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From The Pastor’s Desk….. 
 

The Great Invitation 
 

We have come through the Christmas season, 
revisiting the story of the Incarnation of God 
once again. The New Year has begun and our 
focus shifts immediately to the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry on earth. We see John baptize 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit descend upon Him, 
God’s recognition and release for public 
ministry. 
 
We have visited this story before, but each 
time we enter this narrative, we bring new life 
experiences, new questions, new emotion. 
Joan Chittister’s book, The Liturgical Year, 
gives deep insight into the value of revisiting 
the story: 
 
 It is watching Jesus deal with those 
 unlike Him that may eventually pry open  

our closed hearts to foreigners in our 
own society. It is seeing Jesus deal 
compassionately with sinners that may 
save us from the despair of our own  
weakness. It is realizing that Jesus 
enjoyed life, had friends, loved parties, 
and welcomed the whole world into the 
ever-growing circle around Him that 
saves from a spirituality that can be 
more neurotic than it is truly spiritual. 
Finally, it is in coming to know the Jesus 
whose life was fine-tuned to the voice of 
God within Him and whose death came 
out of unremitting commitment to the will 
of God whatever the cost, that our own 
life is shaped and reshaped. Over the 
years we melt into what we seek.1 

 
 

																																																								
1	Joan	Chittister,	The	Liturgical	Year.	(Nashville,	
TN:	Thomas	Nelson,	2009)	41.	
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This time around we are taking a look at what it 
means to be disciples of this Jesus, realizing 
that the call to follow means immediate 
response and usually some deep kind of 
sacrifice. The first disciples left their jobs and 
families to follow Jesus without promise of any 
future security. 
 
This story offers a great invitation: to realize 
the immense beauty and deep transforming 
grace that comes to any life when a person 
says yes to following Christ. And there’s a 
second invitation also: to extend a hand to 
those who are also seeking meaning and 
authenticity in life and to offer them the story 
that has changed your life. Not only the Story 
of Jesus, but the Hand of Jesus as well. 
 
We are actively praying for the Holy Spirit to 
direct us to people who long to know God 
intimately. I believe God will answer our 
prayers and we will begin to notice people who 
are longing for God. I am praying that each one 
of you will have the gift of boldness to invite 
those God lays on your hearts to join us for 
Soup Dinner on Feb 13, or Tea on Tuesday 
(any Tuesday), or worship. Almost every 
Sunday we hear reports during God–Sighting 
sharing about the love and hospitality of this 
community of faith. Wouldn’t you like to share 
that with someone who is longing to  
experience the love of God? 
 
Living into the story, ready to follow. 
With you, 
 
Pastor Karen 
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Scripture and Sermons for 
February 2017 

 
Continuing with our series –The Great 

Invitation 
 
February 5, 2017               
Salt & Light & Righteousness Abounding  
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Scouting Sunday 
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
Psalm 112:1-10  
I Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
Matthew 5:13-20 
 
February 12, 2017      
This Not That  
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 119:1-8 
I Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 
 
February 19, 2017     
And Now Your Reward  
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany  
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 
Psalm 119:33-40  
I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 
Matthew 5:38-48 
 
February 26, 2017     
Shine! 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 99  
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 
 
 

A Word from Our DS 
DS Steve Sprecher  

 
 We Have the Word of Hope 

 
A new year always brings new opportunities 
we had not anticipated. That is certainly true 
for me. This is not quite the retirement I had 

envisioned for 2017! But since Bishop 
Stanovsky’s invitation to me, Peg Lofsvold has 
been sharing stories about vibrant ministries 
happening all around this district, and I am 
excited to join you on this journey. I celebrate 
Peg’s ministry with you and wish her well on 
her medical leave. 
  
2017, more than recent years, is bringing new 
opportunities for all of us. For many reasons, 
we are faced with new realities we had not 
anticipated. The political and social landscape 
has changed dramatically across our nation. 
People are fearful about new attitudes of 
isolation, injustice and radical selfishness. 
  
But these fears simply underscore the 
importance of our Christian message. We have 
the word of hope needed in this moment. In 
the midst of isolation, Christ offers us 
community. In the face of efforts toward greater 
inequity, Christ offers justice for all, especially 
for “the least of these.” Amid calls to radical 
selfishness, Christ calls us to radical love. As 
Mordecai said to Esther, we are called for just 
such a time as this. 
  
In the days ahead, I invite you to stand proudly 
for the God of Love and the Christ of New Life. 
And I look forward to walking with you, 
however briefly, on this dynamic journey of 
faith. 
  
In Christ’s peace, 

 
 
Steve Sprecher 
 
Editor's note:  Rev. Steve Sprecher is serving 
as interim Cascadia District Superintendent 
after Peg Lofsvold began medical leave on 
Jan. 1st and until a new DS is appointed 
beginning July 1, 2017. 
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Finance 
 

The year 2017 is already 1/12 gone?!   How 
can this happen? 
 
First, one more (but not the last) celebration of 
our Shared Ministry giving for 2016:  we 
finished 2016 at 77.9% paid when in August 
we were around 30%.  October, November and 
December were very strong.   CUMC is 
amazing. 
 
The 2017 budget was approved by Church 
Council.  This budget is about $7,000 lower 
than 2016.  We are working on savings in 
insurance and payroll costs.  Utilities likely will 
be higher. We are also looking at new ways to 
utilize our facility which in some cases includes 
some income for our budget.    Our goal for 
2017 is to pay our main line item of 
apportionments 100%.  We need to average 
$1,830/month to make this reality.    
 
January income has started out quite 
strong.   We have one more Sunday this month 
so I cannot report January numbers exactly.   
 
Don't forget that we have the ability to receive 
online financial gifts.  There is a link on our 
website and the process is fairly straight 
forward.  Budget, memorials, endowment or 
designated gifts can all be directed through the 
online link.   We are receiving 1 or 2 of these 
per month.   We are considering if we should 
offer an onsite electronic option for this on 
Sundays.   I am open to hearing from you if 
you would like this or not? 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 

A Year in Review 
Town Hall Meeting 

 
On Sunday, January 22, Bob Cambra gave a 
presentation to all those present following the 
Worship service during coffee hour.  With the 
encouragement of the Church Council and 
Pastor Karen, Bob put together a report that 
looked at the accomplishments our church can 
celebrate and at the challenges that are 

awaiting us in the near and distant future.  The 
following is his outline for this presentation: 

	
A	Time	to	Reflect	on	Our		

Church’s	Goals	
	

“Boldly Making Disciples” 
“Vitalizing the Church” 

“Transforming the world” 
 

Celebration:        Let’s Start by Celebrating 
how well we are doing: 
 

• We have an atmosphere that fosters 
loving, supportive relationships  (the 
greetings in the entry area before 
church, the length of the sign of peace 
time, the conversation at the table at 
coffee time, the help at significant times) 

• We are open to try new things 
• We are a congregation of doers. Many 

volunteers in community efforts. 
(BackPack Buddies, Canby Center, 
Parrott Creek Ranch Christmas gifts, 
Quilts and Sweaters, Community 
Garden, Relay for Life, prior Mission 
trips, Special Olympics, Boy Scouts, 
Love Inc. donations, volunteering to help 
each other, etc.) 

• Generous with time and talents: (Easter 
Omelet Breakfast, Block Party, pie 
making & booth, maintenance of the 
building, audio visual crew, donations) 

• Facility that is well utilized by the 
community  (Canby Community 
Preschool, AA and NA meetings, Boy 
Scouts, the Iglesia Apostolica,) 

• The history and the traditions of the 
church are meaningful (our history of 
being part of this community) 

• 77.9 % Conference Apportionment 
payment for 2016  
 

Challenges:        We cannot ignore the 
challenges we face. 
 

• Aging facility (built in 1980)-it is requiring 
more maintenance. We have done a 
good job of trying our best with great 
financial planning and lots of volunteer 
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help (the roof, the parking lot, the 
sprinkler system, the video system, the 
lights in the sanctuary, etc.) 

• Our population is getting smaller which 
has further effects. This is not unique to 
CUMC. This doesn’t make us irrelevant.  

• Volunteers extended –(need to be 
selective in targeting our efforts) 

• Declining income as a result of declining 
population 

o We may have to face the issue of 
whether or not we are able to 
afford a full-time pastor (not our 
plan or hope but a possibility) 
 

 
 Our plans for this year: 
 
We don’t have “new” things in place--- We are 
not just letting things happen – but are being 
thoughtful/ plan-full and mostly informative. 
 
But we do know we need to embrace: 
 

• Seeking and embracing God's guidance 
in transforming our ministries. 

• Being bold to try new things. While 
accepting that we may need to let go of 
things that don't fit anymore. 

• Not trying to worry and rack our brains 
for something to try but rather be open 
to accept opportunities and challenges 
that God brings to us. 

• A commitment to continuing to be a 
Caring Village of people to each other 
and our Community 

• We have all of the ingredients to make 
this an enjoyable journey together 

• WE Need to continue to DO:  
 Pray 

Have patience and exercise wisdom 
Participate 
Contribute 
Adapt to change 
 

THANK YOU BOB, WELL DONE! 
 

 
 

SPRC 
 

At the next SPRC meeting on February 12, we 
will once again be reviewing our Safe 
Sanctuaries policy.  This is an annual review 
that the Conference requires of us each year.  
If you have any thoughts or suggestions 
regarding our policy, please contact any of the 
SPRC committee members.  Also, if you would 
like a copy of the policy, let me know and I will 
send it to you via email or you can obtain a 
copy in the office. 
 
SPRC welcomes Gerri Ballas as a new 
member of our group in 2017.  Those who are 
continuing in service on this committee include 
Gail Hildreth, Bob Cambra, Ron Parsons, 
Audrey Oldenkamp, and Sarah Seale. 
 
Sarah Seale, Chair 
 

Trustees 
 

The Trustees work is never done.  Just to give 
you an idea of all that these hard working folks 
do, the following trouble shooting things have 
been quietly and efficiently taken care of by our 
busy Trustees: 
 
• Joe Perez took care of the custodial work 

while our custodian, Roy Morales, was 
gone. 

• Dennis Elvey repaired the furnace after 
getting a call from the preschool about a 
heater not working. 

• Dennis and Del replace 3 church furnace 
filters. 

• Dennis cleaned corroded thermostat 
terminals and replaced the batteries. 

• Outside lights have been maintained. 
• Roy is requesting a new vacuum to replace 

our well worn one and is guiding us to 
select a good choice that will serve us for 
many years. 

• Discussion on how to manage our over 
loaded compost pile is in process. 

• The A/V team met with  a representative of 
Apex Sound to answer questions about the 
sound board and video system. 
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Our Trustees team includes Dennis Elvey, Phil 
Seale, Del Hildreth, Joe Perez, Gary Burgin, 
and Ken Johnson.  Tell them “thank you” for 
keeping such great care of our church. 

 
Church Council Starts the  

Year with Some New Members* 
 

The Church Council is the governing body of 
our church which is charged with planning and 
maintaining our programs and needs.  This 
year’s Council includes 
 
Karen Shimer, Pastor 
Jill Kale, Chair 
Mark Oldenkamp, Finance Chair 
Sarah Seale, SPRC Chair 
Dell Hildreth, Trustees Representative 
Members at Large: 
 Sharon Perez 
 Kristie Vande Kamp 
 Peggy Yeats* 
 Lori Cunningham 
 Heidi Laitinen 
 Sharon Trimble 
 Judy Elvey* 
 Shelly Parsons* 
 
The Council meeting is open to everyone and 
meets the fourth Monday, every other month.  
See you in March! 
 

Care Committee 
“Caring for You and Each Other” 
 
For the month of January, our Care Team has, 
thus far, sent 36 cards, made 6 phone calls, 
sent 6 e-mails, volunteered 4 times at the Adult 
Center (serving lunches) and 3 times helping 
with Backpack Buddies.              
 
Phyllis Stuart-Meyer provides transportation for 
those who need it in our Church and 
Community, ministering while she does 
so!  Our dear Peggy Yeats, who does a lot of 
our visiting, is happily recovering from the flu, 
and Gerri Ballas is also on the mend.   
 
Sharon Pererz, Chair 

Recycling 
 
I turned in another $50 in bottle and can money 
in January.    
 
Keep them coming. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
 
 

 
 

If you stop by the church on Monday through 
Thursday about 10:00 am, you will hear a Latin 
beat coming from the Fellowship Hall.  A 
Zumba class is meeting on those mornings 
from 10 to 11 am.  They also have an evening 
class on Thursdays at 6:00 pm.  Zumba is a 
fitness dance program that uses Latin music to 
motivate their exercising.  The addition of this 
class is another way to augment our income as 
the program is paying for building use.  This 
class will be on a 6-month trial basis to make 
sure it works for them as well as for us. 
 
 

UMW 
 

February 4, 2017 - Our members will meet 
with the Wilsonville Methodist Church at 
10:30 a.m.  An Hispanic lady will be giving 
a cooking demonstration and lunch will 
follow. 
 
February 9, 2017 - Wesleyan Circle will 
meet at Julie Chapin’s home at 1:00 p.m. 
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February Birthdays 
 
8th Sheila Brown   
9th Bernice Fisher 
11th Gordon Leigh 
12th Bjorn Laitinen 
16th MaryAnn Brown 
21st Joe Perez 
24th  Alice Messer 
26th Francis Crim 101 YEARS! 
 
 

Greeters for February 
 

Feb. 5  Ken & Deanna Johnson 
 
Feb. 12 Phil & Sarah Seale 
 
Feb. 19 Dennis & Judy Elvey 
 
Feb. 26 Tim & Kristie Vande Kamp 
 
 

Coffee Hour for February 
 

Feb. 5  Sarah Seale 
  Marilyn Gatica 
  Jill Kahle 
  Judy Cooley 
 
Feb. 12 Sheila Brown 
  Lori Baker 
  Bob Cambra 
  Gerri Ballas 
 
Feb. 19 Phil & Sarah Seale 
  Shirley Wright 
  Peggy Yeats 
 
Feb. 26 Ron & Shelly Parsons 
  Joe & Sharon Perez 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canby United Methodist Church 
1520 N Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 
503-263-6419, canbyumc@canby.com 
Web site: www.canby.com/canbyumc 
Pastor – Karen Shimer 
Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica 
Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter, Stephanie Cook 
Custodian—Roy Morales



 
Save the 2017 Dates for these Special Events at CUMC 

 
Mark your calendars now and plan to either help with one or more of these events and/or invite a 
friend to join us. Call church office if you have questions. 
 
Monthly Soup Night Dinners – February 13 at 6 pm 
            March 13 at 6 pm 
            No Soup Night in April 
 
Lenten Study Opportunities (March 5 – April 12) 

30-Day Kindness Challenge 
The entire community of faith is invited to participate. Small groups can meet for extra 
conversation, encouragement, support. An online group will be available also.  Get 
more info at http://www.jointhekindnesschallenge.com/. 

 The Gift of Years 
A book study based on the book by Joan Chittister. Involves preparation by reading the 
book and small group discussion. May be available from 9-10 am on Sunday mornings. 

 
Holy Week Activities 
 April 13, 6:00 pm Maundy Thursday Dinner and Worship 
 April 15, 4:00 pm Making resurrection gardens (a family activity) 
       6:00 pm Easter Vigil service 
       Easter breakfast Prep Party – Time TBA 
 April 16  8:30-9:45 Easter Omelette Breakfast 
 
Ugandan Children’s Choir in Concert—May 18, 7 pm. 
For more information on the choir please visit their website at www.imanimilele.com or look them up 
on Facebook at Imani Milele Children. Below are some links of the children's performances as well as 
their new song, Draw the Circle Wide. We will have a chance to host this choir and their chaperones 
overnight as well as prepare dinner for them the night of the concert. There are many ways to be 
involved. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLA2oDj4DU4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vX-Z8ycxORs 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ceHexKLeiH0   
 
Neighborhood Block Party – July 15, 3:30-7:00 pm 
An opportunity to share great food, hear music, play yard games with family and friends. This year we 
hope to add handmade tamales to our menu and offer a Zumba class in the field. 
 
Pie Booth at the Clackamas County Fair – August 15-19 
Experienced and novice bakers and pie booth workers are welcome. We are privileged to have many 
friends and family help with this amazing event. 
 
Fall Celebration of the UM Connection – plans pending 
 

 
 

7 
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February 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

    
 
 

 
 

  UMW at 
Wilsonville 
Methodist 
Church, 
10:30 am 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
GR: K. & D. 
Johnson 
CH: S. Seale, M. 
Gatica, J. Kahle, 
J. Cooley 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

  
Wesleyan’s 
@ 1 pm at 
Julie 
Chapin’s 
 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
GR: P. & S. 
Seale 
CH: S. Brown, 
L. Baker, B. 
Cambra, G. 
Ballas 
SPRC @ Noon 

 
Soup 
Supper  
6 pm 

 
 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees 
7 pm 

 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
GR: D. &. Elvey 
CH: P. & S. 
Seale, S. 
Wright, P. Yeats 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

26 27 28     
GR: T. & K. 
Vande Kamp 
CH: R. & S. 
Parsons, J. & S. 
Perez 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm  

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10–11 am, Th. evening 6 pm 

 
 


