
The 
Messenger 

From The Pastor’s Desk….. 

 The Word became flesh. God communicating 
with his human creatures in the most powerful 
way there is. To step not only into our shoes, 
but our skin. And not only as a grown up but to 
start the process like everyone else does, 
totally helpless, wearing diapers, nursing, 
crying because there were no words yet. The 
Word with no words. Ironic. Powerful.   

 Word is important to our God. Communication 
is so important that after He tried tablets of 
stone, angel messengers, people with clear 
messages to deliver (prophets), and silence, 
He just came. He showed up. And when He 
had grown up, He started talking. The Word 
using words.  

“Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.” 

“Touch me and I will make you clean.” 
“You who are dead, arise. Come alive. 

”If words are this important to God, I think they 
are important for us as well.  Communication is 
a crucial part of our lives together on this 
planet.  Words can hurt and wound, words can 
heal. Words tell the stories of our faith triumphs 
and our fearful fights with worry and bitterness. 

The important counterpart to words is no 
words: listening. Hearing the words of others. 
We have to practice both talking and listening. 
That’s what makes communication happen.  

Recently I’ve had the opportunity to talk 
about communication with a few different 
people. My husband for one. We needed to 
revisit some of our most effective 
communication patterns.  We need a reminder  
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of three principles that have helped our 
marriage survive the last 37 years. 

• Don’t assume anything 
• Don’t give advice or use the word 

“should” 
• Ask questions, be curious 

Interestingly, in conversations with people 
outside my home, these very things have been 
helpful in good communication too.  

You and I are involved a family of faith. Good 
communication is something we value very 
much and practicing effective communication is 
crucial for the health of our family life together.  
Brian’s and my rules for good communication 
are ours. If I could translate them for general 
human use, I think the list would read 
something like this: 

• Ask questions 
• Listen, clarify 
• Ask questions 

Jesus, the Word of God walked among us. He 
spoke, He asked questions. He listened, He 
was silent. May we follow the example of Jesus 
in this way and be active agents of the Living 
Word everyday of our lives.  

Pastor Karen 

Advent 2018 – Year C 

December 2, 2018  
First Sunday of Advent  
Jeremiah 33:14-16  
Psalm 25:1-10  
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  
Luke 21:25-36 



December 9, 2018  
Second Sunday of Advent  
Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79  
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

December 16, 2018  
Third Sunday of Advent  
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6  
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

December 23, 2018  
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:46b-55  
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 

December 24, 2018  
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96  
Titus 2:11-14  
Luke 2:1-20 

December 25, 2018  
Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98  
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 

December 30, 2018  
First Sunday After Christmas Day 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 148  
Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

SPRC 

Each year at this time, SPRC sponsors the 
Staff Christmas Gift as a way for each of us to 
show our thanksgiving for all the hard work and 
dedication of our church staff. Envelopes will 
be provided in the bulletin on Sunday, 
December 2, December 9 and December 16 
for you to use for your donation. This is our 
opportunity to give to those who give to us all 
throughout the year: 

Pastor Karen Shimer 
Renna Marcus, Treasurer 
Marilyn Gatica, Admin. Assistant 
Wes Nutter, Accompanist 
Trena Nutter, Organist 
Roy Morales, Custodian 
Stephanie Cook, Accompanist   

Additionally, I will be stepping down as SPRC 
chair at the end of the year. Gary Burgin and 
Judy Cooley will lead SPRC starting in January 
2019.

Audrey Oldenkamp

FINANCE

November is Thanksgiving month.   CUMC has 
plenty to be thankful for.    After paying the bills 
for November we were able to send $2000 
(including $125 in the Thanksgiving extra 
offering so far) toward our shared giving.   This 
puts our YTD at 85% paid for 2018.   We are 
within $3,000 of paying our full obligation again 
this year.    Amazing!!   Our budget plans for an 
extra year end giving opportunity which is 
directed to apportionments. December should 
put us over the top.   Your faithful support is 
appreciated.

The budget for 2019 is nearly finished.   Our 
pledge campaign culminated with please 
Sunday on November 18th.   It would be very 
helpful for anyone who who has not yet, to 
please turn in your pledge as soon as 
possible.   Our income estimates are highly 
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influenced by the pledges turned in.   Our 
budget for 2019 will be about $10,000 more 
than 2018.  Virtually all of this is staff related.

Christmas is almost here

Mark Oldenkamp

Care Team  
And 

United Methodist Women 

!  

During the month of November we sent out 84 
cards!  We didn't do a lot of visiting because 
we were busy preparing for and executing the 
Fall Bazaar. 

We actually made $1,606.00.  Several 
missions, local, throughout the USA and 
International groups will be getting a check!  An 
enormous thank you to all the hands that came  
together to make it an even larger success 
than last year!  God bless all of you. 

Merry Christmas!! 
Sharon Perez 

DATES TO REMEMBER:

December 6 - Wesleyan Circle will meet at 
Shirley Wright’s home at l:00 p.m.

December 8 - UMW will meet at 1:00 p.m. at 
the church.

December 15 - The CUMW is having their 
annual Christmas tea at the church at
l:00 p.m.  Reservations are needed.

CrossOver to Life 

As I drove to the office today, I was thinking 
about what to write for this column. What 
subject should I focus on? There are so 
many that are drawing our attention and 
some that have fallen off our radar but that 
still need us to pay attention to them. 
Should I write about the election – women, 
Muslims, young people being elected like 
never before? Or maybe about the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the War to End All 
Wars? I could focus on fires and hurricanes 
and climate change. My thoughts could turn 
to fall and Thanksgiving – the dual subject 
of being thankful for what I have and the 
inherent European-Christian conquest of 
North America. I might write about violence 
and gun violence and mental health. I could 
turn my lens to white privilege and rampant 
racism. And there are so many other things 
that are drawing our attention; immigration 
and the separation of children still going on, 
the militarization of our border and the 
demonizing of a group of people seeking 
asylum. The list goes on an on. 
  
I won’t focus on any one of these subjects. 
But I will speak to them all when I say 
that God is calling us to cross over. We 
are at what might prove to be one of the 
most critical times in human existence. 
How we chose to address these situations, 
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concerns, challenges, obstacles and 
possibilities now, right now will determine 
the future for humankind. You may think I 
am being dramatic, but I truly believe that 
time is running out for us to cross over into 
something new, something different, 
something life giving, something more. 

When Jesus was confronted with three 
options for his ministry in the world (often 
called the temptations in the wilderness – 
Matthew 4, Mark 1 & Luke 4) he was 
shown possible ways to cross over into 
something different and even better than 
the present reality – the hungry could be 
fed, Jesus’ message of non-violence and 
love could be given spectacular attention, 
all the nations and the peoples of the earth 
could be governed by a just and peaceful 
ruler. But Jesus rejected these ways as 
temporary or not effecting lasting change. 
He knew that the new way needed to be 
permanent, impactful, and had to be 
chosen -- not forced or coerced. 
  
We who claim to follow Jesus must realize 
that we are called to lead the way into the 
fog of the unknown tomorrow. What lays 
out there we don’t know. What we do know 
is that the present reality will not get us 
there. We need to cross over from 
violence to peacefulness, from despair 
to hopefulness, from separation to 
community, from greed to generosity, 
from “me first” to the common good, 
from sickness to health, from death to 
life. 

We are the people who believe in a God of 
new life, a God of compassion and grace. 
Our story is one of life from death, hope 
from hopelessness, oasis from desert. Like 
the options present to Jesus, we could try 
to go the easy route, or we could ignore 
reality and just turn a blind eye to what is 
happening, or we could try and force a 

change. But we all know these don’t work 
to cross us over to something better, 
something more.  We know deep within that 
the work we must do is hard it will 
challengeable our preconceived otions, it 
will bring into question our doctrines and 
our creeds,creeds, and it will come with a 
cost.  Jesus knew that the path he chose 
would cost him, too.  The work of 
crossing over is work that takes its toll 
but once the path is cut, once the bricks 
are laid, once the bridge is in place, 
once we have found our way to the 
other side—to the place where all God’s 
children can live their fullest potential in 
peace—we will know that the path we 
chose was the one we needed to take. 

Over the next several months my columns 
and my occas iona l b log (h t t ps : / /
dstim.blogspot.com) will speak of crossing 
over. I hope you will turn to them as 
resources among others in this year of 
crossing over.  We will never be again what 
we we are now and the only thing we can do 
about is work to see that what emerges reflects 
God’s dream for the universe. 

Rev. Tim Overton-Harris 
DS Cascadia District 

Church Council 

Church Council has authorized the permanent 
removal of 4 long pews that have been 
previously removed from the sanctuary to 
make room for wheelchair accessibility. Three 
have been stored in the Fellowship Hall and 
one has been stored in the Narthex. 

The Council feels that these areas look 
cluttered and unwelcoming and would like to 
improve the spaces. If you have questions 
please feel free to reach  out to a member of 
Church Council.
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Jill Kahle, Mark Oldenkamp, Judy Zettergren, 
Audrey Oldenkamp, Gail Hildreth, Karen Joy, 
D iana Tru j i l l o were p resen t fo r th is 
conversation.  Sharon Trimble, Heidi Laitinen 
and  Shelly Parsons were absent.

 RECYCLING 

I appreciate the regular participation in this 
program.   The green bags are available most 
Sundays.    I turned in $90 in November and 
have another $90 to turn in this Sunday.   
Church Council approved the purchase of two 
new office computers which will be paid for 
with recycling funds.  We our good stewards by 
recycling; it is a good thing to do.

Mark Oldenkamp

FIFTH SUNDAY POTLUCK 
 

With the cold weather, it's time for soup, stews 
or chili with bread and desserts instead of the 
usual potluck on Dec. 30th.  Watch for a sign-
up sheet soon.  Any questions give me a call. 

Sheila Brown 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

4th Julie Chapin 
8th Marilyn Gatica 
11th Kiana Sweeney 
19th Hans Laitinen 
20th Sharon Fisher 
21st Ron Parsons 

24th Gerri Ballas 
25th Del Hildreth 
28th Beth Sheller 
30th Gary Burgin 

GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 

Dec. 2  Diana Trujillo 
  Leta Bunnell 

Dec. 9  Heidi Laitinen  
  Mara Laitinen 

Dec. 16 Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 

Dec. 23 Del & Gail Hildreth 

Dec. 30 Julie Chapin 

COFFEE HOUR FOR DECEMBER 

Dec. 2  Laura & Audrey Oldenkamp  
  Sheila Brown 

Dec. 9  Ron & Shelly Parsons 
  Sharon Trimble & Ki Sweeney 

Dec. 16 Note: Leftovers from Tea 
  Sheila Brown 
  Heidi Laitinen 
  Phyllis Thompson 

Dec. 23 Jill Kahle, Julie Chapin 
  Judy Cooley, Judy Zettergren 

Dec. 30 Fifth Sunday Potluck 
  Sheila Brown 
  Sharon Perez 
  Lacie McCormick 

Canby United Methodist Church 
1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 

503-263-6419, www.canbyumc@canby.com 
Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 

Pastor – Karen Shimer 
Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica 

Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter,  
Stephanie Cook  

Custodian – Roy Morales  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DECEMBER 2018Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon 
Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  

Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm   Yoga, Mondays, 5:45 pm
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
GR: D. Trujillo, L. 
Bunnell 
CH: L. & A. 
Oldenkamp, S. 
Brown 
Staff Xmas Gift

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

Wesleyan’s @ 
1 pm at S. 
Wright’s

UMW Gen. 
Meeting  
1:00 pm

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
GR: H. & M. 
Laitinen 
CH: R. & 
S.Parsons, S. 
Trimble, K. 
Sweeney 
Staff Xmas Gift

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees 
TBA

UMW 
Christmas 
Tea  Prep 

UMW 
Christmas 
Tea 1:00 pm 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
GR: M. & L. 
Oldenkamp 
CH: S. Brown, 
H.Laitinen, P. 
Thompson 
Staff Xmas Gift

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm

Care Comm. 
10:00 am 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
GR: D. & 
G.Hildreth 
CH: J. Kahle, J. 
Chapin, J. 
Cooley, J. 
Zettergren

Christmas Eve 
Service, 
7:00 pm

Merry 
Christmas 

30 
GR: J. Chapin, J. 
Whitcomb 
CH: S. 
Brown,S.Perez, 
L. McCormick 
Fifth Sunday PL

31 
Happy New 
Year!


