery list can be a bridge building 
set of words... “Would you pick this item up at 
the store for me? We are almost out.” Even 
that can build a bridge of care between two 
people. 
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Our Season of Spanish program is about 
building bridges too. It’s a way for English 
speakers to learn and become comfortable 
with simple Spanish conversation tools so that 
we can go beyond, “The dog is afraid of the 
children,” to other more meaningful 
conversations. 

  
Messy Church is another way of building 
bridges with those who may not have 
experienced church before in their lives. Read 
more about Messy Church in this newsletter. 
 
Our God is all about meaningful 
communication. Even as we approach Easter 
and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead, we remember that it would not have 
been possible or necessary without Christmas 
and the miracle of the Word becoming human 
(John 1). God gives us the greatest example of 
communication that builds bridges—He not 
only learned the language, He wrapped himself 
in human flesh and took on all of the human 
condition including pain and sin. 
 
We have a deep connection to the greatest 
bridge building story the world has ever 
seen. May we continue to learn how to 
communicate it, live it, and most importantly, 
build bridges because of it. 
 
Joyous to be on the journey with you, 
 
Pastor Karen 
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Scripture and Sermons for  
April 2017 

 
April 2, 2017  
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130  
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 
 
April 9, 2017 
Palm/Passion Sunday    
Liturgy of the Palms    
Matthew 21:1-11  
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29    
Isaiah 50:4-9a     
Matthew 26:14-27:66    
Liturgy of the Passion 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 27:11-54 
 
April 13, 2017      
Holy Thursday     
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14   
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19     
I Corinthians 11:23-26    
John 13:1-17, 31b-35    
April 14, 2017 
 
 Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25 
John 18:1-19:42 
 
April 16, 2017  
Easter Sunday-Resurrection of the Lord 
Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Colossians 3:1-4 
John 20:1-18  
 
April 23, 2017  
Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Psalm 16  
I Peter 1:3-9 
John 20:19-31 

 
April 30, 2017       
Third Sunday of Easter 
Messy Church 
Walking with Jesus     
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
I Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 
 

Finance 

 
March was better than February with income 
exceeding expenses by about $2,200.   The 
generosity of our members continues to be 
amazing. My recommendation is for us to send 
$2000 toward apportionments which puts us 
well ahead of what we accomplished last year 
through March.  We have a long way to go yet 
this year, but let’s all be thankful in the moment 
and prayerful for the ability to stay on pace for 
the rest of this year.  We have a special extra 
offering appeal planned for Easter that you 
should be watching for. 
 
A couple of members are using the online 
giving regularly.  You can access the Vanco 
solutions online portal from the CUMC web 
page.   Look for the donate button.  It is not 
difficult, but if you need assistance with this 
option please ask at the office or catch me or 
Jill Kahle on a Sunday.   This allows you to use 
a debit card or credit card.   There is an option 
to add 3% to cover the processing charges for 
this giving option.  You can use this for regular 
giving or special offerings. 

 
The organ is getting some overdue 
maintenance as many things need to be 
addressed.  This work should be done before 
Easter.  We are fortunate to have the foresight 
of church leaders setting up dedicated funds 
for organ maintenance that will be used to 
cover this significant cost.  I am not a musician, 
but I suspect we will all notice the difference 
when the work is done. 
 
As a part of our mission as the "Whole Life 
Learning Place" we are recognizing how to use 
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or church building for more of the community.  
We have seen an increase in outside usage 
that is coordinated through the church 
calendar.   In many cases this results in church 
use donations that supplement our income.   
The church use fee schedule was updated 
recently with plans to review this regularly 
going forward.   Some nonprofit groups use our 
facility at no charge as a part of our community 
ministry. 
 
 

Redeemable Recycling 
 
April 1st, we are getting a raise.  Redemption 
value for all the cans and bottles doubles.  I 
have been saving a few full bags to turn in 
later.   Some containers that were not 
previously redeemable will now be.   Look at 
the containers and they will be marked with the 
OR redemption value.  We are directing this 
income to our Volunteer In Mission account 
and church leadership will be directing a 
specific project in the future.  I try to bring the 
special  empty green bags to church most 
Sundays, but you can always drop them in the 
designated can in the church kitchen. 

 
 

Relay For Life 

 
We are being encouraged to sign up the 
CUMC team for this event on June 24th.  We 
have had a strong presence at this event for 
many years.  The location and event format is 
entirely new this year.   Downtown at Waite 
Park, starting with a dinner event and survivor 
activities, this event will last for about 5 hours 
from start to finish.  Imagine the luminaria 
event in this setting.  This format seems to 
make participation much easier than the all day 
format.   I would like some feedback, fairly 
quickly, from those who have been on the team 
before and anyone else about us having a 
team.   Send me an email at 
dahliafan57@gmail.com or give me a text 
message or call me at 503-367-1122. 
 

The need is great and the opportunity to join 
with our community with a new format, a new 
location and a new leadership team is now.  
Will you join me? 
 
Mark 
 

New Ministry at CUMC: 
Season of Spanish 

Summer 2017 

 
Canby UMC believes fully in being a  “Whole 
Life Learning Place” in our community. We 
have a significant number of Spanish speaking 
residents in Canby and a desire to connect to 
that community exists. Second language skills 
for English and Spanish speaking community 
members prove to be a barrier to those 
connections. 
 
To that end the “Season of Spanish” new 
ministry is focused on the following goals. 
 

Communication that lowers language 
barriers.   

 Development and improvement of Spanish 
language skill in English speakers. 

 Development and improvement of English 
language skill in Spanish speakers. 
 

Connections:  Individual English speaker and 
Spanish speaker pairs. 
 
Twice weekly 90-minute lessons over eight (8) 
weeks provide safe respectful practice of a 
second language between English-Spanish 
speaking pairs. Pairs and small group sessions 
allow room for personal connections. Seeking 
to learn another person’s language is a 
powerful personal commitment and a doorway 
to their culture.   
 
Community is strengthened when language 
and culture are jointly shared and celebrated. 
Cultural context deepens as people study, 
practice and interact together. Shared learning 
situations can build trust that enables inclusive 
vision and respect. 
 

mailto:dahliafan57@gmail.com
callto:503-367-1122
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Time frame for the new ministry: 
 

Time Frame: 8 weeks mid June 2017 to mid 
August 2017: 2 - 90 minutes lessons per week. 
 

Marilyn de Gatica, Pastor Karen Shimer, 
and Judy Zettergren 
Organizing committee 

 
Messy Church 

  
 
 

Messy Church…I was intrigued enough with 
the name to attend a workshop in Newberg 
and share my experience with the Church 
Council.  A few of us experienced a Messy 
Church worship time in Eugene in February. 
 
Messy Church is an interactive, participatory 
time of worship based on integrating faith, 
family, friendship and food.  The Church 
Council is excited to work with Pastor Karen to 
try our own Messy Church format at CUMC.  
The first Messy Church worship is scheduled 
for  April 30, working witht he theme of Walking 
with Jesus.  This would be a great opportunity 
to invite grandchildren, neighboring families 
and children.  We will enjoy our regular 5th 
Sunday potluck as well. 

Bob Cambra  

UMW 

 
On Saturday March 4, the United Methodist 
Women began their new meeting format of 
hosting the women of CUMC on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month at 1:00 pm.  The goal 
is to enable working women to also attend this 
group’s meetings and programs. We began by 
reading "Our Purpose".  There were ten 
present in the Sanctuary, with a PowerPoint 
program about UMCOR.  Presenting was Louis 
Walton from the Newberg UMW.  Jill Taylor 
took care of the AV portion of the program.  We 
learned a lot including how to make Layette 
Kits (for babies), School Kits, and Personal 
Kits!  These Kits are sent to any domestic or 
international disaster.  UMCOR has 
warehouses full of these kits and they are 
constantly sending these kits along with other 
items with the first responders.  We closed with 
a prayer and moved to the Fellowship Hall for 
coffee, tea, goodies and further Questions. 
 
The next UMW General Meeting will be on 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 at 1:00 pm.  We will 
meet at the church and then carpool to Hope 
Village for a tour.  Geni Pittelkau and Bess 
Milhauser will be our guides.  We will visit the 
Assisted Living section of the campus and 
deliver some Care Bears to them.  When we 
return to the church, snacks will be served 
followed by a Board meeting. 
 
The officers for 2017 are President, Sharon 
Perez; Secretary, Deanna Johnson; Treasurer, 
Julie Chapin; Reporter, Jan Whitcomb; and 
Social Action, Shirley Wright. 
 
Sharon Perez, President 
Jan Whitcomb Reporter 
 

.  
 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Home
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Bits & Pieces 
 

Challenge Reminder 
 

How are you doing on your 30-Day Kindness 
Challenge?  The deadline is April 12, but it is 
never too late to do one act of kindness or 
generosity for someone.   
 

The Care Team 
 

In the month of March the Care Team provided 
25 rides to folks who needed transportation to 
doctors offices, etc. 
 
The real stories are with the individuals helped. 
 Ask Phyllis Stuart-Meyer about transporting a 
young Hispanic (39) mother in extreme pain 
preparing for back surgery. Forty-seven cards 
were sent out to those who were in need of a 
word of cheer and encouragement.  At least 11 
phone calls were made and 4 very important 
home visits!  Ask Peggy Yeats  which Church 
members she visited this time 
. 
We feel like the lucky ones.  We receive so 
many blessings!  I'm sure many more of you 
see the need for Jesus out there. 
. 
Thank you!, 
Sharon 
 

April Birthdays 

 

2nd Geneva Cook 

17th Eric Laitinen 
18th Lori Cunningham 

19th Geni Pittelkau 
 
 

Greeters for April 
 

April 2  Jan Whitcomb 
  Diana Trujillo 
 
April 9  Gerri Ballas 
  Jill Taylor 
 

April 16  Del & Gail Hildreth 
 
April 23  Jill Kahle 
   Phyllis Thompson 
 
April 30  Diwght & Bobie Knapp 
 

Coffee Hour for April 
 

April 2  Geni Pittlekau 
  Bess Milhauser 
  Karen Joy 
  Phyllis Stuart-Meyer 
 
April 9  Laura Oldenkamp 
  Audrey Oldenkamp 
  Dennis & Judy Elvey 
 
April 16 Lori Cunningham 
  Sheila Brown 
  Joe & Sharon Perez 
 
April 23 Bob Cambra 
  Peggy Yeats 
  Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 
  
April 30 5TH SUNDAY POTLUCK 
  Sheila Brown 
  Jill Taylor 
  Judy Elvey 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canby United Methodist Church 
1520 N Holly St., Canby, OR 97013  
503-263-6419, canbyumc@canby.com  
Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc  
Pastor – Karen Shimer  
Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica  
Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter, Stephanie Cook 
Custodian—Roy Morales 

mailto:canbyumc@canby.com
http://www.canby.com/canbyumc


April 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
  

 
 
 
 

     
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
GR: J. Whitcomb, 
D. Trujillo 
CH: G. Pittlekau, B. 
Milhauser, K. Joy, 
P. Stuart-Meyer 

 Tea at  
Cutsforth 
Thriftway  
2-3 pm 
 
 

   UMW 
Gen. Mtg. 1 
pm, Hope 
Village Tour, 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
GR: G. Ballas, J. 
Taylor 
CH: L. Oldenkamp, 
A. Oldenkamp, D. & 
J. Elvey 

Palm Sunday 

 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway,  
2-3 pm 
Trustees TBA  

 Wesleyans 
@ S. Perez, 
1 pm 
 
Holy 
Thursday 

 
 
Good Friday 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
GR: D. & G. 
Hildreth 
CH;L. Cunningham, 
S. Brown, J. & S. 
Perez 

Easter Sunday 

 
 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway  
2-3 pm 
 
 

 Care Comm. 
10 am 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
GR: J. Kahle, P. 
Thompson 
CH: B. Cambra, P. 
Yeats, M. & L. 
Oldenkamp 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway  
2-3 pm 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

    

30       
GR: D. & B. Knapp 
CH: 5

th
 Sunday 

Potluck:  S. Brown, 
J. Taylor, J. Elvey 

Messy Church 

      

 
 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 

Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Tu. Evening 5:30 pm 

 

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/palm-sunday
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://img.clipartfest.com/dc7e9748181c7f1b2d5f5435ef79e558_easter-clip-art-easter-religious-easter-clipart-images_354-480.jpeg&imgrefurl=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/cc3256d25a265a4c89cf2c6a9dfd734a5e826baf/religious-easter-clipart-images.html&docid=EZx0NjH7rDL5YM&tbnid=MGq5_O4wkUP35M:&vet=10ahUKEwjdlrWGy4nTAhWrgVQKHShxA6IQMwhyKCIwIg..i&w=354&h=480&bih=626&biw=1280&q=easter religious&ved=0ahUKEwjdlrWGy4nTAhWrgVQKHShxA6IQMwhyKCIwIg&iact=mrc&uact=8

