
The 
Messenger 

From The Pastor’s Desk….. 

“It’s Friday.  But Sunday’s coming.” 
A phrase made famous in the 1950’s by 
African American preacher S.M Lockridge 
tells the Easter story in a nutshell. The 
disciples were as down as they could get 
on Friday, turned inward, sad, in hiding, 
wondering where they would end up 
after Jesus was crucified and carried 
away.  

Sure, there had been lots of promises: 
“You destroy this temple and I will raise 
it up in three days (John 2:19) and “For 
just as Jonah was three nights and three 
days in the belly of the whale, so for 
three days and three nights the Son of 
Man will be in the heart of the earth 
(Matt 12:40). And just as many 
questions and misunderstandings. 
Knowing human nature, it is easy to 
imagine that the disciples remembered 
only part of what they  had learned when 
they were with Jesus. 

Saturday all that was left was waiting. 
Trying to worship. Maybe going through 
the motions just to help the day pass 
more quickly.  

Sunday, released from the observance of 
the Sabbath, Mary goes to the tomb to 
finish preparing Jesus’ body for burial. 
Sunday has come and with it a most 
unexpected surprise. The too-heavy 
stone is rolled away, Jesus’ burial shroud 
and clothes are neatly folded, and the 
Miracle Working master is nowhere to be 
seen. She runs to get Peter and John.  
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They come, they look, they go to tell 
others. Longing for clarity about what to 
do, she lingers at the garden and meets 
the one she thinks is the gardener. After 
a moment o f conversa t i on , she 
recognizes this man as her beloved 
Master, Jesus. And her walk with Him, 
indeed her life, is never the same. 

It feels a bit like Friday around us. Many 
in the crowds are mostly shouting things 
that just don’t make sense. What used to 
be true and non-negotiable in our lives, 
in our relationships, in our country, in 
our practices of morality and ethics are 
no longer true. The nature of church and 
the following of Christ has changed so 
much.  

It feels to me like we have faced the 
Friday. Change has come. Strong, 
courageous, steady disciples linger to 
rediscover what it will mean to follow 
Jesus once Friday has come and gone.  

It seems like Saturday and so we wait. 
We worship, we carry on our faithful 
connection to God and to God’s people. 
We serve, we give, we connect, we care. 
We reach out to those around us as we 
are able.  And we wonder what’s coming 
next. When the dawn approaches on 
Sunday morning, what will we find? 

It will dawn like every other morning. We 
will go about our business as usual. But 
something will show us clear evidence 
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that a Resurrection has come. The old 
will have changed, been laid down, and 
the new will have taken it’s place.  

How will we know when it is finally 
Sunday? How wil l we know what 
Resurrection looks like? It might be like 
what happened with Mary. We might not 
recognize it right away. She thought 
Jesus was the gardener.  

“I can’t see you, Lord. Where have you 
gone? What is happening here?” 

We experience this three day dying, 
waiting, rising process on a personal 
level, in our relationships with each 
other, with family, in our community of 
faith. It is hard. It causes us to seek God 
more deeply. “Tell me where he has gone 
so I might go and find Him.” But the 
Resurrection cannot come without the 
death. It is impossible.  

And in God’s economy, what comes with 
new life is ever so much better than 
anything that we have might have held 
onto from the past.  

The journey from Friday to Sunday is 
never easy. But it is worth it. 

I invite you to take some time this month 
to be quiet. To go in search of Jesus. To 
discern where you are in this process 
personally, and where we are as a 
community of faith. When you have had 
some time to discern, and the Holy Spirit 
has given you clarity, call me, email me, 
text me and we’ll set up some time to 
talk. I want to hear how God is speaking 
to you and through you. Together I 
believe we can hear God’s voice and 
discern our next steps as a congregation.  

Waiting with you, Pastor Karen 

Scriptures and Sermons 
April 2018 

During the season of Easter, we will be 
celebrating the gifts of a mature life and 
looking for God’s direction in using these 
gifts to bless each other and the 
community in general. 

April 1, 2018 
Easter Day 
Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
John 20:1-18  

April 8, 2018 
THE GIFT OF EXPERIENCE  
Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133  
1 John 1:1-2:2  
John 20:19-31  

April 15, 2018 
THE GIFT OF READINESS 
Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4  
1 John 3:1-7  
Luke 24:36b-48 

April 22, 2018 
THE GIFT OF CULTIVATION  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:5-12     
Psalm 23  
1 John 3:16-24    
John 10:11-18 

April  29, 2018 
THE GIFT OF COMPLETION  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21  
John 15:1-8 
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Each of the four focus areas can be addressed 
through ministries in the local congregation, in 
the larger community, or via global programs 
sponsored by GBGM. 

Many churches in the Cascadia District are 
already involved in ministries that address 
the four Abundant Health focus areas.  
Churches promote healthy nutrition using 
community gardens, food pantries, nutrition 
and cooking classes, and healthy snacks 
during Sunday school or Vacation Bible 
School.  Churches host yoga or tai chi classes, 
exercise groups, walking clubs, and indoor play 

opportunities for preschoolers that promote 
physical activity.  Some churches have 
counselors on site or provide educational 
opportunities that promote mental health.  And 
many, many churches host twelve step 
programs that support people struggling with 
drug or alcohol addiction.  These are just some 
examples of the ways that our churches are 
already participating in Abundant Health. 

1. The first step in the initiative is gaining an 
understanding of our starting point.  We can 
then measure our progress, expanded 
ministries, against this baseline.  A survey is 
being conducted that will help the Oregon-
Idaho Conference establish this baseline.  
You can participate in the quick and easy 
survey by clicking here. 

2. The next step is increased or expanded 
participation in Abundant Health ministries.  
Indicate your commitment to Abundant 
Health by registering your congregation at 
www.umcabundanthealth.org/abundant-
health-sign-up/  And for more information or to 
sign up for a bi-weekly newsletter, see 
www.umcabundanthealth.org.  If you have any 
questions, contact Emilie Kroen, Oregon-Idaho 
Conference Abundant Health coordinator, at 
abundant.health@umoi.org. 

Working together, we can build on the success 
of No More Malaria to promote the Abundant 
Health that contributes to the Abundant Life we 
are meant to live. 

Peace, 

Paula 
Paula Sadler 
Cascadia District Lay Leader 

P.S. - The Conference United Methodist 
Women a re l i f t i ng up the Abundan t 
Health Program in a fun way -- they are 
traveling around the world in 80 days!  Learn 
more at www.umoi.org/umw  It might be a fun 
thing to do at your local church! 

!
Believing that Christ came so that we can 
have abundant life, the United Methodist 
Church embarked upon a multi-year project to 
end malar ia, the “No More Malar ia” 
campaign.  Funds were raised, bed nets and 
medications were distributed, and the global 
incidence of malaria and malaria-related 
deaths were reduced.  The General Board of 
Global Ministries (GBGM) realized that 
malaria is only one barrier to enjoying 
abundant life.  

Building on the success of No More 
Malaria, GBGM has broadened its focus to 
tackle more issues that stand in the way of 
abundant life.  This new initiative is called 
Abundant Health. 

Abundant Health is a global initiative and 
seeks to involve every ministry setting and 
agency.  The initiative focuses on four areas: 

• Nutrition 
• Physical Activity 
• Mental Health 
• Prevention of Drug and Alcohol Abuse
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Finance 

March was a great month for our 
income.  Renna reports that after 
covering payroll and month end invoices 
we are able to send $2,500 toward our 
shared ministry obligation.  That is a 
significant improvement over February.   
Your generous support makes the work 
of the church locally and globally happen. 

The One Great Hour special offering for 
UMCOR administrative support was $310 
from CUMC. 

First quarter giving statements will be 
distributed around mid month.   If you 
do not get yours at church or by email, it 
will be snail mailed.  

Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
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On Saturday, March 10th the United Methodist 
Women gathered at the church to prepare the 
Fellowship Hall for a wedding.  At noon we all 
crawled into two vehicles and headed towards 
the Shriners Hospital. 

We were met there by Ron Gamble, a Shriner 
from Canby, who gave us a tour of the place.  
What a remarkable place!  Artificial limbs for 
children, play rooms, an auditorium, a 
cafeteria, an impressive x-ray room 
that takes 360 degree images of a child (the 
child just needs to sit or lay there).  There are 
quarters for family members also. And so much 
more!  We were so struck by the generous care 
they offer children..  

An enormous thank you to Deanna Johnson for 
setting up the tour.  On Saturday, April 14th, the 
UMW will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 
1:00PM to discuss Environmental Justice.  
Afterwards we will have snacks (provided by 
Geni P. & Bess M.) and a much needed Board 
Meeting. 

Thank you ladies, 
Sharon Perez 
Deanna Johnson 
Julie Chapin 
Jan Whitcomb 
Shirley Wright 
Geni Pittelkau 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Aprll  12 - Wesleyan Circle will meet at 
Karen Joy’s home at 1:00 p.m.  Remember 
to bring your lesson Book - Fully Awake 
and Truly Alive.

April 14 - UMW will meet at the church at 
l:00 p.m.  The program, will be on 
Environmental Justice.  

April 20 or April 21, 2018 - Columbia and 
Cascadia District of the United Methodist 
Women are having a Spiritual Retreat  at 
the Alton Collins Retreat Center.  For more 
information talk to our UMW President - 
Sharon Perez.

The Care Team 

In the month of March, 2018, we made and 
delivered 13 Easter Baskets for our shut-ins, 5 
for our Sunday School children and 2 more for 
our Pastor and Marilyn! 

Altogether we sent out 95 cards, made 16 
visits and 12 calls, and finally and transported 
groups 3 times.  A big HURRAY to all of our 
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church members for contributing to the Easter 
baskets with cards and goodies!! 

He is risen! 

Your Care Team 

Recycling 

March was another good month for 
recycling.  We have an over $150 
balance in our Bottle Drop account which 
I will redeem and deposit as soon as the 
kiosk is fixed at the Oregon City location. 

See me for green bags or bring them in 
your other bags and we will keep turning 
them in for those dimes that add to 
dollars. 

Mark Oldenkamp 

Bits & Pieces 

Community Garden 
Spring Cleaning Day 

Saturday, April 7, 2018 
9:00 am ’til late afternoon. 

Lunch provided at noon courtesy of the  
Community Garden fund 

Sandwiches, chips, cookies 

Jobs for everyone… 
Prepare plots for planting, 

Refresh walkways, 
Clean up garden area. 

A great way to get involved in the community and 
prepare the soil for lots of growth. 

Plots are available for this season’s planting.  Come 
ready to sign up and get some seeds in the ground. 

Coffee Hour Schedules 

Just to give an update on my experience of 
doing multiple weeks of coffee hour.  Originally 
I had planned on doing the month of January 
on my own, but ended up splitting the time with 
Sarah Seale.  I found I could watch for sales 
and plan for either two weeks or four weeks at 
a time.  The down side:  I think two people 
would make it easier for the set up/serving/
cleaning.  Soon I will be preparing the schedule 
for July - December---if you are interested in 
doing multiple weeks at a time and even want 
specific dates let me know and I can make it 
happen. A huge thank you for helping with our 
coffee hour each Sunday,  

Other info: 
     We are still embroidering tea towels for the 
annual Bazaar in November--if you would like 
to embroider one towel or a set just let me 
know. We choose fairly easy patterns. 

Sheila Brown 

Greeters for April 

April 1 Peggy Yeats 
  Diana Trujillo 

April 8 Gerri Ballas 
  Shirley Wright 
   
April 15 Del & Gail Hildreth 

April 22 Jill Kahle 
  Judy Cooley 

April 29 Dwight & Bobbie Knapp 

Coffee Hour for April 

April 1 Easter Breakfast, 8:45  am -   
  9:30 am 
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April 8 Laura Oldenkamp 
  Audrey Oldenkamp 

April 15 Sheila Brown 
  Joe & Sharon Perez 

April 22 Bob Cambra 
  Peggy Yeats 
  Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 

April 29 All Church Potluck 
  Sheila Brown 

April Birthdays 

17th Eric Laitinen 
18th Lori Cunningham 
19th Geni Pittelkau 
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April 2018 

Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

Canby United Methodist Church 
1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 

503-263-6419, www.canbyumc@canby.com 
Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 

Pastor – Karen Shimer 
Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica 

Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter,  Stephanie Cook  
Custodian – Roy Morales

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Easter 
Breakfast, 
8:45-9:30 am 
GR: P. Yeats, 
D. Trujillo 

Tea at 
Cutsfoth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 

Garden 
Cleanup, 
9:00 am

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
GR: G. Ballas, 
S. Wright 
CH: L. 
Oldenkamp, A. 
Oldenkamp

Trustees 
1:00 pm

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

Wesleyan 
Circle will 
meet at Karen 
Joy’s home at 
1:00 p.m.

UMW will 
meet at the 
church at 1:00 
pm

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
GR: D. & G. 
Hildreth 
CH: S. Brown, 
J. & S. Perez

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

Care Comm. 
10 am 

UMW 
Spiritual 
Retreat, 
Alton Collins 
Retreat CTR.

UMW 
Spiritual 
Retreat, 
Alton Collins 
Retreat CTR. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
GR: J. Kahle, J. 
Cooley 
CH: B. Cambra, 
P. Yeats, M. & 
L. Oldenkamp

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm

Newsletter 
Deadline

29 30
GR: D. & B. 
Knapp 
Fifth Sunday 
Potluck 
S. Brown
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