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Messenger 

 
From The Pastor’s Desk….. 

 
Year 8 for Pastor Karen and Canby 

UMC in ministry together! 
 
Eight is the number of new beginnings! 
  
You are part of several new things at 
Canby UMC: 

• a new pie display case, bought in 
part with Sid Brown memorial 
monies, to store the cold pies at 
the fair booth;  

• a new freezer much needed to 
replace an ailing freezer;  

• a new thermometer for one of the 
kitchen ovens.  

• a group of 14 folks with a new 
confidence in their ability to 
communicate in Spanish because 
of our eight week Season of 
Spanish classes. 

• a more meaningful connection with 
the Iglesia Apostolica 

o Tamales for the Block Party 
o Help with our yard and 

irrigation system 
o Help with our Spanish class 

• a second Messy Church adventure 
on July 30 featuring the story of 
David and Goliath 

• an opportunity to bless the Canby 
School District through prayer and 
personal messages of compassion 
and peace (see the article “Rockin’ 
the Message of Love” 

 
You are also part of ministry 
continuing in the community as well 
as beyond the local church: 

• continued adult small group 
studies:  Sundays - the Gift of the  
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• Years and Tuesdays Bible around 

the table at Cutsforth’s Thriftway 
• weekly worship and fellowship 
• financial gifts to support the local 

church budget 
• shared ministry to the UM 

connection -  we have paid 50% of 
our apportionments by the end of 
June!  

• Coming soon…the Pie Booth at the 
Clackamas County Fair.                           
Make pie, transport pie, serve pie, 
sell pie, bring a smile to many 
people! 

 
New beginnings give us a chance to 
embrace learning in a deeper way. 
I’m reading a book right now called, 
Falling Upward by Richard Rohr. The 
introduction is so deep, I haven’t made it 
past that yet. This quote connects me to 
a deeper understanding of new 
beginnings: 

 The soul has many secrets. 
They are only revealed to those 
who want them, and are never 
completely forced upon us. One of 
the best-kept secrets, and yet one 
hidden in plain sight is, …the way 
down is the way up….In Scripture, 
we see that the wrestling and 
wounding of Jacob are necessary 
for Jacob to become Israel 
(Gen.32:26-32) and the death and 
resurrection of Jesus are necessary 
to create Christianity. (pp. xvii-
xix).  
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As we celebrate the beginning of a new 
year together, let’s also look for God’s 
leading, God’s refining, and God’s 
deepening of our souls, our community 
of faith and our kingdom work.  
 
Joyfully part of God’s work with you, 
Pastor Karen 
 

Scriptures for August 2017 

August 6, 2017  
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 32:22–31 
Psalm 17:1–7, 15  
Romans 9:1–5 
Matthew 14:13–21 

August 13, 2017  
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28 
Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22, 45b  
Romans 10:5–15 
Matthew 14:22–33 

August 20, 2017 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 45:1–15 
Psalm 133  
Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32 
Matthew 15: (10–20) 21–28 

August 27, 2017   
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 1:8–2:10 
Psalm 124  
Romans 12:1–8 
Matthew 16:13–20 

September 2, 2017  
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 3:1–15 
Psalm 105:1–6, 23–26, 45c  
Romans 12:9–21 
Matthew 16:21–28 

 

Rockin’ the Message of 
Love  

 
You are invited to join me in a project to 
bless every employee of the Canby 
School District! Read this description 
from the Chamber of Commerce office: 
 

Canby School District is planning to 
welcome ALL staff to the 2017-
2018 school year on August 29. 
Over the last three years, staff 
members received swag bags 
loaded with coupons, novelty 
items, and small gifts from many 
local businesses. On opening day, 
we hand out 550 swag bags! It is a 
positive way to welcome back our 
staff and an opportunity for local 
businesses to show their 
generosity and support. Staff has 
looked forward to items such as 
free drink coupons, buy one-get-
one-free coupons, pencils/pens, 
candy, etc. 

 
I am inviting CUMC to be a part of this 
blessing for district staff with a small 
rock painted with a message of love and 
encouragement, accompanied by a short 
description of who we are as a 
community of faith. The rocks and 
materials are being donated. 
Here’s how you can be a part of this 
outreach: 

Sunday, August 6th you can 
• Pray over the rocks during 

worship 
• Help stuff the bags with 

message cards 
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Tuesday, August 8th at 3:15 
(Fellowship Hall) 

• Help paint rocks with words 
and creative designs 

o Ideas for designs 
provided 

o Creativity welcomed 
• Add clear coat to painted 

rocks 
 

I know we are close to fair time and 
many of you are busy preparing for that 
outreach. I am hopeful that those of us 
who need a creative break in an air 
conditioned place, can take an hour or so 
to help with this project and give a 
blessing that may reach hearts in ways 
we may never see. 
 
Please pray for this outreach and come 
be a part of it if you can! 
 
Pastor Karen 
 
 

Let Me Introduce Myself! 

As we begin a new adventure 
together I wanted to tell you a bit 
about myself.  I 
am a native 
Oregonian, born at 
Lakeview.  My 
family moved to 
Portland when I was 
almost two and I  

DS Tim Overton-Harris 

lived there until I went off to college. I 
grew up in North East Portland and 
attended Benson High School, graduating 
in 1976. (Those who have done the math 
might have figured out I am 58 years 
old). I went to Willamette University, 
graduating with my degrees in Religious 
Studies and History. I then moved across 
the country to Boston where I completed 

my Masters of Divinity at Boston 
University School of Theology in 1983. I 
stayed on in Boston for a couple more 
years and worked for an organization 
based on the Gray Panther’s model doing 
housing work for poor and elderly folks. 
While in Boston I met and married Amy 
who hails from upstate New York – 
Binghamton to be exact. We moved to 
Oregon in 1985, me to serve as the 
Associate Pastor at Oregon City UMC and 
Amy as pastor at Carus UMC. In 1987, I 
moved to serve the Estacada and 
Marquam UMCs (a 61-mile round trip!) 
While there we celebrated the birth of 
our first child, Elizabeth. In 1989, I 
moved to become the Associate Pastor at 
Morningside UMC in Salem (I was the 
first male associate for a female senior 
pastor – Kate Conolly – in our 
conference) and Amy moved to Keizer: 
Clear Lake UMC. While serving in these 
churches we had two more children – 
Petter and Nicholas. In 1994, we moved 
to La Grande, Oregon to job share that 
appointment and share household and 
parenting duties for our family. In 1999, 
we moved to our present home in Aloha, 
Oregon and served Christ UMC in Cedar 
Hills, again as a job-sharing situation. In 
2003, Amy became pastor of the Tongan 
Fellowship in the Lents area of Portland 
and I became solo pastor at Christ UMC. 
In 2004, I moved to Vermont Hills UMC 
in the SW hills of Portland while Amy 
moved to Trinity UMC in SE Portland. In 
2011 Amy moved to Tualatin UMC where 
she presently serves. I served at 
Vermont Hills UMC for 13 years and now 
have become your District 
Superintendent. 
  
Our children (I am not as old as my 
children make me!) are all adults now. 
Elizabeth is married to Robert; they live 
in Hood River where Robert is on faculty 
at the Columbia Gorge Community 
College and they have two children. 
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Petter just finished his second year at 
the College of Osteopathic Medicine of 
the Pacific – Western University of Health 
Sciences located in Lebanon, Oregon and 
begins his rotations this summer. Nick is 
going to Willamette University Law 
School and begins his second year there 
in August. Peter will be living at home 
this year as many of his rotation sites 
are in the Portland area. Also living with 
us are 5 dogs and 2 cats. In my free 
time I like to read, play video games, 
watch movies and TV. Amy and I love to 
get away to the coast. We relish time 
with our family. I love to cook – I am a 
cook not a chef as a chef creates unique 
meals while a cook follows a recipe – and 
Amy’s biggest complaint about my taking 
this appointment is that I won’t be able 
to cook dinner as often. Projects around 
the house and the routine things of life 
keep us busy. 

I look forward to the opportunities 
that will come for me to get to know 
you and for you to get to know me 
better. Please pray for me as I move 
into this new phase of ministry and 
pray for our District as we move into 
a future filled with possibility, 
change and challenge.   

If you have a concern, want to meet, or 
if I can be of help in any way, please be 
in touch.  

My email is tim@umoi.org and the 
district office phone number is 503-
581-3969. May God bless you and may 
our work together bear much fruit 

FINANCE 
 
Again in July we were able to cover our 
expenses and also to have some to send 
toward our shared ministry 
obligation.  The fifth Sunday helped a 
little and we will send $750 for July. The 

financial support of the Block Party was 
very helpful in covering the food and 
supplies expenses.  Thanks to those that 
helped in this way as well as helped with 
making the event possible.  Our 
partnership with our Hispanic Church 
friends was very successful. I 
have turned in another $90 in recycling 
money.  Everyone should have received 
your second quarter giving statement. 

  
Refrigerated Pie Display 

 
Last month I shared the vision of being 
able to replace the refrigerated pie 
display case for the cream pies at the 
fair.  We did receive some additional 
Memorial Gifts remembering Sid Brown 
and his passion for Methodist 
Pie.   Various church leaders have 
selected a replacement unit that will be 
delivered to the fairgrounds in early 
August.  The funding at this time was 
arranged to come from the Sid Brown 
Memorial Fund  of approximately $400 
and was supplemented with funds from 
the closure of the petty cash fund (just 
under $500). For the moment, the 
balance has been completed with 
recycling funds.  Any additional Sid 
Brown Memorial Funds will be used for 
this new display case and those dollars 
will be put back into the recycling 
fund.   The total cost was $1260. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
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Trustees 
 

• The fellowship hall door hardware is 
replaced/finished properly. 

• Irrigation leaks are fixed with the help 
of a member of the Hispanic 
congregation who volunteered to fix 
the leaky irrigation issues.  The 
requisite parts were in the shed.  
 
So two projects off the plate I believe.  
 
Judy Zettergren 

 
 
 

 
 
Our next UMW Meeting will be on 
Saturday, September 9th, at 1:00 
pm.  We will be talking about "Our Big 
Beautiful Biblical God".  The topic comes 
from the UMW's magazine RESPONSE.  
We will be discussing the power of words 
and the many names for our God in the 
Bible. Come join in the discussion and 
learn something new (I sure did!). 
 
We will enjoy goodies, followed by a 
Board Meeting (all are welcome for that 
too). 
 
In God "the Rock's" name, 
Sharon Perez 
 
Sept. 14 - Wesleyan circle will meet at 
Sharon Perez home at 1:00 pm.  
 

 
 
We are getting a brand new pie display 
refrigerator for our fair booth.  It is to be 
delivered Aug. 7th.  Sid Brown's memorial 
funds will be used.  Additional donations 
for this project will be appreciated. Sign 
up sheets are in the narthex.  Please 
check the box next to your name if you 
are walking in. Admission tickets will be 
available starting Aug.6th.  
 
Apples peeling will be Sat. Aug. 12th.  We 
don't know when the peaches will be 
available.  The church kitchen needs 
cleaning in the next 2 weeks.  That date 
will be announced soon.  Busy few weeks 
for the kitchen crew.  Let Shelia Brown 
know if you can help. There will be a short 
meeting August 6th during coffee hour to 
bring everyone up to date with fair week. 
  
We are hoping for cooler weather during 
fair week.  The fair is only 5 days this year 
so we really are guessing what that will 
do for pie sales. Looking forward to a 
successful week. 
 
Bobbie Knapp 
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Care Team 
 

June and July have been months of 
vacations and trips. For the month of 
July we sent out 31 cards and made 6 
calls. 
 
We lost Barbara Myers and Francis Crim 
this summer.  Our hearts and prayers go 
out to Roger Myers and his family,  
and to Del and Gail Hildreth and their 
families.  
 
We will be continuing our CARE TEAM 
meetings in September.  Thank you to all 
who reach out to a member of our 
church family and to others. 
 
Blessings! 
Sharon Perez 
 

August Birthdays 
 

1st Kai Laitinen 
2nd Lynn Shafer 
3rd Zander Laitinen 
5th Judy Cooley 
16th Barbara Lanning 
24th Leta Bunnell 
 
 

Greeters for August 
 

Aug. 6 Gerri Ballas 
  Phyllis Stuart-Meyer 
 
Aug. 13 Del & Gail Hildreth 
 
Aug. 20 Bess Milhauser 
  Geni Pittlekau 
 
Aug. 27 Joe & Sharon Perez 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour for August 
 

Aug. 6 Peggy Yeats 
  Gary Burgin 
  Jill Kahle 
  Judy Cooley 
 
Aug. 13 Ken & Deanna Johnson 
  Jason Padden 
  Lynn Shafer 
 
Aug.  20 (Pie anyone?) 
  Dennis & Judy Elvey 
  Sheila Brown 
  Sharon Perez 
 
Aug. 27 Bess Milhauser 
  Geni Pittlekau 
  Karen Joy 
  Nori Zieg 
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August 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 

       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
GR: G .Ballas, P. 
Stuart-Meyer 
CH: P. Yeats, G. 
Burgin, J. Kahle, 
J. Cooley 

 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 

Trustees 
TBA 
 
Rock Painting 
3:15 pm in FH 

 Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 
 
 
 

  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
GR:D. & G. 
Hildreth 
CH: K. & D. 
Johnson, J. 
Padden, L. Shafer 

Pie Prep Pie Baking & 
Fair Booth 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
GR: B. Milhauser, 
G. Pittlekau 
CH: D. & J. Elvey, 
S. Brown, S. 
Perez 

 

 
 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

  
 
 

  

27 28 29 30 31   
Gr:J. & S. Perez 
CH:B. Milhauser, 
G. Pittlekau, K. 
Joy, N. Zieg 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

 


