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From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 
Setting intentions 

 
Rebecca, a woman I have met through 
swimming in Beaverton, was diagnosed 
with breast cancer in September and had 
a double mastectomy in October. She is 
recovering well and has been back in the 
pool since the first of December. She and 
I got into a conversation about an art 
class she’s taking. “I’ve wanted to do this 
for a long time,” she said, “and now I’m 
doing it. I’ve stopped putting things off 
and have started doing those things I’ve 
‘always wanted to do.’” 
 
Her words rang in my ears as we were 
driving home from the beach on 
Wednesday, December 30, and our 
daughter, Gabrielle, was texting us about 
her plans to go the Grotto in Portland to 
see the last night of the Festival of 
Lights. I grew up in Portland, and have 
been back living in the Portland area for 
21 years and have “always wanted to go” 
see the lights at the Grotto at 
Christmastime. With Rebecca’s words 
ringing in my ears, I texted Gabrielle and 
asked if we could join her for the 
evening. She was glad to have company 
and it was a blessing to go.  We got to 
hear some beautiful music in addition to 
seeing the lights in the wintery cold 
night. The prayer candles next to the 
life-sized nativity scene were breath-
taking and deeply moving. My life is 
richer today because of saying yes to 
something that I had wanted to do, but 
had put off. I’m thankful I took the time 
to go.  
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Receiving a blessing by doing something 
you’ve put off for a long time is the 
beginning of growth by intention. There’s 
more.  
 
In a book called the not so big life by 
Sarah Susanka, I came across this 
quote: “There’s a lot of talk these days 
about the power of intention, the idea 
that by deeply focusing on an intended 
outcome, you can help bring it into 
being. The difficulty here is that anything 
that is going to allow us to grow beyond 
our current boundaries can’t be 
conceived by who we are today. We can 
only imagine variants on what we 
already have and what we already 
know.”1 
 
So, I could imagine the beauty of the 
lights and the cold and the joy in the 
music and set my intention for that on 
the way to the Grotto. But what I didn’t 
anticipate was the gift in the prayer 
candles and the way God comforted my 
heart in the flickering light of those with 
faith to pray for the sick and hurting in 
their lives. I needed to see that faith. It 
was as if God took my little intention and 
broadened it to give me what my heart 
needed. I couldn’t have dreamed to find 
the comfort there; God gave it to me 
because He knew I needed it.  
 

																																																								
1	Sarah	Susanka,	the	not	so	big	life	(New	York:	
Random	House,	2007)	211.	
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We face a new year personally and as a 
community of faith, I invite you to set 
some intentions for the coming days. I 
am doing the same both in my own life 
and for the life of this church. In both 
areas, and I hope for you as well, let’s 
expect God to go beyond what we can 
even imagine at this point.  
 
One way to phrase a more open-ended 
intention is to begin with the phrase, 
“Teach me…” We set an intention to be a 
student of life, and a student taught by 
the Holy Spirit. We might pray or set our 
intentions as,  
 

• “Teach me what it means to be a 
disciple of yours, Jesus.”  

• “Teach me the way to love 
_____________.” (fill in the blank 
J) 

• “I want to understand who or what 
I really am. God please show me.” 

 
We certainly will be amazed and 
surprised at the process and the outcome 
for intentions like these. Talk about 
seeing Jesus at work! 
 
How will you set your mind and heart on 
growth this year? I’d love to hear about 
what you decide and also about how God 
meets you in this intention. 
 
May it be a year of growth for us all! 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

Scriptures for January 2016 
 

This year is Lectionary year C. The 
gospel most in focus is Luke. We will use 
some lectionary passages in elements of 
worship along the way. Our point of 
focus and learning this year is 
discipleship. I will be preaching on 
various aspects of what it means to 
follow Jesus, to be transformed by Him 

and to share with others about walking 
with Jesus too.  
 
I’m setting an intention to discover new 
depth in my own walk with God AND 
learning how to lead others to grow in 
their relationship to God as well. To that 
end, I want to read from a different 
reading plan than the lectionary.  Here’s 
the link to the entire plan: 
http://image.s7.exacttarget.com/lib/fe96137
27464077b73/m/1/Daily+Reading+Plan.pdf. 
I invite you to join me in this year in 
setting intentions for growth and depth 
with God and asking Him to lead you out 
in sharing your life in God with others in 
real and meaningful ways. 

 
Week One 
1   Deuteronomy 8:1–11; Matthew 4: 1–11;  
 John 5:36–47; 2 Timothy 2:15 
2   1 Corinthians 2:6–16; Psalm 119:1–16 
3   2 Timothy 3:10–17; James 1:19–25;  
 Psalm 119:105 
4   2 Kings 22:1–23:25 
5   Mark 4:1–20; Deuteronomy 30:11–20; 
 Hebrews 4:12–13 

Week Two 
1  Luke 11:1–11; Matthew 6:5–15 
2  Luke 18:1–8; Genesis 18:16–33;  
 John 17:1–16; Matthew 26: 36–46 
3  Matthew 18:18–20; Acts 12:1–19 
4  Luke 5:12–16, 6:12–29, 9:18–36;  
 Mark 11:12–24; James 4:2–10 
5 Daniel 4:19–37; 2 Chronicles 7:14 

Week Three 
1  1 John 1:1–10; 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
2  Acts 2:29–47; Hebrews 10: 19–25,  
 3:12–13; Galatians 6:1–2 
3  1 Corinthians 12:12–27; 1 John 4:7–21 
4  Philippians 1:3–11, 2:1–4 
5  Ephesians 3:14–4:6; Acts 4:31–35 

Week Four 
1  John 13:1–17 
2  John 14:1–14 
3  Luke 9:51–10 
4  Romans 12; Colossians 3:17–4:6 
5  Matthew 20:20–28; Philippians 2:1–18 
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Lectionary Scriptures for January can be 
found at: 
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ 
 
May God bless you in your time of 
reading, study, and growth. 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

SPRC 
 

SPRC would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the Staff Christmas gift.  
This year we collected $985 which we 
distributed to Pastor Karen, Wes and 
Trena Nutter, Michelle Merton, Cheryl 
Maahs, Renna Marcus, Roy Morales, 
Stephanie Cook, and Gabrielle Shimer.  
They appreciated the gift and we 
appreciate them. 
 
Sarah Seale, Chair 
 

Finance 
 
December was an "okay" month for 
income as we will pay our bills and not 
need to use contingency funding to cover 
our expenses.  We had a couple of 
unusual expenses in December so that 
made things a bit tighter than 
expected.  We had a fairly good response 
to the Christmas thank you letter which 
was helpful.  We will send as much as we 
can to year-end apportionments, but we 
will not be able to pay that full budgeted 
amount.  We need to be proud of the fact 
that we did not use our contingency 
funds at all in 2015, something that we 
had not done in the prior few years.    
 
The 2016 budget was reviewed at the 
December finance meeting.  We are 
verifying a couple of questions, but it 
appears that expenses will be budgeted 
very similar to 2015.  However, based on 
the current pledge summary, it appears 
that income may be a bit lower than 

2015.  Again prayers for continued 
financial health of our members and 
constituents along with the generosity 
that we have experienced will allow 2016 
to be manageable.  We will allocate 
$5000 from our pie booth account for our 
2016 contingency funds, a pattern we 
have done for many years. 
 
Trustees have approved a contractor to 
help us with the exterior roof over the 
sanctuary.  This is a major project that 
cannot be done until spring 
weather.  The estimated costs for this is 
around $33,000.   We will need to figure 
out how to fund this BIG project.  We 
have started a designated fund for this 
need and will be allocating unused 2015 
contingency funds to this account.  We 
have a few months to figure out how to 
fund this, but we have a big amount to 
fund.  We can do this together; please 
pray for this fundraising drive as it is “a 
must do” project.  Donations can be 
marked for "Roof Fund" and we will keep 
you updated on the progress.   Gary 
Burgin (GB) has the best handle on the 
proposed scope of work which is 
extensive, so I encourage those with 
questions to pose them to GB. 
 
Recycling 
 
Several of our members support our 
recycling program of cans and 
bottles.  In 2015, I estimate we raised 
about $250 through this ministry.   Mark 
Oldenkamp collects the donations from 
the can in the church kitchen or from 
bags brought to the church.  He bundles 
them in the green bags that the 
BottleDrop program offers and drops 
them off at their Oregon City location 
when the bags are full.  They do the 
counting with special machines and our 
secure, online account is accessible for 
periodic withdrawals which are deposited 
into our "Volunteer in Mission" 
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account.  We have been using these 
funds to support the Mexico mission 
team.  It can be considered for other 
needs if we desire to choose a different 
path. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
 

UMW 
 

January 7, 2016--There will be no UMW 
meeting.  The UMW will be hosting a 
birthday party for the retired ministers 
that live at the Wilsonville House 
Methodist Retirement Center at 1625 NE 
Center Street, Salem, Oregon.  We will 
meet at the church at 12:15 p.m. to 
carpool.  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER IN JANUARY 
 
January 14 - Wesleyan Circle will meet at 
 Geni Pittlekau’ s - 1:00 - 3:00 pm. 
 
January 28 - UMW Board Meeting  
 11:00 am at the church.  We will 
 be making chili for the Feb. 7 chili 
 sale.        
 
Upcoming Events:   
 
Sunday, February 7, 2016 - Chili sale 
 after church service. 
 
March 4 - World Day Of Prayer (each 
 person will pray at their home). 
 
March 13 - Potato Bake after church   
 

Scrip 
 

Please notice the new scrip form that is 
available.  A new vendor that is making 
scrip gift cards available is Walmart.  On 
Jan. 3 scrip orders can resume for scrip 
that is not already carried in the box. 
Thank you for participating in the scrip 

program.  If you have any questions 
about it see Laura Oldenkamp at the 
scrip table after worship on Sundays in 
the fellowship hall. 
 

Bits & Pieces 
 

Key Note 
 

Trustees have changed all the 
locks in the church, both the 
outer doors and the inner doors 
that are deemed to need security.  
This is a long overdue procedure 

that is just routine and necessary in the 
maintenance of our property.  If you 
have had a church key(s) in the past and 
have a continuing need for one, please 
see Pastor Karen for a new key.  
 

Family Dinner 
 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, Jan. 
14, 6:00 pm for a soup and bread 
supper.  Everyone is invited to 
participate in sharing a meal and 
conversation. 
 

Talking About Dying 
 

Talking about Dying is a new statewide 
initiative by Oregon Humanities, created 
in partnership with Cambia Health 
Foundation. These one-time, ninety-
minute conversations will provide 
opportunities for participants to reflect 
on the stories and influences that shape 
their thinking about death and dying and 
to hear different perspectives and ideas 
from fellow community members.  
 
By exploring essential questions—What 
do we think about when we think of 
dying? When we think about our own 
dying, what do we want most?  The 
program aims to help participants 
consider how to shape a meaningful 
approach to death and dying. Facilitators 
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of “Talking about Dying” programs are 
trained professionals working in the 
fields of chaplaincy, counseling, 
gerontology, facilitation, and hospice 
care.  
 
When: Tuesday, January 12, 2016, 6:30 
p.m. Where: Canby Public Library  
292 N. Holly St., Canby  
 
To learn more about the program 
and register, contact Hanna Hofer at 
(503)266-0653, or email 
HoferH@ci.canby.or.us.  
 

January Birthdays 
 

 
6th Ari Laitinen 
9th Nori Zieg  
12th Ken Thompson 
14th Chi Cambra 
19th Tim Vande Kamp 

 
 

Greeters for January 
 
Jan 3  Al & Nori Zieg 
      
Jan 10 Ron & Shelly Parsons 
 
Jan 17 Phyllis Stuart-Meyer 
  Jill Taylor 
 
Jan 24 Joe & Sharon Perez 
 
Jan 31 Jason Padden 
  Del Hildreth 
 

Coffee Hour for January 
 

Jan. 3 Bess Milhauser 
  Karen Joy 
  Geni Pittelkau 
 
Jan. 10 Tim & Kristie Vandekamp   
  Phil & Sarah Seale 

 
Jan. 17 Del & Gail Hildreth 
  Ken & Deanna Johnson 
 
Jan. 24 Sharon Fisher 
  Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 
Jan. 31 ALL CHURCH POTLUCK 
  Bob Cambra 
  Sheila Brown 
  Jill Taylor 
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January 2016 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

     

 

 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
GR: A. & N. 
Zieg 
CH: B. 
Milhauser, K. 
Joy, G. Pittelkau 

 Tea at Place 
To Be Café, 
2-3 pm 

 UMW 
Birthday 
Party @ 
Wilsonville 
House Ret. 
Center  
12:15 pm 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
GR: R. & S. 
Parsons 
CH: T. & K. 
VandeKamp, P. 
& S. Seale 

Trustees  
7 pm 

Tea at Place 
To Be Café, 
2-3 pm 

 
 

Wesleyans @ 
G. Pittelkau’s, 
1 pm 
Family 
Dinner 6 pm 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
GR: P. Stuart-
Meyer, J. Tahlor 
CH: D. & G. 
Hildreth, K. & D. 
Johnson 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

Tea at Place 
To Be Café, 
2-3 pm 

 Care Team,  
10 am at 
church 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 GR: J, & S. 
Perez 
CH: S. Fisher, M. 
& L. Oldenkamp 

 Tea at Place 
To Be Café, 
2-3 pm 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 UMW Board 
Mtg. 11 am 

  
 
 
 

31       
GR: J. Padden 
D. Hildreth 
Fifth Sunday 
Potluck: S. 
Brown, B. 
Cambra, J. 
Taylor 

      
 
 
 

Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Venture Crew, Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 pm, Youth Rm 





 


