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From The Pastor’s Desk….. 
 
One of my daughters is engaging in a 
new business venture and has found 
some helpful reading along the way. 
Darren Hardy’s The Compound Effect has 
transformed her thinking and provided 
tools for values clarification and goal 
setting. I picked up a copy of it myself 
and have been thinking of my own goals, 
both personally and professionally and 
for our community of faith in the light of 
some of Hardy’s insights. 
 
• A goal without a plan is just a wish. 

    Antoine de St. Exupery 
 

• The same thinking that has led you to 
where you are is not going to lead you 
to where you want to go. 

Albert Einstein 
 

• To achieve something you have never 
achieved before you must become 
someone you have never been.  

   Les Brown 
 
The difference between setting a 
business or even a life goal and our task 
visioning as a community of faith is that 
we work together to pray, seek God’s 
heart, listen to God’s voice, and 
formulate a plan of action that involves 
specific values, reasons, and measurable 
tasks to move forward in God’s plan for 
our church and our presence in the 
community. The New Year is the perfect 
time to seek to make active adjustments 
in our way of doing church. Why? Ponder 
this example: 
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“[Think of a] plane traveling from Los 
Angeles to New York City. If the nose of 
the plane is point only 1 percent off 
course—almost an invisible adjustment 
when the plane’s sitting on the tarmac in 
Los Angeles—it will ultimately end up 
about 150 miles off course, arriving 
either upstate in Albany, or in Dover, 
Delaware. Such is the case for your 
habits. A single poor habit, which doesn’t 
look like much in the moment, can 
ultimately lead you miles off course from 
the direction of your goals and the life 
you desire.”1 
 
Over the past year, we have had 
conversations in Church Council and in 
congregational meetings to talk about 
God’s direction for us as a congregation. 
This past year, together we have done 
an incredible job supporting this 
community of faith financially in two 
basic ways: faith gifts from the members 
and friends of the congregation and 
income from opening our building for use 
by the community—family parties, the 
Zumba class, homeowners’ meetings, 
Life Line screenings and other activities. 
We have a building and we are using it 
wisely and caring for it as we are able.  
 
More important than our building, we 
have a resource that might be somewhat 
neglected in our thinking: God’s story is 
the reason for our community of faith, 
and our job is to find our place in God’s 
story and share His story with other 
                                                
1	Darren	Hardy,	The	Compound	Effect	(Boston,	
MA:	DaCapo	Press,	2010)	60.	
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people. For about the last 100 years or 
more, church has morphed into a social 
event, a cultural gathering place, a 
springboard for meaningful social action. 
None of these things are wrong, but they 
may well be the focus that is facing our 
spiritual [airplane] one degree off the 
trajectory. Now, in the early 21st century, 
the church finds itself a bit off the mark, 
struggling to find our destination. 
 
It feels a bit like we are flying with 
instruments in a very dense fog. The 
destination is not clear, but what is clear 
is that it won’t be what we are expecting 
and it won’t look like what we came 
from. How do we set our course, then? 
In what then can we put our trust? We 
do well to remember these things: 
 

• God is not surprised at what is 
happening in our church and in the 
church across the U.S. He’s not 
biting his fingernails.  

• The whole enterprise (the church) 
is about God’s story and how it has 
endured since the beginning of 
time, throughout the ages. 

• Each of us is a part of His story on 
this planet. 

• Each day we understand more and 
more of His story in us and every 
day He gives us a chance to share 
His story with others. 

 
As your pastoral leader, I am setting 
some goals for myself and for us for 
2018. 
 
1. We need to be newly familiarized 
with God’s whole story.  

Do we have more than a Sunday 
school education of the whole story of 
God?  How can we be a part of a story 
we do not know? 
 Goal: To read and study the key 
stories of the Bible this year individually, 
in small groups, as a large group, online 

through Facebook posts, a blog, and 
brief, regular video posts on  Youtube. 
 
2.  We need to understand our role in 
this society as followers of Christ. 
 Goal: To study and hear the text of 
I Peter, a letter written to the scattered 
exiled Christ followers in the first 
century. Their situation was much like 
ours: the Christian faith was peripheral 
to the culture. 
 
3. We need to know His story and how 
we fit into it. 

   Goal: To write our stories of faith 
and share them in worship. To practice 
them with each other in small groups, 
and one to one. 

 
4. We need to share His story and our 
stories with many others 
 
5. We need to invite others to know 
and participate in God’s story. 
  Goal: To invite friends to worship.  
To increase our congregational 
attendance 25-30 people. 
 Goal: To baptize 3 new believers 
this year and to welcome 5 new 
members into our congregation. 
 
Revisiting one of the statements above, 
“To achieve something you have never 
achieved before you must become 
someone you have never been.” 
 
The apostle Paul may have said that 
same thing this way, “…if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come. The 
old has gone, the new is here!”  

(2 Cor 5:17) 
 A Cristo se ha convertido en una 
personal nueva.  
 La vida antigua ha pasado; ¡una 
nueva vida ha comenzado!  

2 Corintios 5:17. 
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I will be breaking these goals into 
smaller pieces and keeping them before 
you often. Please do your part by 
praying, seeking God’s direction for 
your life, and courageously moving 
forward to say yes to God’s plan for 
you. 
 
This is a most exciting and unsettling 
time to be a part of God’s story. It’s not 
easy to hold those two concepts in hand 
without the tension splitting us apart. We 
together are a part of God’s great story, 
in 2018, in Canby, Oregon.  
 
Get ready for an adventure. I think this 
is going to be a great year! 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

Scriptures for 2018 
Exploring the Story 

 
Jan 7, 2018  
I Peter 1:1-3  
Beloved Strangers with Hope 
 
Jan 14, 2018 
I Peter 2:4-12   
Living Stones make God’s Dwelling 
Guest preacher, Rev Courtney McHill 
(Pastor Karen in Boise welcoming new 
grandson.) 
 
Jan 21, 2018   
I Peter 2:18-3:12   
Relationships Count! 
 
Jan 28, 2018  
I Peter 3:13-22   
Doing Good til… 
 
Feb 4, 2018   
I Peter 4:1-11   
Living for God 
 
 
 

Feb 11, 2018   
I Peter 4:12-19  
The Cost of Following Christ 
 
Feb 14    
Ash Wednesday 
 

Learning the Story 
 

Each week I invite you to read and 
reflect on a portion of God’s Story. Read 
the scripture several times and discern 
your place in this part of God’s story. 
How does this part of the story help you 
understand the whole story more fully? 
 
Finish by Jan 7   
The creation:   Genesis 1; 2:1-3 
 
Finish by Jan 14   
• Praise for God’s creation Psalm 8 
• Praise to the Creator  
 of all things   Psalm 104 
• Praise to God  
 for creating me  Psalm 139 
 
Finish by Jan 21   
The Fall into sin:    Genesis 3 
    
Finish by Jan 28   
Noah, the flood 
and the ark  Genesis 6, 7, 8, 9:1-17 
 
Watch for posts on Facebook and the 
website for further resources, insights 
and shared reflections on these readings. 
 

A Message from our DS 
 

“Everyone should give whatever 
they have decided in their heart. 
They shouldn’t give with hesitation 
or because of pressure. God loves a 
cheerful giver.”        2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
I bet you have been flooded with year 
end requests for giving from nearly every 
possible organization for just about every 
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cause under the sun. Many of those 
requests came unbidden. Some are from 
organizations you never have or never 
would support. Others come from groups 
connected to your passions, your deep 
sense of what needs to happen to make 
the world right. While others come from 
the institutions and organizations that 
you feel deserve your support, those you 
feel an obligation to support. 
 
I will confess, I have often felt the 
church to be in that last group, the group 
I feel obliged to support. I wish I had a 
magic keyboard that would produce 
just the right words that would make 
what I am writing jump off the page 
and inspire you in ways that reach 
deep within your soul and make you 
feel compelled to respond. I don’t 
have such a keyboard. I don’t have great 
and inspiring words to motivate you. 
What I have is a simple appeal. A few 
words that ask you to consider a way to 
give that might make a difference. 
 
Many of you have heard of “The 
Askings.” This is a short list of Annual 
Conference approved special funds set 
up so that important and vital ministries 
can happen across the conference but 
which are not included in the “regular” 
budget of the Annual Conference. They 
are funds for Campus Ministry, the Vital 
Church Project,  Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries, Hispanic Ministries, and 
District Church Extension Society. Many 
of these ministries used to be part of the 
budget which is apportioned to the 
churches, but they ended up being 
moved from the budget to the Askings in 
order to keep the budget within a 
reasonable range. The hope has always 
been that churches would want to step 
up and support these ministries.  They 
are listed every month in your church's 
monthly remittance statement from the 
Annual Conference. 

The sad truth of the matter is that most 
of these funds are lucky to get 25% of 
their approved amounts in any given 
year. I must confess that when I was in 
the local church these Askings were not 
seen as critical and were often left to the 
end of the year to be considered if we 
had any money left to give. Most years I 
would ask the Finance team to include 
them as one of the highlighted items in 
our annual “Christmas” letter. I cannot 
remember serving a church that paid 
their full Askings every year. 
 
I don’t want to put pressure on you and 
your church. I am not trying to make you 
feel bad or guilty or in some way like a 
failure. What I want to do is hold up 
one possible way to have your extra 
holiday giving make a difference. 
Please consider the Askings if you are 
making an extra gift at this time of year. 
Pick one of them or all of them and on 
your check to your local church simply 
use the memo line “Askings.” If your 
church finds itself in a place where you 
have some surplus, consider using it for 
your Askings. 
All these ministries deserve our 
support and I pray that you and your 
congregation will give to them with 
a cheerful heart. 
 
A blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to 
all! 
 

 
 
 
Tim Overton-Harris 
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SPRC 
 

As we begin the new year, we are 
celebrating the service and devotion of 
those who lead and participate in the 
organization and workings of our church.  
We have many people returning to 
continue their involvement on 
committees and some new to this aspect 
of church service.  Below is a list of the 
Lay Leadership Committee’s nominations 
for 2018.  This list was voted on and 
approved at our Charge Conference on 
October 29, 2017.  A big THANK YOU to 
all who are participating for the new 
year. 
 
Church Council 
Church Council Chair:  Jill Kahle 
Church Council Recorder:  Jill Kahle 
Financial Secretary/Treasurer:  Renna 
Marcus 
Finance Chair:  Mark Oldenkamp 
SPRC Chair:  Audrey Oldenkamp 
Trustees Chair:  Judy Zettergren 
Members at Large: 
Heidi Laitinen 
Sharon Trimble 
Shelly Parsons 
Gail Hildreth 
Diana Trujillo 
Shirley Wright 
Karen Joy 
Trustees: 
Ken Johnson 
Judy Zettergren 
Project Team: 
Phil Seale, Bob Cambra, Roger Myers, 
Dennis Elvey, Tim Vandekamp, Jason 
Padden, Del Hildreth 
SPRC: 
Audrey Oldenkamp 
Ron Parsons 
Bob Cambra 
Gerri Ballas 
Gary Burgin 
Judy Cooley 
Deanna Johnson 

Lay Leadership: 
Phyllis Stuart Meyer 
Judy Cooley 
Lynn Shafer 
Karen Joy 
Gail Hildreth 
Finance 
Mark Oldenkamp 
Members:  Pastor, Annual Conf. Lay 
Rep., Church Council Chair, SPRC Rep., 
Trustees Rep., Lay Leader, Financial 
Secretary, Treasurer, Stewardship Chair, 
Endowment Rep. 
Ministry Task Chairs 
Care Committee: Sharon Perez 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Sharon 
Perez/Team 
Fair Pie Booth: Bobbie Knapp/Jill 
Kahle/Bob Cambra 
Coffee Hour/Greeters Coordinators: 
Sheila Brown/Lynn Shafer 
Hospitality: Bess Milhauser 
Mission: Gail Hildreth 
Finance Counters: Gail Hildreth/Ron 
Parsons 
Memorials: Marilyn Gatica 
Stewardship: Finance Team 
Sacraments: Ron & Shelly Parsons, 
Peggy Yeats 
Ushers: Dwight Knapp, Tim Vandekamp 
Worship/Music: Wes & Trena Nutter 
Audio/Video Team: Audrey Oldenkamp 
 
There are other responsibilities and 
duties needed in maintaining our church 
and so many of these people wear 
several “hats” to make sure these things 
are done. 
 
Special Recognition goes to Marilyn 
Gatica who works many hours in our 
office as a volunteer administrative 
assistant.  In addition, Sharon Perez 
spends many additional hours planning 
and implementing the United Methodist 
Women unit’s many programs.  
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As we follow Pastor Karen’s lead in 
planning for the new year, where will you 
fit into our future? 
 

Finance 
 
2017 draws to a close this weekend, but 
the life of CUMC is focused on the new 
year.   We can take a moment to 
celebrate the consistent giving in 2017, 
while praying that 2018 will be a great 
year financially.    
 
While I do not have final numbers for 
2017 (because we still have one more 
Sunday offering and also the special 
appeal for apportionments), we do feel 
positive about December.  We had a few 
extra expenses related to technology as 
well as our seasonally higher utility bills 
for heating this month but we will still be 
able to contribute toward apportionments. 
The goal is to pay 100% for the first time 
in the last decade or more.   Church 
leadership will discuss using the unspent 
contingency fund toward this once we 
know the results of the special giving and 
year end offerings.  We also made a 
decision to support the Hispanic ministry 
asking at about 50% of the budgeted 
amount for CUMC. 
 
Thanks to those who faithfully support our 
ministry.  The staff gift was very generous 
again and is a nice way to recognize 
those who give beyond what we can pay 
them.  Vanco payments solutions is 
available for online giving anytime of the 
day.  The link to that web page is on the 
CUMC website. 
 
You should expect to get your 2017 giving 
statements around the middle of 
January.  We have a little catchup work to 
do entering contributions that came in 

while the computers were offline due to 
network issues. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 

 
Trustees 

 
Taking care of our church is a work in 
progress.  As the building ages, there are 
numerous things to fix; just as we age, 
there are numerous things to fix.  So 
with our new Trustees organizational 
structure, it is hoped that if you learn of 
a specific “fix it” issue and you are 
experienced in that issue, that you will 
come forward to do the repair. Here are 
some possibilities: 
 
• Rebuilding of the kitchen dishwasher 

frame. 
• Repair of the glass faucet in the FH 

sink area. 
• Muscle power to move furniture. 
• Bathroom door stall lock repositioned 

in Women’s Restroom. 
• Speed adjustment on the Sanctuary 

fan. 
• Update of the hearing assistance 

devices in the Sanctuary. 
• Dawn to dusk lighting on portico. 
 
Is there something in this list that fits 
your skills.  Let Pastor Karen or Judy 
Zettergren know.  We would all 
appreciate your help. 
 

 
 
 
The Canby United Methodist Women did not 
formally meet in December, however, we did 
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meet several times to decorate and prepare 
the food for the Christmas Tea. 
 
I'd like to thank all of our hostesses for 
decorating the tables and inviting the guests for 
their tables!  An enormous thank you to Ken 
and Deanna Johnson and their daughter Mollie 
and her husband Steve, and my husband Joe 
for giving up their seats at my table in order to 
serve everyone else!  A big thank you to Kai 
Leitinen for being our scout server of the 
afternoon!   
 
And even though we had just a little over 50 
guests, we made over $800.  Our people really 
dug deep and contributed more than their fair 
share.  Thank You!  Checks were sent to the 
Clackamas Children's Center (for abused 
children), Share The Warmth Program 
(assistence with heating bills) and we even 
sent a check to CASA!  Again, THANK YOU 
and God bless you. 
 
Sharon Perez 
 
Dates to Remember: 
 
January 11 - Wesleyan Circle will meet 
at Geni Pittlekau’s home at 1:00 p.m. 
 
January 13 -  UMW  will meet at the 
church at l:00 p.m.  Wilsonville Methodist 
Church UMW will be joining us.  We will 
be making school bags for UMCOR.  We 
will send the bags to UMCOR and they 
will get the bags to the children that 
need them. 
 

Care Team 
 

In the month of December the Care 
Team decided to provide Christmas 
Stockings in the Narthex of our church to 
give members an opportunity to write 
cards and send goodies to our "shut-
ins".  It was fun to deliver these 
stockings and get to chat with our 
friends!  A big THANK YOU to all who 
wrote cards!  

Our Care Team members also sent out 
64 cards this month, made 9 visits and 
over 12 telephone calls.  If you would 
like to do something like this, come and 
join us!  We meet the 3rd Thursday of 
each month, at the church, at 10:00 am. 
 
With all of our love, 
Sharon Perez 
Gerri Ballas 
Peggy Yeats 
 

Recycling 
 
We will deposit another $80 of Recycling 
in December.  Starting next week there 
are some additional containers that will 
now be redeemable.   Below is the 
update from the Oregon government 
website. 
 
Rule of Thumb: 
Generally, if you can pour it and drink it, 
it’s covered unless: 
It’s one of the specifically excluded 
beverages (distilled spirits, wine, milk, 
infant 
formula, and meal replacement 
beverages) 
 
Included: 
Most beverages in bottles or cans that 
are sold in sealed glass, metal, and 
plastic in sizes from 4 ounces up to and 
including 1.5 liters will be redeemable. 
Examples of common beverages that are 
included in these container sizes: 
Coffee/tea (even if they contain milk) 
Energy and sports drinks 
Fruit and vegetable juice (does not have 
to be 100%) 
Juice smoothies 
Aloe vera juice 
Coconut water 
Non-alcohol wine 
Drinking vinegar 
Hard cider if 8.5% ABV or less 
Marijuana beverages 
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Muscle Milk 
Protein shakes (unless marketed as a 
meal replacement) 
Kombucha (although alcoholic kombucha 
made with cane sugar will not be 
included) 
Cocktail mixers (ready to drink) like 
margarita mix or bloody Mary mix 
In general, these include: ready-to-use 
mixers, smoothie mixers, juices (except 
for lime and lemon juice) 
 
Beverages in 3 liters or less in size 
Soda (carbonated/sparkling beverages) 
Beer 
Water 

Bits & Pieces 
 

At this point in the newsletter, there are 
two lists…one is the Greeter schedule for 
the month and the other is the Coffee 
Hour for the month.  You may notice that 
these two lists are missing in this 
newsletter! 
 
Truth be told, as the saying goes, we 
have fewer people to draw upon for 
these lists.  So the challenge to all of us 
is to come up with some new ideas of 
how to continue our much enjoyed coffee 
hour and greeter traditions with fewer 
people to help. Some ideas that have 
been mentioned include: 
 
• Volunteering for a 2-week assignment 

for either list, or even longer…3 weeks 
or even a month for Coffee Hour. 
Advantages of this idea are that 
snacks could be purchased with a 
period of time in mind that they would 
be needed.  Once you have served for 
one month, you will have met your 
obligation for the year.  You could 
sign up for the weeks/month you 
know you will be available to do the 
service allowing you to plan ahead. 
Also, you could work with some others 
who wish to have the same weeks and 

make your planning more efficient. 
 

• Another idea is to have a “baking day” 
at church where 
several people get 
together to prepare 
snacks and goodies 
for a period of 
Sundays and then 
freeze the items to be 
specifically used for 
Coffee Hour. 

 
• Using committees of 6-8 people, the 

coffee hour menus could be planned 
for a period of time, say 2 months, 
and this group could plan and prepare 
coffee hour for the designated time.  
Coffee hour people could also be 
greeters during this time period 
therefore meeting both responsibilities 
for the year.  

 
Maybe you have another really good idea 
about how this could be done.  Sheila 
Brown would love to hear from you and 
get your feedback on these and other 
ideas that you may have.  You can reach 
her at 503-266-2407 or 503-781-7697 
on her cell, or at 
msmemory6@canby.com. 
 
Most importantly, thank you so much for 
faithfully providing food and fellowship 
for our church family throughout the 
years.  You are appreciated! 
 

January Birthdays 
 

6th Ari Laitinen 
9th Nori Zieg 
12th Ken Thompson 
14th Chi Cambra 
17th Dennis Elvey 
 Judy Elvey 
19th Tim VandeKamp 



January 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
Fifth Sunday 
Potliuck/New 
Year 
Celebration! 

 

 
 

 

    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
  

Trustees  
1 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 
 

 Wesleyan’s @ 
1 pm at G. 
Pittlekau’s 

  
UMW Gen. 
Mtg. 1 pm 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 
 

 
Finance 
7 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 

 
 

Care Comm. 
10 am 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
  

Church 
Council 6 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

  
 

  

28 29 30 31    
  Tea at 

Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

 
Canby United Methodist Church 

1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 
503-263-6419, www.canbyumc@canby.com 

Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 
Pastor – Karen Shimer 

Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica 
Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter,  Stephanie Cook 

Custodian – Roy Morales 


