
The 
Messenger 

	
From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 
Dear family,  
 
I had an opportunity recently to visit with our 
interim District Superintendent, Rev. Steve 
Sprecher, about the vitality of ministry here at 
Canby United Methodist Church. Our 
conversation went beyond the usual—
attendance, newly baptized members, 
finances, etc.—to the extraordinary character 
of this family of faith. I got to brag about you 
all and it was such a blessing! 
 
Each one of you plays such an important role 
in our life together and in outreach to the 
community:  
• those who make and serve food  
• those who create activities and lead and 

teach children and adults 
• those who write cards and pray and visit  
• those who give financially and/or of time, 

talent, and energy 
• those who greet and reach out in love each 

Sunday we meet for worship 
• those who give testimony of God-sightings 
• those who watch for God at work 
 
And what strikes me most deeply is that all of 
you give fully and completely without reserve in 
the areas you are called to give. Your 
commitment and dedication to God show in 
your attitudes, your actions, your words. 
 
In this Easter season, we hear of the disciples’ 
growing ministries and see the work of the Holy 
Spirit in and through them. We watch the 
church grow spiritually and numerically. We 
match our stride with theirs in faith, as we look 
ahead to hosting the Imani Milele Children’s 
Choir from Uganda on May 18, plan for our 
Season of Spanish classes beginning June 19, 
and pray for our Pie Booth outreach in August.  
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We have so many opportunities to be with 
Jesus, to receive strength and guidance from 
the Holy Spirit, and to walk out our faith 
moment by moment, day by day. Together. 
 
Thank you for being such faithful and faith-filled 
disciples of Jesus. I truly am blessed to be in 
ministry with you. 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

Scripture and Sermons 
 for May 2017 

 
May 7, 2017  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47 
Psalm 23  
I Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 
 
May 14, 2017  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Mother’s Day 
Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
I Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 
 
May 21, 2017  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 
I Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 
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May 28, 2017 
Ascension Sunday 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  
I Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 
 

Season of Spanish –  
The Story 

 
Karen Shimer, Pastor Canby UMC 

 
Last November I was invited to the 
informational fundraising dinner for the 
Canby Center. Two empty places at the 
table were given to the parents of one of 
the speakers, a woman whose life had 
been touched by the ministry of Canby 
Center. They didn’t speak English and 
sat most of the evening in silence. Their 
daughter was seated at a different table. 
 
I am striving to live in awareness of 
ways to extend hospitality in my life and 
ministry, and felt the longing to connect 
with these new friends. What kept me 
from doing that was language. A person 
can only smile so many times, and 
handshake happens only once. We 
could not communicate with each other. 
 
This was God’s call for me to learn 
Spanish, and to offer the opportunity for 
others to build bridges through learning 
language and culture. The idea has 
continued to grow and God has 
provided ways for us to move forward. 
Certainly there are ESL classes to help 
Spanish speakers learn English. But 
there are not as many Spanish classes 
for those who are wanting to connect 
with Spanish speakers. This is not a 
class to prepare for travel. It’s a 
preparation for building bridges and 
relationships. 
 
 
 
 

So far we have 
• a bi-lingual teacher with cross-

cultural experience and a 
willingness to teach 

• connection with other bi-lingual 
people for support and help 

• curriculum to serve our purpose 
and goal 

• financial backing from the Council 
of Canby UMC 

• space and time to meet at Canby 
UMC 

 
We still need 

• Students – English speakers 
who want to learn Spanish to 
build relationships with Spanish 
speaking people who live in our 
community 

• Spanish speakers to help the 
learners practice real 
conversation 

• Prayers for this outreach – that 
God’s full purposes would be 
achieved for all involved 

 
 

 
Canby United Methodist Church 
“The Whole Life Learning Place” 

 





Finance 
 
April was the month of the Easter Egg 
Hunt.  Our special Easter appeal for extra 
giving toward our Shared ministry 
(apportionment) obligation received an 
amazing result. Special giving in response to 
the letter plus the net proceeds from the Easter 
breakfast was $3,600.  We were able to add 
$2,000 from regular monthly giving for a total of 
$5,600 being sent toward our $22,000 
allocation.  This brings us to $8,600 sent 
through April or nearly 40% already paid for the 
year. I reacted with "WOW" but should have 
said Thank you Lord. 
 
The organ repair project was completed with 
two fairly long service calls.  We had not had 
much maintenance on the organ for the past 
decade or more; we were overdue for care of 
this instrument.  Many issues were addressed 
and even I can hear the difference (I am not a 
musician).  Trina is having to adjust how she 
plays the instrument as she has much more 
power available. Thanks to great foresight, 
there was funding set aside decades ago for 
organ repair.  The approximate $2,000 cost 
was covered from a portion of those dedicated 
funds. 
 
Everyone should have received the first 
quarterly giving statement.  Most of these 
statements are delivered by email, some are 
handed out in church and the remaining ones 
are mailed.   If you have email that we can use 
for sending these reports it would be great to 
let the office know so we can send yours that 
way in the future.  Let the office know if you 
have any questions or potential corrections. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 
 

Trustees 
 

When it rains, it pours…and you could really 
say that holds true for our Oregon weather this 
winter.  But it also seems to apply to the many 
maintenance repairs and projects that keep 
cropping up in our church building.  The 
Trustees have been super busy assessing 

projects, gathering information, soliciting bids, 
and doing all the things needed to keep us “up 
and running.”  Here are the current projects 
and issues the Trustees are handling now… 
 
1. The Ladies Restroom near the office—a 

soft spot in the flooring required one toilet to 
be removed and a contractor to be located 
for a bid on repair. 

2. There is also the issue of mold on the 
ceiling in the basement which is being 
addressed. 

3. The Fellowship Hall doors are soon to be 
repaired with new hardware so that they will 
be secure.   

4. The members of Iglesia Apostolica have 
agreed to help us mow the lawns this 
summer and with leaf pickup in the fall. 

5. The grass bagger for the lawn mower is 
“broken” so a search is on for a 
replacement or repair. 

6. There will be 4 brown yard debris 
containers available for us to use this 
summer for garden compost. 

 
Helping with obtaining bids, contacting sources 
for repair, and arranging times for contractors 
to come into the building is now being handled 
by Judy Zettergren.  Her organizational skills 
will allow our industrious Trustees to take care 
of the hands on, day to day issues as they 
arise.  Thank you Judy for coming on board 
with this very important team in our church. 
 

 
 

Our UMW visited Hope Village in April.  Bess 
Milhauser and Geni Pittelkau were our 
guides.  We got to see the inner workings of 
the place, including a gym set up by Geni and 
her late husband!   
 
We visited cottages "B" and "C". Then we went 
to the Assisted Living area and passed out 
"Care Bears"!  Our church members and non-
members LOVED it!  We then returned to the 
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church for goodies and a Board 
Meeting.  Thank you Ladies! 
 
Our next meeting will be Saturday, May 13th at 
1:00 PM.  Our speaker will be Wendy May from 
the Canby Adult Center. She will speak about 
all the many ways the center can help adults. It 
will be at the church in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Goodies and a Board Meeting will follow. 
 
Sharon Perez, President 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
May 11 - Wesleyan Circle will meet at 1:00 
p.m. at Shirley Wright’s.  
 
May 13 - UMW will meet at l:00 p.m. at the 
church. .  Refreshments will be hosted Geni 
Pittelkau & Bess Milhauser.  Board meeting will 
follow after meeting. 
 
May 29 - Rummage sale items can be brought 
to the church and placed in the back portion of 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
The UMW will not meet again until 
September.  We will be busy through the 
summer with other projects. 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
 
June 2 & 3 - Rummage sale, 9 a.m. –  
4:00 p.m.  
 

 
 

 
The Care Team 

 
In April the Care Team sent Easter Baskets to 
our shut-ins.  They included cards from all of 
you and some chocolate bunnies. Everyone 
loved it!   
 
Phyllis Stuart-Meyer took Amy Ackerman to 
Ackerman Middle School to receive a special 
welcoming from the Special Needs kids  

(including our own Chi).  It included a lunch 
prepared by the kids!  Amy said it was Great! 
 
We also sent 66 cards, made 13 calls and 
visited 15 members.  Also, 15 e-mails were 
sent!  A huge thank you to our Care Team!! 
 
Sharon Perez, Chair 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Relay for Life 

 
 
 
I am planning to start personal fund raising for 
the Canby effort soon.  I did not hear from 
anyone about our team organizing 
participation.  As I wrote last month, the event 
is in a new place (Waite Park) with a much 
shorter time frame (dinner time through the 
luminary event), and organized by new 
leadership.   There will be the important 
Survivor events.  I did not hear from anyone 
about getting signed up, but my feeling is there 
are many that want to participate.    This event 
is the last Saturday in June, June 24 from 5 pm 
to 11 pm.  I will be connecting with prior 
participants about getting signed up. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Coordinator for CUMC 
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The sponsors of the Imani Milele Children’s 
Choir is a Christian organization on a mission 
to rescue, educate, develop, and improve lives 
of Uganda’s orphaned and most vulnerable 
children. Their goal is to overcome the 
obstacles in their path by equipping them with 
the necessary skills to become productive and 
self-sustaining leaders in society. The 
leadership team is comprised of individuals 
with diverse academic and professional 
backgrounds.  The mission is to raise 
awareness about Uganda’s three million-plus 
orphans and vulnerable children; ones 
currently living without life’s most basic needs.  
Though the number seems overwhelming, the 
good news is that there are simple solutions 
being utilized to equip children with skills to 
become independent and productive leaders. 
 
The choir is coming May 18. There are 16 
children and 6 chaperones, and one driver. Jill 
Kahle is arranging for host homes for the 

group. Hosts are asked to specify a number of 
people they can accommodate and fill out an 
informational sheet for the choir coordinator 
and then children and chaperones will be 
assigned accordingly by the choir coordinator. 
Details on what the host provides are pending, 
but we are assuming it will be a bed and 
breakfast and sack lunch for each person 
hosted. 
 
Peggy Yeats is overseeing the dinner 
preparation for the group. Folks are invited to 
contact her if they are willing to help. 
 
We need to spread the word that they are 
coming…posters are available in the office and 
we welcome anyone taking them out to the 
public areas to share. 
 
A love offering will be received and go directly 
to the choir. CUMC will not keep any of the 
offering. 
 

Bits & Pieces 
 

Recycling 
We are a team of passionate and de\ 
The per container redemption value 
doubled to ten cents on April 1.  I had 
saved up a few bags from March to turn 
in after April 1st.  I recently turned in $90 
and estimate there is at least $75 more in 
the Bottle Drop account available for 
redemption.  Thanks that all who  bring 
the redeemable containers and ask me 
for the green bags to fill.  Keep them 
coming.  There are a few more containers 
that are now redeemable under the new 
law, look for the labeling on the container 
to know if they are redeemable.  Even if 
they are not redeemable (tin cans), 
recycling is the right thing to do. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Recycler Extraordinaire 
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May Birthdays 
 

13th Dwight Knapp 
16th Bob Peebles   
20th Phyllis Thompson 
23rd Mara Laitinen 
  
 
 

Greeters for May 
 

May 7  Dennis & Judy Elvey 
 
May 14 Bess Milhauser 
  Karen Joy 
 
May 21 Heidi Laitinen 

 
May 28 Phil & Sarah Seale 

 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour for May 
 

May 7  Dwight & Bobbie Knapp 
  Tim & Kristie Vandekamp 
 
May 14 Lori Cunningham 
  Jill Taylor 
  Heidi Laitinen 
  Mary Ann Brown 
 
May 21 Shirley Wright 
  Sheila Brown 
  Jason Padden 
 
May 28 Al & Nori Zieg 
  Phil & Sarah Seale 
  Lynn Shafer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canby United Methodist Church 
1520 N Holly St., Canby, OR 97013  
503-263-6419, canbyumc@canby.com  
Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc  
Pastor – Karen Shimer  
Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica  
Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter, Stephanie Cook 
Custodian—Roy Morales  

 



May 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  

 
 
 
 

Tea at  
Cutsforth 
Thriftway  
2-3 pm 
 

    
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
GR: D. & J. Elvey 
CH: D. & B. Knapp, 
T. & K. VandeKamp 

 Tea at  
Cutsforth 
Thriftway  
2-3 pm 
Trustees TBA 
 

 Wesleyans 
@ S. 
Wright’s,  
1 pm 
 

 UMW @ 
Church 1 pm 
Speaker from 
Canby Adult 
Center 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
GR: B. Milhauser, 
K. Joy 
CH: L. 
Cunningham, J. 
Taylor, H. Laitinen, 
M.A.Brown 
Mother’s Day 

 
 
 
Finance 7 
pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway,  
2-3 pm 
Trustees TBA  

 Care Comm. 
10 am 
 
Imani Milele 
Children’s 
Choir 7 pm 

 
 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
GR: H. Laitinen, S. 
Trimble 
CH: S. Wright, S. 
Brown, J. Padden 
 

 
 
 
 
Church 
Council  
6 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway  
2-3 pm 
 
 

  
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

  

28 29 30 31 June 1 June 2 3 
GR: P. & S. Seale 
CH: A. & N. Zieg, P. 
& S. Seale, L. Shafer 

 
 

Bring 
rummage 
items to 
church 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway  
2-3 pm 
 

 
Set up for 
Rummage 
Sale 
 

  
Rummage 
Sale 9 am to 
4 pm 

 

 
 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Tu. Evening 5:30 pm 

 
 


