
The 
Messenger 

 
From The Pastor’s Desk….. 
 

 
 

Christmas - A strange way to save the 
world. There’s a song by that title that 
caught me way back in February. That 
would be good for Advent, I thought, and 
here we are now, ready to begin a new 
church year and tell the amazing story of 
God alive in Jesus one more time.  
 
Recently someone came up to me in the 
parking lot on a visit to the garden to 
gather the last of this year’s tomatoes. 
“I’ve finally really said yes to God,” she 
said. “But the part I still don’t get is how 
Jesus’ death made a difference in how 
God looks at us. I mean, doesn’t he love 
us anyway? Why does Jesus’ death so 
important in all of this?” 
 
Right away my mind started listing 
Atonement Theories from a seminary 
Basic Theology. I remember writing 
about them and wondering about them 
and trying to figure out the answer to 
this question. What did Jesus’ death 
really do? Maybe it seems strange to you 
to ask that question at this time of year,  
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the time when we wrap baby Jesus in a 
blanket and put him in the manger full of 
hay. But the Incarnation, the God made 
flesh event, is only the beginning of the 
story. We wrap it up in the burial clothes 
of Good Friday and discover the empty 
tomb on Easter morning. How does it all 
work, really? 
 
The simplest answer I would give now 
that I’ve had a chance to think about it is 
this: From before time, God has loved 
humans and when the first two humans 
thought they could handle life without  
 
God’s love and God’s help, He already 
had a plan to woo them and us back to 
His heart. For thousands of years, God 
longed to walk on the earth with people - 
he showed up in a cloud, in a pillar of 
fire, he spoke through the prophets, he 
sang over the earth in creation. And then 
He came Himself and walked on the 
earth. You probably know how the story 
unfolded: He walked and healed and 
taught and loved. Then He was killed and 
buried. And rose from the dead. God 
Himself satisfied His own requirements 
for reconnection. Because He already 
knew humans couldn't do it alone.  
 
The whole story is strange, isn’t it? Not 
at all how one would expect God to be.  
 
So, the chorus of this song that I’ve been 
thinking about since February goes like 
this: 
 And Joseph said, “Why me, I’m 
just a simple man of trade? 
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 Why Him (the baby Jesus) with all 
the rulers in the world? 
 Why here inside this stable filled 
with hay? 
 Why her (Mary), she’s just an 
ordinary girl? 
 
Why God? Why this plan from before the 
dawn of time? 
 
I go back to the discussions from Basic 
Theology and discover once again that 
the Atonement theories don’t satisfy my 
heart. I might find a resting place for my 
mind, but my heart still asks, with 
Joseph, “Why this way, God?” 
The clearest answer I can hear is this: 
Because I have loved you from before 
you were born and this was the only way 
it would work. Trust me on this one. For 
what I needed and for what you needed, 
this was the way forward. Walk with me, 
would you? Just take my hand and walk 
with me.  
 
During Advent this year, we will be 
looking at these questions Joseph asks in 
this song:  Why Joseph? Why a baby? 
Why a stable and Why Mary? If you want 
to hear the song, check out this YouTube 
link: 
  https://youtu.be/iKYfzax-sNk 
 
A few years ago, I lead communion as a 
mime, acting out the story, with the help 
of a narrator. Some people do not realize 
that the Great Thanksgiving prayer 
carries in words the whole story of God’s 
redeeming love. When they saw it 
dramatized, with no words, they were 
unsettled by the fact that the mime 
would go beyond the baby in the manger 
to Holy Thursday and Good Friday. That’s 
not what Christmas is about, they said. 
 
Oh but it is…  
 

During Advent we will celebrate 
communion 3 times (John Wesley would 
be excited about that!) December 3rd 
will be a regular communion celebration 
as part of our worship time. December 
10, I will be enacting the mime 
communion as part of our worship. This 
is a powerful representation of God’s 
story of salvation. If you have someone 
in mind who might be touched by this 
unusual celebration of communion, invite 
them to join us. And then on Christmas 
Eve at 7, we will celebrate communion 
around the manger, embracing anew this 
very strange way in which God has 
chosen to save the world.  
 
My prayer for you is that you will seek 
and find your heart’s answer to the 
parking lot question, “What difference 
does all of this make?” May you know 
Him more deeply and because of that 
shine your light more clearly. 
 
Looking forward to living in the story 
with you, 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

Scriptures for December 2017 

Lectionary Scriptures for  
December 2017 

 
Other Scriptures may be used in worship, 
but these are excellent for daily 
devotions and heart preparation for 
Christmas.  
 
Dec 3, 2017  
First Sunday of Advent, Year B  
Isaiah 64:1–9 
Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19  
1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
Mark 13:24–37 
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December 10, 2017 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1–11 
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13  
2 Peter 3:8–15a 
Mark 1:1–8 
 
December 17, 2017  
Third Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 
Psalm 126  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
John 1:6–8, 19–28 
 
December 24, 2017  
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 
Luke 1:47–55  
Romans 16:25–27 
Luke 1:26–38 
 
December 24, 2017 
Christmas Eve  
Isaiah 9:2–7 
Psalm 96  
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1–20 
 
December 25, 2017 
Christmas Day  
Isaiah 52:7–10 
Psalm 98  
Hebrews 1:1–4 (5–12) 
John 1:1–14 
 
December 31, 2017 
Watch Night/New Year  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Psalm 8  
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Two More Opportunities… 
 

 
Each year at this time, 
SPRC sponsors the 
Staff Christmas 
Gift as a way for each of us 
to show our thanks-giving for all the hard work 
and dedication of our church staff.  Envelopes 
were provided in the bulletin on Sunday, 
November 26, and will also be available on 
December 3 and December 10 for you to use 
for your donation.  This is our opportunity to 
give to those who give to us all throughout the 
year: 
 
Pastor Karen Shimer 
Renna Marcus, Treasurer 
Marilyn Gatica, Admin. Assistant  (volunteer) 
Wes Nutter, Accompanist 
Trena Nutter, Organist 
Roy Morales, Custodian 
Stephanie Cook, Accompanist 
 
Sarah Seale, Chair 
 

FINANCE 
 

I just got the November end of month 
financial summary and we are blessed 
with some amazing good news.  We will 
send $4,000 toward apportionments this 
month!  Read it again, $4,000.  We 
have a very good possibility of paying 
100% of the apportionment this year, 
which is absolutely God at work here at 
CUMC.  I am not going to look back to 
determine how many years it has been 
since we paid 100%; it has been quite 
awhile. 
 
December will be here by the time you 
read this.  We have five Sundays this 
year with the last day for 2017 
contributions on December 31st.  I 
encourage you to check your pledge 
payment status for this year and to plan 
to complete that by this date.  We are 
receiving Staff recognition gifts currently, 
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and we will have a special apportionment 
extra giving opportunity in mid 
December.   Remember that Vanco is 
available 24-7 via the donate button 
access from our church web page. 
 
The stewardship drive culminated with 
the receipt of 2018 pledges on November 
12th.  Normally there are pledges that 
arrive later and we encourage those who 
might not have been present to turn in 
their pledge to still do so.  We have 
about 40-45 that pledge typically and 
over a third of these were able to 
increase their pledge for next 
year.  There is understanding of 
individual changes in life circumstances, 
but we are witnessing the support of the 
CUMC ministry through faithful 
giving.  Again, we are thankful for our 
many blessings.    
 
We completed the budget for next year 
and it was approved by Church 
Council.  Overall, we estimate about 
$2,000 less income with expenses about 
the same as 2017.  The use of the 
church building is growing and providing 
financial resources that we have not had 
previously. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 

 
Endowment 

 
We are sending about $1,700 to the 
endowment soon.  This is the allocation 
from the preschool income as well as 
other gifts.  Our endowment has grown 
to nearly $30,000 since inception.   This 
endowment can grow to someday 
provide a good amount of annual income 
for church needs.  Please remember the 
CUMC Endowment in your estate 
planning. 

 
 

Trustees 
 

Taking care of our church is a work in 
progress.  As the building ages, there are 
numerous things to fix; just as we age, 
there are numerous things to fix.  So 
with our new Trustees organizational 
structure, it is hoped that if you learn of 
a specific “fix it” issue and you are 
experienced in that issue, that you will 
come forward to do the repair. Here are 
some possibilities: 
 
• Rebuilding of the kitchen dishwasher 

frame. 
• Repair of the glass faucet in the FH 

sink area. 
• Muscle power to move furniture. 
• Bathroom door stall lock repositioned 

in Women’s Restroom. 
• Speed adjustment on the Sanctuary 

fan. 
• Update of the hearing assistance 

devices in the Sanctuary. 
• Dawn to dusk lighting on portico. 
 
Is there something in this list that fits 
your skills.  Let Pastor Karen or Judy 
Zettergren know.  We would all 
appreciate your help. 
 

 
 

We 
gathered 

on the 
4th to 
finish our 
plans for 

the Fall Bazaar on the Nov. 17th & 18th. 
The Bazaar was such a huge 
success!  Sheila Brown headed up our 
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kitchen effort. With her guidance the 
Turkey Casserole was delicious (the 
secret is in the broth!). The broccoli 
salad was made by Karen Joy; YUM!  The 
coleslaw was made by Julie Chapin, so 
good! The cranberries were cooked from 
scratch.  People wanted more!  Sheila 
made the apple crisp.  She also made 
turkey and wild rice soup and Deanna 
Johnson made butternut squash 
soup!  She also made darling decorated 
cupcakes!  Geni Pittelkau, Shirley Wright, 
Jan Whitcomb and others made cookies, 
jams, candies and breads.  It was a 
popular spot! 
 
Deanna's daughter, Molly and her son-in-
law Steve, took care of the drinks and 
"manned" the Food Cashier. We made 
$400 on the drinks and food alone!  It 
wouldn’t have been as enjoyable without 
the singing and guitar playing by Michael 
O'Rear!  
 
Altogether, after paying all of our 
vendors, we made about $1,500! I want 
to thank our vendors, Del Hildreth, Bess 
Milhauser, Jackie Preuitt, Trena Nutter, 
Leta Bunnell, Laura Oldenkamp with 
PEO, Deanna Johnson, Jan Whitcomb and 
Shirley Wright for "manning" the UMW 
goodies and Tea Towels! 
I also want to thank our Main Cashiers 
Julie Chapin, Mary Ann Brown, Gerri 
Ballas, Lynn Schaffer and Bess 
Milhauser! A very important job!   
 
Judy Zettergren--thank you for being an 
extra monitor besides myself. Del 
Hildreth, Joe Perez and Bob Cambra--
thank you for doing the heavy lifting and 
the dishes!  Thank you, dear 
Congregation, for all your donations!   It 
takes a Church Family to get it done. 
 
Blessings and much love, 
Sharon Perez 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

December 2 - UMW meeting is canceled 
 
December 8 - Food preparations for the 
Tea at 10:00 a.m. at the church. 
 
December 9 - Annual Christmas Tea at 
the church at 1:00 p.m. 
 
December 14 – Wesleyan Circle at 
Shirley Wright’s home at 1:00 p.m. 
 
December 25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
January 13, 2018 - UMW Meeting 1:00 
p.m. at the church. 
 

Recycling 
 
Still going steady.  I turned in $85 in 
November.   Most of you are asking for a 
green bag on Sundays, but I take all 
redeemable recyclable bottles and cans 
even if not in the green bag.  This fund is 
growing and will be available for extra $ 
as new needs arise. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
 

Care Team 
 
During the month's of October and 
November we sent out 41 cards, made 
15 visits and called 11 people! We also 
transported 6. We are now focused on 
filling Christmas stockings for our "shut-
ins".  Please take time to sign Christmas 
cards available in the Narthex to put in 
special Christmas Stockings not on 
display!  We get to do it as a Church 
Family! Yeah! 
people.   



 6 

 
 
The recipients are Dena Kersting, Amy 
Ackerman, Ken Thompson, Phyllis 
Thompson, Gwen Schweitzer, Bob 
Peebles, Ken Dworschak, and Beth 
Sheller. 
 
Thank you for your help, 
Sharon Perez 
 

Let’s Celebrate!!! 
 

As a community of faith we have done 
some amazing things this year: 

• Hosted Zumba classes and Spanish 
classes. 

• Put up a Little Library by the picnic 
shelter that’s being used. 

• Hosted the Imani Melele Children’s 
choir from Uganda. 

• Made pies, carried pies, cut pies, 
served pies!  

• Shared testimony of God-
Sightings, offered prayers, 
attended growth groups. 

• Have given of time, energy, and 
resources. 

• Have given of finances –we may 
get close to paying 100% of our 
apportionments for the first time in 
many years.  

• And more…. 

 
How about a P-A-R-T-Y!!!! 
What do you like most about a party?  
Decorations? Food? Music? Games? 
Conversation? 
 

Sunday, December 31 is a day to 
CELEBRATE! 

 
During worship, there will opportunities 
to say thank you to leaders, friends, each 
other. After worship, we will share in a 
potluck meal together, giving thanks for 
God’s abundant blessings in 2017 and 
welcoming the Adventures God has for 
us in 2018. 
 
Will you do your part to make this an 
incredible celebration?  Bring your 
favorite party food. Think of something 
to add for our decorations. A party can 
never have too many balloons! We’ll 
need party napkins and plates… 
 
One thing to remember—we are throwing 
this party for each other. Even though 
there may be a small group in charge of 
making the potluck happen, we all can 
help with décor, set up, and clean up. It 
is a community party to celebrate God’s 
great work among us. 
 
Let’s have a party!!!! 



 7 

Bits & Pieces 
 
You may have already noticed that the 
Internet at CUMC is not working and has 
been sporadic for the past few days. We 
are aware and are working on it. We are 
in the process of researching and 
probably making a change in phone 
service providers and once that decision 
has been made final, it may take a week 
or longer to make the change and get 
new equipment installed and systems 
functional again.  
 
For those who use the church’s internal 
computer network, this also affected. 
This means we face some limitations in 
access to stored documents or programs. 
The data is not gone, just harder to 
access at this time.  
 
Thank you for your patience while we 
work on this. You will be notified when 
the systems are up and running again. 
We apologize for any inconvenience.  
 
If you have questions, please email the 
church. Church email can be accessed off 
site. You may also use this address to 
contact me: ks.shimer@gmail.com. The 
phone is still working so you are 
welcome to leave a voicemail if need be. 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

Deck the Halls 
 

When you come to church this month, 
you will enjoy the lovely Christmas 
decorations in our sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall.  We plan to decorate on 
Tuesday, December 5, at 10 am.  Please 
stop by and give a helping hand to deck 
our halls! 
 
 
 

December Birthdays 
 

4th Julie Chapin 
6th Bob Harrington 
9th Kristie Vande Kamp 
11th Kiana Sweeney 
19th Hans Laitinen 
20th Sharon Fisher 
21st Ron Parsons 
24th Gerri Ballas 
25th Del Hildreth 
 Forest Lanning 
28th Beth Sheller 
 
 

Greeters for December 
 

Dec. 3 Diana Trujillo 
  Leta Bunnell 
 
Dec. 10 Heidi & Mara Laitinen 
 
Dec. 17 Tim & Kristie VandeKamp 
 
Dec. 24 Dennis & Judy Elvey 
 
Dec. 31 Phil & Sarah Seale 
 
 
Coffee Hour for December 

 
Dec. 4 Laura & Audrey Oldenkamp 
  Lynn Shafer 
  Sheila Brown 
 
Dec. 10 Ron & Shelly Parsons 
  Sharon Trimble 
  Kiana Sweeney 
 
Dec. 17 Jill Kahle 
  Lori Baker   
  Judy Cooley 
  Judy Zettergren 
 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
  (No Coffee Hour) 
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Dec. 31 Fifth Sunday Potluck 
  Sheila Brown 
  Sharon Perez 
  Dennis & Judy Elvey 
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December 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

   
 

 

   No UMW 
meeting this 
month. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
GR:D. Trujillo, L. 
Bunnell 
CH: L. & A. 
Oldenkamp, L. 
Shafer, S. Brown 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 
 

  Prep for Tea 
10 am 

UMW 
Christmas 
Tea 1 pm 

 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

GR: H. & M. 
Laitinen 
CH: R. & S. 
Parsos, S. 
Trimble, K. 
Sweeney 
 
 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees 
TBA 
 

 
 

Wesleyan’s @ 
1 pm at 
Shirley 
Wright’s 

 
 
 
 

 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
GR: T. & K. 
VandeKamp 
CH: J. Kahle, L. 
Baker, J. Cooley, 
J. Zettergren 
 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

 Care Comm. 
10 am 
 
 
 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
GR: J. & D. 
Elvey 
CH: No Coffee 
Hour 
Christmas Eve 
Service 7 pm  

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 
 

  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 
 
 
 

31 
Gr:  P. & S. Seale 
Celebration 
Fifth Sunday 
Potluck: S. Brown, 
S. Perez, D. & J. 
Elvey 
 

      

 
 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

 


