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From The Pastor’s Desk….. 
 
I’ve been reading a book by Joan Chittister 
called The Liturgical Year and found in it this 
profound thought about Lent: 
 

 Lent is a call to renew a 
commitment grown dull, perhaps by a 
life more marked by routine than by 
reflection.  After a lifetime of mundane 
regularity or unconsidered indifference 
to the trappings of faith, Lent requires 
me, as a Christian, to stop for a while, to 
reflect again on what is going on in me. I 
am challenged again to decide whether 
I, myself, do truly believe that Jesus is 
the Christ—and if I believe, whether I 
will live accordingly when I can no 
longer hear the song of angels in my life 
and the star of Bethlehem has grown 
dim for me.  
 Lent is not a ritual. It is time given 
to think seriously about who Jesus is for 
us, to renew out faith from the inside 
out. It is the moment when, as the 
baptismal waters flow on every Easter 
Vigil altar, we return to the baptismal 
font of the heart to say yes once more to 
the call of Jesus to the disciples, “Come 
and see” (John 1:39). It is the act of 
beginning our spiritual life all over again 
refreshed and reoriented.1 

  
This brings deep insight for the reasons behind 
Lent and gives invitation to a renewed vision of 
what these next weeks can mean for you and 
for me.  
 
We have some varied opportunities for you to 
engage in this transformative time: 
 
																																																								
1	Joan	Chittister,	The	Liturgical	Year	(Nashville,	
TN:	Thomas	Nelson,	2009)	111.	
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Tea on Tuesday meets weekly at Cutsforth’s 
Thriftway coffee area. We discuss Scriptures 
for upcoming sermons. 
	
A study of the book The Gift of Years, 
Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister. 
Happening each Sunday morning from 9-10 
am facilitated by Marilyn Gatica. 
 
The 30-Day Kindness Challenge, a personal 
challenge with weekly group support in an 
online meeting format. Facilitated by Pastor 
Karen. View the link for more info 
http://www.jointhekindnesschallenge.com/ 
 
May God bless you as you enter this time of 
reflection, recommitment and discovery. 
 
Pastor Karen 
	
	

Scripture and Sermons for 
March 2017 

 
Lent	 is	 popularly	 known	 as	 a	 season	 for	
individual self-examination, penitence, and 
“giving something up” as a spiritual discipline. It 
seems to be primarily inwardly and negatively 
focused. It’s commonly seen as being about 
what’s wrong with me as an individual and 
what I’m willing to do to improve myself. 
 
While self-examination and some individual 
work are part of the work of Lent, the early 
church developed Lent to be primarily “other-
focused.” Lent was created as the final leg of 
intense preparation and support for people who 
had chosen to learn to live the way of Jesus. It 
was, we might say, a kind of finishing school 
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for those preparing for baptism and lifelong 
Christian discipleship. 
 
Each week during Lectionary Year A, the 
readings correspond to a section of our 
baptismal vows. Worship each week becomes 
an occasion to celebrate and contemplate what 
it means to live out one or more of these 
vows.2 
 
 
March 1, 2017      
“Remember” 
Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17  
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
 
March 5, 2017      
“Renounce” 
First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Psalm 32  
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 
March 12, 2017      
“Accept” 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 12:1-4a 
Psalm 121  
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
John 3:1-17 
 
 
March 19, 2017      
“Confess” 
Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95  
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 
 

																																																								
2	General	Board	of	Discipleship	Lectionary	Resources.	
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/lent-living-
our-baptismal-calling	
Accessed	2-21-17.	

March 26, 2017      
“Nurture” 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
I Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23  
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 
 
Looking forward to this time of renewing our 
minds and hearts for Christian discipleship. 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

 
 

You can do your part to help the Trustees care 
for our church.  When you have an hour or two 
free, go to the church and do some yard 
cleanup…raking, weeding, pruning, sweeping, 
and general yard debris picking up.  A little 
work here and there from all of us will help out 
our hard working Trustees and show off our 
property at its best! 
 
 

  
 
 
Canby United Methodist Church will host a day 
of prayer and reflection for the World Day of 
Prayer.  See the flyer on the next page.



Step away and pray 
World Day of Prayer 

PRAYER RETREAT 
Friday, March 3, 2017 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Join us for part or all of the day  

Retreat begins and ends with  
Group Prayer 

Space and time for personal prayer 
and reflection: 

● Journaling ● Spiritual reading�● Collage and 
Coloring (materials provided or bring your own)  
● Walk along the Mollala River � 
Check our website for the retreat schedule, directions 
and other information about our community of faith.  

A SOUP LUNCHEON WILL BE SERVED  
BETWEEN 11:30 - 1:00 PM 

 
Canby United Methodist Church 1520 N. Holly Street 
Canby, Oregon 97013 (503) 263-6419 
www.canbyumc.com Email:canbyumc@canby.com 



Finance 
 

February income was a bit lower than what 
was required to pay all the bills, influenced 
some by the quarterly insurance payment.   For 
cash flow purposes we needed to transfer 
$1,200 from the contingency fund which will be 
adjusted after we know the last Sunday 
offering for the month.  Just a note on 
insurance, we have been working with our 
insurance coverages and making some 
adjustments to lower that annual cost.    We 
have an excellent insurance package, but there 
are some coverages where adjusted limits 
make sense plus a few coverages just are not 
needed for our circumstances.  The 2017 
budget that was adopted anticipated some 
reduction in insurance costs as we manage our 
costs where we can.   We are processing our 
first payroll with a new processing service that 
will reduce payroll admin costs. 
 
We really hope to be able to pay our 
apportionments in full this year.  January 
started off very positive with being able to send 
$2000.   For February is does not appear that 
we will be able to send anything.     Please 
keep this ministry need in your prayers as we 
go through the year. 
 
Just a callout to Renna Marcus, our part-time 
bookkeeper.   Rennna provides an excellent 
service to our church with her commitment and 
her  attention to detail.  She is a pleasure to 
work with as she finds time each week to 
process any invoices and send us a summary 
email of where things stand.  Thanks Renna. 
 
Mark Oldekamp, Chair 
 

 
 

WE APPRECIATE YOU RENNA! 
 

UMW 
 

Dates to Remember: 
 
March 3, 2017 - World Day of Prayer for 24 
hours.  Praying not only our prayer list but all 
over the world. 
 
March 4, 2017 - UMW will meet at the church 
at 1:00 p.m.  All women are invited to attend. 
 
March 8, 2017 -  Wesleyan Circle will meet at 
1:00 p.m. at Geni Pittelkau's home.   

 
 

Are You Ready for a Challenge? 
 
Beginning Sunday, March 5 through April 12, 
Pastor Karen has extended an invitation to us 
and to anyone we would like to include, to 
participate in The 30-Day Kindness Challenge.  
This movment to increase kindness in our lives 
is based on the ideas presented in a new book  
by Shaunti Feldhahn, The Kindness Challenge, 
Thirty Days to Improve Any Relationship. 
 
According to this author, 89% of relationships 
improve if you pick a person with whom you 
want a better relationship; then for 30 days: 
 
1. Say nothing negative about that person—

either to them or about them to anyone 
else. 
 

2. Each day find one positive thing you can 
praise or affirm about that person and tell 
them and tell someone else. 
 

3. Each day, do one small act of kindness or 
generosity for them.3 

 
This is an activity that you can do in the 
comfort of your home on your computer.  This 
can be a personal journey for you or you can 
share your experience with others.  Simply go 
online and get more information at 
http://www.jointhekindnesschallenge.com/ 
Small groups can meet for extra conversation, 

																																																								
3	http://www.jointhekindnesschallenge.com/ 
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encouragement and support.  If you have 
questions, Pastor Karen will be happy to 
answer them. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Begins New Study 

 
Sunday, March 5, the adult Sunday School will 
begin a study of The Gift of Years, Growing 
Old Gracefully by Joan Chittister.   
 
Not only accepting but celebrating getting old, 
this inspirational and illuminating work looks at 
the many facets of the aging process, from 
purposes and challenges to struggles and 
surprises. Central throughout is a call to 
cherish the blessing of aging as a natural part 
of life that is active, productive, and deeply 
rewarding. Perhaps the most important 
dimension revealed lies in the awareness that 
there is a purpose to aging and intention built 
into every stage of life. Chittister reflects on 
many key issues, including the temptation 
towards isolation, the need to stay involved, 
the importance of health and well-being, what 
happens when old relationships end or shift, 
the fear of tomorrow, and the mystery of 
forever. Readers are encouraged to surmount 
their fears of getting older and find beauty in 
aging well. 
 
Please join this group on Sunday mornings at 
9:00 am.  This study will be facilitated by 
Marilyn Gatica.  You may contact her if you 
would like a copy of the book.  The cost is $10. 
It promises to be a worthwhile read! 
 
 

March Birthdays 
 

1st Julene Koenig 
5th Heidi Laitinen 
7th Heidi Oldenkamp 
9th Dena Kersting 
11th Gwen Schweitzer 
13th Karen Joy 
14th Donna  McManamon 
 Jan Whitcomb 
17th Audrey Oldenkamp 

27th Curtis Cooley 
28th Phil Seale 
 

Greeters for March 
 

Mar. 5  Shirley Wright 
  Lori Baker 
 
Mar. 12 Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 
 
Mar. 19 Joe & Sharon Perez 
 
Mar. 26th Nadine Beck 
  Gordon Leigh 
 

Coffee Hour for March 
 

Mar. 5  Heidi Laitinen 
  Mary Ann Brown 
  Julie Chapin  
  Jill Taylor 
 
 
Mar. 12 Leta Bunnell 
  Lynn Shafer 
  Sheila Brown 
  Nadine Beck 
 
Mar. 19 Al & Nori Zieg 
  Diane Trujillo 
 
Mar. 26 Marilyn Gatica 
  Phyllis Thompson 
  Tim & Kristie VandeKamp 
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March 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

    

 
 

 
 

 World Day 
of Prayer 
10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm 

 

UMW Gen. 
Mtg. 1:00-
2:00 pm 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
GR: S. Wright, 
L. Cunningham 
CH: H. Laitinen, 
M.A. Brown, J. 
Chapin, J. 
Taylor 
Begin 30-Day 
Challenge 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

Wesleyan’s 
@ 1 pm at 
Geni 
Pittelkau’s 
 

 
 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
GR: M. & L. 
Oldenkamp 
CH: L. Bunnell, 
L. Shafer, S. 
Brown, N. Beck 

 
Soup 
Supper  
6 pm 

 
 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees, 
TBA 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
GR: J. & S. 
Perez 
CH: A. & N. 
Zieg, D. Trujillo 
 
Finance  
Following 
worship 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
GR: N. Beck, G. 
Leigh 
CH: M. Gatica, 
P. Thompson, T. 
& K. 
VandeKamp 
Church Council 
TBA 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm  

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10–11 am, Tu. evening 5:30 pm 

 


