
The 
Messenger 

 
From The Pastor’s Desk….. 
 
Guest Post: 
This month I want to share this article 
with you written by the Cascadia District 
Lay Leader, Paula Sadler. We’ll be talking 
at Church Council about this concept. 
Maybe as you meet in your other small 
groups for prayer, Bible study, quilting, 
coffee, etc. you could talk about what 
makes Canby UMC “indispensable” to the 
Canby Community.  
 
May we have courage in our following of 
Christ and in our seeking to be relevant 
to this community. 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

 
Are You Indispensable? 

 
Back in November, I mentioned my plan 
to reflect on the question:  “Would your 
community notice if the local United 
Methodist Church disappeared?”  So 
after a couple of months of 
contemplation (ahem, procrastination), I 
am going to gather my thoughts and 
share them with you. 
 
I’d like to start with the proposition that 
nothing that a church does for its 
members within its four walls impacts 
whether the church’s community cares 
whether that church lives or dies.  The 
church can have the best Bible study or 
fabulous worship, but if those programs 
go away, the community won’t notice or 
care. 
 
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve  
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heard some version of the lament, 
“There are too many churches in this 
town to serve a population of its 
size.”  In most communities there are 
abundant choices for worship.  On top of 
local choices, there are radio, television 
and the internet providing options for 
worship.  So if one option drops off the 
menu, few people in the larger 
community will care. 
 
I want to clarify at this point that I am 
not saying that worship is 
unimportant.  Last weekend, eighteen 
of us met with facilitator Reverend Peg 
Lofsvold and, among other things, talked 
about how important worship is as a way 
to love God, build community, and 
energize people for the work of 
discipleship.  My point is that worship 
matters to us on the inside. 
 
But what makes the larger 
community care? 
 
One church in the Cascadia District lives 
out Jesus’s instruction to “let the little 
children come to me.” (Mark 
19:14)  There isn’t a park with a 
playground in town.  So the church 
provides a playground and, one day a 
week, healthy snacks and homework 
help.  If that church dies, it will be 
missed. 
 
Another Cascadia church answers Jesus’s 
call to “feed my sheep” (John 
21:17).  That church provides the only 
food pantry within a two hour drive.  The 
loss of that church would indeed be 
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mourned by its community. 
 
Still another church provides clothing at 
a weekly “free store,” where gently used 
items from the congregation and the 
larger community are redistributed to 
those in need.  Again, the loss of that 
community’s United Methodist Church 
would be a blow. 
 
Each of these churches lives out the 
call to discipleship by feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, and 
welcoming children or 
strangers.  Their communities see 
and feel the transformative presence 
of these churches. 
 
The pastor of one of these churches 
shared an experience with me.  He had 
been at a local farmers’ market and 
introduced himself as the pastor of a 
local church.  He was then asked which 
church.  He replied that he was the 
pastor at the United Methodist 
Church.  His new acquaintance 
responded, “Oh, that’s the church that 
really walks the walk.” 
 
May the same be said of all of Cascadia’s 
churches!  
Paula Sadler 
Cascadia District Lay Leader 
jpcsadler@aol.com 
 

Sermons and Scriptures  
For March 

 
Continuing to Explore Fruitful 

Practices of a Vital Congregation 
 
March 4, 2018 
Third Sunday in Lent 
Intentional Discipleship 
Diana Trujillo shares her own faith 
journey 
I Cor 1:18-25 

Pastor Karen in Boise for grandson’s 
baptism 
 
March 11, 2018 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Risk Taking Mission and Service 
Unlikely Mission at Midnight 
John 3:1-21 
Special Offering: UMCOR Sunday 
Formerly One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
March 18, 2018 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Extravagant Generosity 
We Plant, God Brings Growth 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 
March 25, 2018 
Palm Sunday 
On the Road to Jerusalem 
Mark 11, 14, 15 
 
March 29, 2018 
Maundy Thursday 
Soup Supper Potluck at 6 pm 
Worship and Communion at 6:45 
 
March 30, 2018 
Good Friday service 
Time TBA 
 
April 1, 2018 
Resurrection Day! Easter 
Insider Knowledge 
John 20:1-18 
 
Learning the Story 
Each week I invite you to read and 
reflect on a portion of God’s Story. Read 
the scripture several times and discern 
your place in this part of God’s Story. 
How does this part of the story help you 
understand the whole story more fully? 
 
Finish by March 4  Genesis 37:2-36 
 Joseph the dreamer 
 
 



	 3	

Finish by March 11  Exodus 1-3 
 Moses born and called 
 
Finish by March 18 Exodus 7-11:10 
 Ten Plagues 
 
Finish by March 25 Exodus 12:1-17 
 The Passover 
 
Finish by April 1 Exodus 12:17-50, 13-
 15:1-21 
 Israelites leave Eygpt 
 

A Message from our DS 
Tim Overton-Harris 

Leap! (Help Available) 

Having served in local churches for over 
33 years I have discovered a few 
common realities. It doesn’t matter the 
location, size, vitality, or circumstance of 
a congregation, these few realities 
always seem to be present. One of 
these is related to the moment a new 
concept, program, ministry, or idea 
surfaces and gains momentum. 
Inevitably someone will say, “But we 
don’t have the people or the money 
to do it.” Churches, almost any church, 
seems to operate out of a position of 
scarcity – we don’t have enough. 
  
I think this is an issue of faith and 
an issue of protectionism. This is 
a faith issue because we seem unable to 
trust that if the idea, ministry, program, 
etc. is God’s desire for our church 
the people and resources will be found. 
We restrict the Holy Spirit from 
setting hearts, minds and spirits aflame 
with passion and inspiration because 
we doubt we can do this new thing even 
if God is challenging us to do it. I know 
many of you are saying, “But how do we 
know if it is God?” There is no hard and 
fast way to know, but if someone has a 
passion, if the new thing is about caring 

for others, advocating for others, serving 
others, creating space for others, and if 
more than one person feels it to be a 
direction that would be worthy of effort 
and resources then often that means it is 
of God. The only way you can know for 
sure is to do it. 

 
This resistance is an issue of 
protectionism because many times when 
we discuss something new we fear losing 
support for what is already happening. 
More times than not we want to protect 
what we have been doing because it is 
an honored tradition, it is how we have 
always done things, or we don’t want to 
have something that once was a passion 
fall by the wayside. Often the new thing 
will call into question something that is 
already happening or will challenge the 
assumptions that undergird what has 
been the driving force for what is going 
on. Ben Franklin said, “A bird in the hand 
is worth two in the bush.” We value what 
we already have and we think this new 
thing might not pan out, so we hold tight 
to what we know. 
 
We have become risk adverse in the 
church. We don’t want to try something, 
invest resources in doing something, and 
then have it fail. Somehow, we think that 
if failure happens we have wasted those 
resources, that we have misunderstood 
God’s call, that we have lost credibility 
with others. 
 
However, we all know that innovation 
means taking risks. We all know that we 
learn best from our mistakes. Thomas 
Edison tried 1000 different filaments for 
his light bulb before finding the one that 
worked. We all also know that what 
has always worked in the past is no 
longer working, assumptions that 
proved true at one time are no 
longer true. We are at a moment of 
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historic change in our churches, nation 
and world. Paradigms are shifting. And 
the ONLY way to come out the other side 
is to try new things. To think differently. 
To set aside your assumptions and take 
a risk. 
 
So back to the common reality I started 
with and the statement that has rung out 
throughout the years and churches, “We 
don’t have the people or the money to do 
it.” There is a group within the Cascadia 
District that could help with at least part 
of this, the money part: the Cascadia 
District Church Extension Society. 
 
Most of us think of the Extension Society 
as a place to go for help funding some 
kind of capital repair or replacement 
need, especially one that needs funds 
right away. It makes low or no cost loans 
or grants available to churches for things 
like furnaces, dishwashers, roof repairs, 
etc. But the Cascadia District Church 
Extension Society also make grants 
available to local churches for new 
ministries that reach new 
people, innovative programs and 
projects that are beyond the local 
church’s budget or that need 
additional funding to make them 
happen. You can find out more 
at www.umoi.org/cascadiaextension or 
by contacting Lee Hunefeld, president of 
the Cascadia District Church Extension 
Society (lelandh@mac.com). 

Stop being scared. Stop being frozen by 
being risk adverse. Stop believing that 
you must operate out of a mode of 
scarcity. Instead embrace the 
possible, dream the dream, listen to 
the Spirit and take a chance, a risk, 
reach out for some help and make a 
leap and see what might be. 

Peace, 
DS Tim Overton-Harris 

Finance 
 
February income was not coming in at the 
usual amounts early in the month, but the 
4th Sunday offering was strong.   This 
likely was aided by the special message 
that Pastor Karen sent out before the last 
Sunday.  Because of cash flow timing, we 
did borrow from the contingency fund to 
cover payroll but that account will be 
reimbursed because of the 4th week 
offering.   Thanks again to all that support 
our CUMC ministry.  We will send $500 
toward apportionment for February. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 
 
 

Trustees 
 

Things you may have noticed and have 
appreciated: 
 
1) Spanish language signs for the 
preschool playground have been ordered. 
This is being done to assist our Spanish 
speakers in the community.  
 
2) Del Hildreth and Dennis Elvey 
replaced the outside church lights 
making the parking lot much safer as 
well as properly lighting the cross at the 
top of the church. They also replaced 
furnace filters. 
 
Judy Zettergren 
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This past month we used The United 
Methodist General Commission on 
Religion and Race to show a video on the 
internet to use as conversation 
starter.  On Saturday, February 10th, we 
saw the video on "Deconstructing White 
Privilege" with Dr. Robin DiAngelo.  The 
video was followed by questions on how 
we might offer a safe and welcoming 
space in our church for all peoples who 
want to come and participate. We then 
had a "Reflexion" on being the "Blessed" 
amidst violence.  In the midst of our 
questions and uncertainty, we hear the 
words of Jesus reminding us who we are 
and what we are about as followers of 
Christ.  We read Matthew 5:3-12 (NRSV) 
"Blessed are..."  To be "Blessed" is to be 
a citizen of God's world, active 
participant of God's kingdom where all 
people regardless of whatever categories 
we have created, are valued.  To be 
"Blessed" is to live a life Jesus 
exemplified! 
 
Sharon Perez and Deanna Johnson 
brought the "love" treats.  Present were: 
Sharon Perez, Deanna Johnson, Julie 
Chapin, Shirley Wright, Jan Whitcomb, 
Geni Pittelkau, Bess Milhauser and Phyllis 
Stuart-Meyer. 
 
On March 10th, we plan to visit the 
Shriners.  Our tour guide will be Mr. Ron 
Gamble. 
 
On Sunday, March 11th, Daylight 
Savings Time begins and the Potato Bake 
follows worship!   

 
Come and join us! 
Sharon Perez, President 
 
Dates to Remember: 
 
March 8 - Wesleyans will meet at Leta 
Bunnell’s home at 1:00 p.m. 
 
March 10 -  UMW will meet at the church 
at noon to go on a field trip to the 
Shriner’s Children’s Hospital in Portland 
at 1:00 p.m. Ron Gamble will be our tour 
guide. 
 
March 11- At Coffee Hour, the UMW is 
serving Bake Potatoes, with all the 
trimmings. 

 
Care Team 

 
For the month of February, The Care 
Team sent out 56 cards, made 7 visits, 2 
calls, and 1 email. On Sunday, March 4th 
we will have Easter Baskets out in the 
Narthex for Church members to write 
cards and/or leave chocolate bunnies, 
etc. for our "shut-ins".  Be sure to fill out 
a card after church! 
 
Sharon Perez 
Deanna Johnson 
Peggy Yeats 
Gerri Ballas 
Phyllis Stuart-Meyer 
 
 

Bits & Pieces 
 

Recycling will have another $90 deposit 
this coming Sunday.   Keep those filled 
green bags coming.    
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March 29: Maundy Thursday, 6 pm 
Potluck Soup Supper, 6:45 Worship and 

Communion 
 

March 30: Good Friday service at Noon 
 

April 1: Resurrection Day!  
Easter Breakfast, 8:45-9:30 

Worship with Communion, 10:15 
 

 
March Birthdays 

 
1st Julene Koenig  
5th Heidi Laitinen 
7th Heidi Oldenkamp 
9th Dena Kersting 
11th Gwen Schweitzer 
13th Karen Joy 
14th Donna  
McManamon 
 Jan Whitcomb 
17th Audrey 
Oldenkamp 
27th Curtis Cooley 
28th Phil Seale 
 

Greeters for March 
 

Mar. 4  Shirley Wright 
  Gerri Ballas 
 
Mar. 11 Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 
 
Mar. 18 Joe & Sharon Perez 
 
Mar. 25 Julie Chapin 
  Jan Whitcomb 

 
Coffee Hour for March 

 
Mar. 4  Gary Burgin  
  Joe & Sharon Perez 
 
Mar. 11 Lea Bunnell 
  Lynn Shafer 
  Julie Chapin 
 
Mar. 18 Judy Zettergren 
  Diana Trujillo 
  Kristie VandeKamp 
 
Mar. 25 Geni Pittlekau 
  Bess Milhauser 
  Karen Joy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

 
 

  
 

 

    

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
GR: S. Wright, G. 
Ballas 
CH: G. Burgin, J. 
& S. Perez 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 
 

 Wesleyan’s @ 
1 pm at L. 
Bunnell’s 

  
UMW  
Field  Trip to 
Shriners 
Hosp. 
Noon  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
GR: M. & L. 
Oldenkamp 
CH: L. Bunnell, L. 
Shafer, J. Chapin 
UMW Baked 
Potato Bar 

 
Trustees  
1 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 

 
 

Care Comm. 
10 am 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
GR: J. & S. Perez 
CH: J. Zettergren, 
D. Trujillo, K. 
VandeKamp 

 
Finance 7 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

  
 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
GR: J. Chapin, J. 
Whitcomb 
CH: G. Pittlekau, 
B. Milhauser, K. 
Joy 

Church 
Council 6 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 Maundy 
Thursday 
Soup Supper 
6 pm 
Worship 6:45 
 

Good Friday 
Noon 

 
 
Apr. 1 
Easter 
Breakfast 
8:45-9:30 
Worship 10:15 
 

Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

 
Canby United Methodist Church 

1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 
503-263-6419, www.canbyumc@canby.com 

Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 
Pastor – Karen Shimer 

Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica 
Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter,  Stephanie Cook 

Custodian – Roy Morales 


