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The 
Messenger 

 
From The Pastor’s Desk….. 

 
Watch How You Cross the Freeway! 

 

 
 

One day this past week I was driving to 
Canby and as I was about to merge onto 
I-5, I saw a mama goose and her three 
goslings making their way across the 
three lanes of the entrance ramp. My 
natural inclination was to stop, but the 
flow of traffic prevented that. But they 
certainly created a space for thought. 
 
How often do I take the hardest road, 
the one with the least forgiving surface 
and barriers on either side? When do I 
become exhausted from dodging traffic 
and frantically scramble for safety on the 
“other side” just to find a cement barrier 
and a drop-off that ends in another busy 
freeway? 
 
What were Mama Goose’s options? Not 
being a goose, I can’t think of a goose’s 
options, but it seems like flying would 
have been a good idea. Except that her 
babies weren’t ready to fly yet. Hmm, 
then choosing a different route would 
have been safer. Or staying put until  
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night when the traffic died down. Or 
simply staying put. 
 
Several questions unfolded in my mind 
as I continued the drive to Canby: 
 

• When do I live as the goslings – 
needing protection, guidance, 
someone to choose the way for 
me?  

• Have I experienced a “way” that is 
hard and seems unsafe, unaware 
of God’s protection around me? 

• When do I live as the mama, doing 
what I know is important, helping 
others find a safe place to be? 
Sometimes that involves risks that 
threaten current existence.  

• Is that kind of threat always bad or 
are there times when it is good to 
question my life practices, my 
direction, my goal? 

• Will she make it safely to the other 
side? Where was she going? Where 
I am going? Will I make it safely to 
my destination? 

 
A line from Psalm 31 comes to mind as I 
ponder these questions:  
 
“I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You 
are my God.’ My times are in your 
hands.” 
(Psalm 31:14) 
 
Yes. I trust in you, O Lord. 
Pastor Karen 
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Scriptures and Sermons for  
May 2016 

 
May 1, 2016  
Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Romans 8:1-17  
Refreshed 
Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67  
Revelation 21:10, 22–22:5 
John 14:23-29  
 
May 8, 2016  
Seventh Sunday of Easter   
Romans 8:18-30 
(Festival of the Christian 
Home/Mother’s Day)  
Ultimate Freedom 
(Readings for Ascension Day may be 
used) 
Acts 16:16-34 
Psalm 97  
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 
 
May 15, 2016  
Pentecost       
Romans 9:1-15 
Acts 2:1-21       
God Will Be God 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
 
May 22, 2016  
Trinity Sunday (First Sunday after 
Pentecost)  
Romans 9:16-33 
(Peace with Justice Sunday) 
Mercy Came Running 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Psalm 8  
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 
 
 
 

May 29, 2016  
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Romans 10 
I Kings 18:20-39      
Salvation is For Everyone 
Psalm 96  
Galatians 1:1-12 
Luke 7:1-10 

 
A Look Back and Forward 

 
Thoughts from our District 

Superintendent 

Be sure to keep my sabbaths, because 
the Sabbath is a sign between me and 
you in every generation so you will know 
that I am the Lord who makes you holy. 
(Exodus 31:13, CEB)  

Cascadia District is keeping the rhythm 
of Sabbath resting, rejoicing, and 
returning refreshed to ministry! In 
congregations, campsites, campus 
ministry, and community engagement, 
there is much to celebrate for our work 
together in 2015.  

We are called to Sabbath rest as a 
sign of remembrance and recognition of 
God’s great work among us. In Sunday 
sanctuaries and around campfires, on 
youth group couches and at hospital 
bedsides, God is present; our ministry in 
all its forms points to God’s goodness. 
And there comes a time when our work 
is done, and we lay it down in gratitude 
of God’s blessing, “Well done, good and 
faithful servants.”  

•  In June 2015, the Dundee UMC 
congregation worshipped together for the 
last time. But though their ministry is 
complete, their sanctuary still hosts an- 
other congregation, and their community 
meal continues with new sponsors.  
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•  Four clergy members in Cascadia are 
retiring from active ministry this year, 
and looking forward to the new 
adventures God has in store for them: 
Jonathan Enz, Jody Felton, Craig Hall 
Cutting, and Jon Langenwalter. We give 
thanks for their long and faithful service 
to God’s Kingdom.  

•  Jill Mayer, campus minister at Western 
Oregon, leaves us for a year’s graduate 
study in Europe.  

• Our district lay leader, Lisa Radford, 
steps down this year, too. Through 
difficult personal challenges, Lisa served 
her church and the District with grace 
and grit, and unflagging spirit. Thank 
you, Lisa, for your ministry and witness.  

We rejoice in the Sabbath’s gifts to 
us in Cascadia: churches, people, 
ministry, and resources.  

• Two of our congregations celebrated 
milestone anniversaries this year. 
Tillamook UMC is 150 years old, and 
Oregon City UMC marked 175 years of 
life! Generations have been blessed by 
their presence, with generations to 
come.  

• We rejoice in new ministry, too. UM 
Ministries of Salem-Keizer launched in 
May 2015, and have already out-stripped 
their first year goals to work together to 
reach new people for Christ. Bend 
Church launched worship in new ways 
and places for new people this year, 
including an arts-based experience; 
attendance is up 14%. Jefferson UMC 
expanded their food bank program with a 
new building and garden in partnership 
with the District Extension Society. Tiny 
Amity UMC doubled their worship 
attendance by moving to a music-filled 
Sunday night service.  

•  We are reaching new people! There 
were 97 professions of faith in Cascadia 
District churches in 2015, 45 more than 
the previous year. And 40 folks were 
welcomed in eleven congregations who 
had had no new members at all in 2014. 
So much rejoicing!  

•  New outreach is bringing joy, too. 
Astoria FUMC hosts a new winter 
warming center (with huge ecumenical 
support), and Nehalem Bay UMC opened 
a volunteer-staffed welcome center for 
the community. And John Day UMC is 
now led by an enthusiastic team of 
women giving their time and talent to a 
growing congregation with huge 
community impact. They were 
recognized by FEMA and UM Disaster 
Response teams for their courage and 
compassion during the wildfires in 
summer 2015, as the heart of the 
community’s efforts to help.  

•  Cascadia was off the charts in support 
of Imagine No Malaria--over $110,000--
twice the giving of any other 
district! This second-mile giving comes 
after extraordinary support of 
apportionment giving. Twenty-seven 
churches gave at 100% or more. Many 
more churches made significant gains in 
reaching the goal. Thank you for our 
generosity!  

We return from Sabbath rest to a 
renewed spirit for sharing good 
news in 2016. The Holy Spirit is lead- 
ing us to launch a new faith community 
with second-generation Hispanic families 
in Salem-Keizer. We will explore the 
possibilities for shared ministry on the 
north coast, Astoria to Tillamook, and in 
the mid-valley. Plans are shaping up for 
fall and spring events throughout the 
District to allow us time and space to 
share deeply, to learn and pray, and to 
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celebrate the goodness of God’s Sabbath 
rest, rejoicing, and renewal.  

Thanks be to God!  

Peg Lofsvold  

Cascadia District Superintendent  

General Conference Is  
Just About Here 

The General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church will convene in 
Portland, Oregon on May 10th, with pre-
conference meetings happening the week 
prior to that.  

General Conference is the top policy-
making body of The United Methodist 
Church which meets once every four 
years. The conference can revise church 
law, as well as adopt resolutions on 
current moral, social, pub- lic policy and 
economic issues. It also approves plans 
and budgets for church-wide programs. 
There will be debates, votes, celebration, 
worship, prayer, sermons . . .  

Please pray for our delegates and 
reserve delegates to General and 
Jurisdictional Conference: 
 
Jan Nelson  Rev. Donna Pritchard 
Josh Hauser  Rev. Clay Andrew 
Mark Bateman Rev. Jeremy Smith 
David Armstrong Rev. Duane Anders 
Emilie Kroen Rev. Wendy Woodworth 
Norm Dyer      Rev. John (Joung Youl) Go 

Uplift each name, envision God’s love filling 
them, like light, like water, and overflowing. 
Take a minute for each asking for God to 
give them wisdom, joy, and a spirit of 
compassion for others. Pray for their ability 
to absorb and sort through materials, and 
be able to focus on what is most important. 

Lord, let them each be characterized by 
your love." 

You can attend:  

•  As a volunteer—it is not too late to 
sign up: 
http://westernjurisdictionumc.org/gc201
6/  

• An outline of the worship schedule 
was published in the February 
2016 issue of the Cascadia District 
newsletter. You can watch all 
plenary sessions, worship services, 
episcopal and laity addresses, and 
other special events will be live 
streamed at www.umc.org.  

• Here is a good summary of the 
major issues to be addressed: 
http://www.umc.org/who-we 
are/general-conference-2016-
major-legislative-issues.  

Keep up with all the news about General 
Conference 2016 in Portland at 
www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-
conference-2016.  

 
FINANCE 

 
April was a better month than March in 
that we had lower expenses and our 
income was nearly enough to cover the 
bills.  We did use $300 of contingency 
funds in April for regular expenses and 
are sending $500 toward 
apportionments.  In the prior two 
months, where it was reported that we 
used contingency funds, we had a good 
month end recovery and ended up only 
using these for cash flow purposes.  Year 
to date we have now used $800 of the 
$5000 contingency fund. 
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The reduction in staff costs in the office 
will help with balancing the 
budget.  Reliance on new volunteers is 
best for us right now with understanding 
that we will have reduced office hours. 
You should have received your first 
quarter giving statements; let the office 
know if you did not receive this or if 
there are any corrections that need to 
me discussed. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 

Trustees Awaiting Good 
Weather 

 
Hopefully, May will 
provide with us a good 
weather opportunity to 
begin the roof project.  
We have received some 
extra contributions for this 
project including a significant 

one for $5,000.  This is huge and there are still 
those who intend to support this necessary, but 
expensive project.   All extra monies will 
reduce the need to dip into our limited 
reserves.  We estimate the cost to be around 
$35,000 and hope we do not get any significant 
surprises. 
 
Relay for Life - 

Canby 
 

Planning for this annual 
Canby version to raise funds for cancer 
research have been happening for 
months already.  At this time a CUMC 
team has been established so those that 
wish to participate can.  You can register 
online: 
http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/Relay
ForLife/RLCY16GW?fr_id=75384&pg=ent
ryor or let me know and we will try to 
assist.  The event this year is Saturday 
June 25th.  The format is very different 
from prior years as this will not be an 

overnight event.  We want to make sure 
all our survivors have the opportunity to 
participate in the event planned just for 
them; this does require advance signup 
to get a shirt.  CUMC have been great 
participants in the luminaria activity 
which to me and others is the highlight 
of the event.  This is a great opportunity 
to remember those that you have a 
connection to that have been taken by 
cancer.  Dusk that evening is when that 
will occur.   
 
We are still working on details for a 
CUMC sponsored omelet event there as 
part of our fundraising.  More information 
will be coming.  This is about fundraising 
for cancer research.  If you are inclined 
to support this effort see me and I can 
help get your donations credited to our 
team effort. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, CUMC Coordinator 
 
 

UMW 
 

May 5 - UMW General Meeting  
 10:00 a.m. 
 
May 11 - Neighborly Lamplighters  - 
 1:30p.m. at CUMC 
 
May 12 - Wesleyan Circle –  
 1 - 3pm at Jan Whitcomb's at 
 Spring Ridge. 
 
May 26 - UMW  Board Meeting - 
 11:00am at the CUMC. 
 
COMING EVENTS; 
 
June 12 - Crockpot Cook -Off after 
 church in the dining Hall 
 
CUMC  -  Is signed up to help at the 
 Canby Senior Center to 
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 help   serve lunch  the fourth 
 Monday each month.  Time is  
 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Any one 
 that can help with this project is 
 appreciated. 
 

Bits & Pieces 
 

Recycling 
 
Keep bringing recyclable beverage 
containers to the receptacle in the church 
as a part of our stewardship.  In April I 
redeemed from our account $80 more 
that I will deposit this coming Sunday.  If 
you wish to try to fill the special green 
bags that we use to turn in the donations 
see me, and I will get you one or a few 
to try.  Whatever you can put directly 
into those bags saves me a bit of time 
repacking them for the drop-
off.  Aluminum, glass and plastic can all 
be recycled in the same bag, no need to 
sort.  Very simple…it helps our 
environment and we make dollars for 
mission support.  Win -Win! 
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Just a reminder 
that our Adult 
Sunday School 
class will finish 
the current study 
at the end of 
May.  We do not 

meet over the summer, but we will 
resume in the fall.  Make plans to join us 
then. 
 

May Birthdays 
 
13th Dwight Knapp 
16th Bob Peebles 
18th Lori Cunningham 
20th  Phyllis Thompson 

23rd Mariah Laitinen 
29th Maren Porter 
(If your birthday has been omitted from 
the newsletter, please send me an email 
as to when it is so I can be sure to add it 
to the list.  Thanks.) 
 

Greeters for May 
 

May 1  Dennis & Judy Elvey 
 
May 8  Lori Baker-Cunningham 
  Karen Joy 
 
May 15 Heidi Laitinen 
  Mara Laitinen 
 
May 22 Gary Burgin 
  Bob Cambra 
 
May 29 Nadine Beck 
  Phyllis Thompson 
 

Coffee Hour for May 
 

May 1 Geni Pittelkau 
  Karen Joy 
  Bess Milhauser 
 
May 8 Bob Cambra 
  Jill Kahle 
  Phyllis Stuart-Meyer 
 
May 15 Del & Gail Hildreth 
  Jan Whitcomb 
  Marilyn Gatica 
 
May 22 Ron & Shelly Parsons 
  Shirley Wright 
  Lori Baker-Cunningham 
 
May 29 ALL CHURCH POTLUCK 
  Sid & Sheila Brown 
  Jill Taylor 
  Sharon Trimble 
 
 



 

May 2016 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

GR: D. & J. Elvey 
CH: G. Pittelkau, 
K. Joy, B. 
Milhauser 

   UMW Gen. 
Mtg. 10 am 
 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
GR: L. Baker-
Cunningham, K. 
Joy 
CH: B. Cambra, J. 
Kahle, P. Stuart-
Meyer, A. 
Ackerman 
 

 Tea at The 
White Rabbit, 
Aurora, 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees  
7 pm 

Neighborly 
Lamplighters, 
@ church, 
1:30 pm 

Wesleyan’s @ 
J. Whitcomb’s,  
1-3 pm, 
SpringRidge 
 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
GR: H. & M. 
Laitinen 
CH: D. & G. 
Hildreth, S. 
Wright, L. Baker-
Cunningham 

Finance 7 pm Tea at The 
White Rabbit, 
Aurora, 
 2-3 pm 

 
 

Care Comm. 
10 am 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
GR: G. Burgin, B. 
Cambra 
CH: R. & S. 
Parsons, S. 
Wright, L. Baker-
Cunningham 

Church 
Council 
6 pm 
Serve lunch at 
Adult Center, 
10 am – 1 pm 

Tea at The 
White Rabbit, 
Aurora, 
 2-3 pm 

 UMW Board 
11 am 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  

29 30 31     
GR: N. Beck, P. 
Thompson 
CH: S. & S. 
Brown, J. Taylor, 
S. Trimble 
ALL CHURCH 
POTLUCK 

 Tea at The 
White Rabbit, 
Aurora, 
 2-3 pm  

    

 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Venture Crew, Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 pm, Youth Rm 

 
 Canby United Methodist Church 
 1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 
 503-263-6419, www.canbyumc@canby.com 
 Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 
  Pastor – Karen Shimer 
 Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter, Stephanie Cook 
 Custodian – Roy Morales 
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