
The 
Messenger 

 
 

De la Pastora… 
 
Tengo que ir a México en mayo para 
aprender más español! 
 
Funny that this sentence showed up repeatedly 
in the script that we have been using in our 
Season of Spanish classes: “I need to (have 
to) go to Mexico in May to learn more 
Spanish.” 
 
And it is soon to be May and I am going to 
Mexico to learn more Spanish. 
 
¿Por qué? Why? 
Because God is calling me to do so. When I 
followed the call into ministry in 2005, I had a 
particular idea of what that call would look like. 
It changed 3 times while I was in seminary and 
has morphed several times as church culture 
has shifted and changed in the past 8 years. 
Even with all that history, I am a bit surprised at 
this new, unavoidable call to build bridges with 
our Hispanic neighbors, not just through kind 
intentions or hospitality, but by stepping into 
their culture through language.  
 
I don’t know how the call will play out. My 
passion is to be in ministry to families who are 
somewhat divided by language and culture; 
families where the parents speak better 
Spanish and the children are more comfortable 
with English. Imagine needing a bi-lingual 
worship experience for a family! Where? How? 
I don’t know. Whenever I ask God about that, 
the answer remains, “Just work toward learning 
Spanish. Gain confidence in communication. I’ll 
let you know what’s next.” 
 
¿A dónde vas? Where are you going? 
I am traveling with Marilyn Gatica, a member of 
our church who serves as our secretary. 
Marilyn and her husband Jorge served as 
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missionaries for ten years in Reynosa, Mexico  
south of McAllen, Texas. We will be staying 
with a family there that Marilyn knows. The 
plan is fairly simple: I will isten while the family 
talks. And I hope that as the moments go by, I 
will be able to add to the conversation as well.  
 
We hope to visit a nearby school where Marilyn 
worked in administration when she lived there. 
And see some of the local sights. We do not 
have a “mission” focus in the sense of helping 
with a project or teaching VBS. It is purely a 
language immersion experience for me and a 
time for Marilyn to reconnect with her dear 
friends.  
 
It is preparation for the “mission” that happens 
here in our own building and playground and 
garden. 
 
You will be well cared for while I am gone. 
Susan Brehmer and Rev. Brian Shimer are 
sharing the preaching responsibilities. Pastor 
Rand Sargent and Pastor Brian are committed 
to pastoral care for you. Gail Hildreth will be 
volunteering in the office and other leaders are 
at the ready should needs arise.  
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Your prayers are appreciated for us. Specifics 
are: 

• God’s providential care and covering for 
safe travel and all the details. 

• Good health throughout the three-week 
stay. 

• Courage for me to jump in with the 
language and laugh at my mistakes. 

• Connection with and blessing for this 
family who is extending hospitality to us. 

• Openness to God’s direction each day. 
• Energy and interior peace. 

 
Thank you for being part of God’s kingdom at 
work in your support for me as I go on this 
Adventure. I look forward to sharing stories 
with you from Mexico and when I get back and 
also for what God has for us in the coming 
months. 
 
Muchas bendiciones (many blessings), 
Pastora Karen 
	

Scripture and Sermons for 
May 2018 

 
May 6, 2018  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:30-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 
 
May 13, 2018    
Guest speaker, Susan Brehmer 
Ascension of the Lord 
Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 1 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
John 17:6-19 
 
May 20, 2018    
Guest speaker, Susan Brehmer 
Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
 

May 27, 2018    
Guest preacher, Rev. Brian Shimer 
Trinity Sunday/First Sunday After Pentecost 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29  
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 
 
Learning the Story 
Each week I invite you to read and reflect on a 
portion of God’s Story. Read the scripture 
several times and discern your place in this 
part of God’s Story. How does this part of the 
story help you understand the whole story 
more fully? 
 
Finish by May 6 
Ex 12:17-50, 13, 14, 15:1-21  
Israelites leave Egypt 
Ex 19, 20  God’s covenant with Israel 
   
Finish by May 13 
Joshua 2  The Story of Rahab 
Joshua 23-24  God Keeps His Promises 
 
Finish by May 20 
1 Sam 17  David kills Goliath 
2 Sam 5:1-5, 7 David becomes king;  
God’s promise to David 
 
Finish by May 27 
2 Sam 11, 12:1-25, Psalm 51 David and 
Bathsheeba 
 
Finish by June3 
Psalm 23, 100; 2 Chronicles 36:15-23  
Israel sent into exile 
	

Looking for a Few Good (Lay) 
Men (and a Lay Woman, too!) 

Do you feel you would like to be involved in the 
church beyond the local church level?  We 
could use your skills and commitment! 

If you have served on your local Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee, you know how important 
the work of this committee is, providing 
feedback and support to local church 
leadership.  A similar committee exists at the 
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district level, the Committee on 
Superintendency, which supports the district 
superintendent.  The Cascadia District is 
looking for two lay men, to provide gender 
balance, willing to serve on this 
committee.  The committee meets three times 
per year for two to three hours.  The meetings 
are held at the Cascadia District office in 
Salem.  However, members may join by video 
or telephone. 
 
If you have a passion for nurturing pastoral 
leadership, the District Committee on 
Ministry (DCOM) is the place for you.  This 
committee supports candidates for ordained 
ministry through their discernment 
process.  The committee also supports laity 
called to serve as licensed local pastors.  The 
Cascadia District has an opening for a lay 
person on this committee.  DCOM meets two 
to three times per year for a full day.  The 
location varies.  Participation in person is 
preferred. 
 
For people who are interested in the 
stewardship of the assets of the church, 
especially the real property, there is an 
opening for a lay man, to provide gender 
balance, on the District Board of Location 
and Building.  The Cascadia District is looking 
for a nominee who will bring a strategic and 
holistic approach to the stewardship of the 
district’s assets.  The board meets two to three 
times per year for less than half a day each 
time.  The Board may meet at the Cascadia 
District office in Salem or another 
location.  Members may join the meeting by 
video or telephone. 
 
We also need District Equalization 
members of Annual Conference.  These folks 
help increase the diversity of the voices for 
Conference-level decisions and 
discussions.  They attend the AC Session (in 
Boise this year) and are voting members.  We 
need young adult and ethnic 
representatives.  Find more information about 
qualifications by clicking here. 

 

 

If you are interested in submitting your name 
as a nominee (expressing interest does not 
guarantee a spot) for any of these positions or 
have questions about these opportunities to 
serve the Cascadia District, contact me, 
Cascadia District Lay Leader Paula 
Sadler (jpcsadler@aol.com) or District 
Administrative Assistant Linda Grund-
Clampit (Linda@UMOI.org). 

There are also openings for Cascadia District 
folks on Conference-level committees as 
well!  Contact me at jpcsadler@aol.com to find 
out what opportunities exist. 

Peace, 
 
Paula Sadler 
Cascadia District Lay Leader 

Finance 
 

After every Sunday the counters send an 
email report to a small group of church 
leaders that keep tabs on how our 
monthly giving is going.  There are no 
individual’s details, but rather totals for 
regular giving along with church use 
income which includes the preschool 
monthly rental payment as well as the 
other groups’ fees which have been 
increasing.  We also receive each month 
$750 from the Pastoral Housing Fund as 
budgeted income.  Typically the offerings 
from the first and second Sundays of 
each month are larger.  The later 
offerings vary and sometimes can be 
quite small.  We do have a couple of 
members that regularly contribute with the 
Vanco online option.  We also have one 
or two annual prepayments which we 
move a monthly amount to income each 
month. 
 
For the most part we have been having 
enough income at the end of each month 
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to meet payroll, the regular bills and then 
have some available to send toward our 
apportionment obligation.  As we watch 
the weekly offerings, there are more times 
recently that Pastor Karen and I wonder if 
there will be enough.  Yes, we have the 
contingency fund to use if needed, but the 
goal is not to use it. 
 
Renee sends us a note just before payroll 
is transmitted and lets us know how we 
stand.   Payroll is just under $6,000 each 
month, plus any late monthly bills; and if 
we have anything extra we decide how 
much we can send toward 
apportionments.  April's income was 
better than we thought it was looking, and 
we are able to send $1,500 toward 
apportionments.   
 
CUMC is really no different than most 
congregations.  We have less than 50 
regular giving units and like other 
congregations, we know that 
circumstances change all the time for our 
givers.   We are blessed with our giving 
history and still celebrate our 100% 
payment of apportionments for 2017.  We 
are also aware that just a few key 
changes can change our income picture 
quite dramatically.   
 
The monthly financial statements are 
posted on the bulletin board outside the 
office.   If you have questions, I am also 
happy to visit with you. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 

SPRC 
 

SPRC has been busy championing the 
review of and training associated with our 
Safe Sanctuaries policy. Safe Sanctuaries 
is an important step that we can take to 

protect our children, youth, and 
vulnerable adult populations. All staff 
members, chairs of committees and 
people involved with Sunday School, 
Ushering, the Care Committee, and rides 
to church have been asked to complete 
the yearly voluntary disclosure form. 
People who are due for a background 
check (every 5 years) have been asked to 
turn in paperwork as well. Each year this 
same group is requested to review the 
policy and complete the study guide to re-
familiarize themselves with the policies 
we stand by at CUMC. If you have been 
asked to complete paperwork, please 
return it to Audrey Oldenkamp, SPRC 
Chair, or to the church office. Additionally, 
if you have questions or concerns, please 
contact Audrey Oldenkamp or Pastor 
Karen.  
 
Audrey Oldenkamp, SPRC Chair 
 
 

 
 

Big thanks to the members who were able to 
help with the garden on April 14. Thanks to 
Pastor and Marilyn for getting food and drinks 
to all. We had good turnout by the community 
gardeners and the members of the Hispanic 
congregation whose help made a big 
difference. 
 
Judy Zettergren, Coordinator 
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This past April 14th we gathered in the corner 
room of the church at 1:00 pm to discuss 
Climate Justice. We had a guest, Penny 
Hodges, Social Justice Coordinator for our 
District UMW.  Geni Pittelkau and Bess 
Milhauser provided the delicious snacks! 
 
Shirley Wright provided us with extensive 
research on the topic of Climate Justice.  We 
followed up with a booklet on Climate Justice 
provided by Sharon Perez from our District 
UMW.  We hope that people in our 
congregation will take a look at the materials 
and see how we can contribute towards a 
cleaner environment! 
 
Our May 12th meeting will be a planning 
meeting for our June 8th & 9th Rummage Sale! 
 
Get your contributions ready!! 
Sharon Perez 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
May 10 - Wesleyan Circle will meet at Karen 
Joy’s home at 1:00 p.m. 
 
May 12 - UMW Meeting at 1:00 p.m. at the 
church.  Diana Trujillo will bring plants and 
plant boxes that we will prepare at the meeting. 
These plants will be for our shut-ins. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
June 8th and 9th - Rummage sale at the 
church.   
 
 
 
 
 

The Care Team 
 

For April, 2018, The Care Team sent out 22 
cards and made 6 calls and 3 visits.   

 
Our dear friend Diana Trujillo 
is busy making small "bird 
houses" to put bud vases for 
flowers in them for our shut-
ins!  Each time we go visit 
them we can take new 
flowers for the bud 

vases!  Thank you Diana!! 
 
God bless our shut-ins! 
Sharon Perez 
 
 

Recycling 
 
We had about $150 of recycling income 
deposited recently and I have another $80 to 
turn in this weekend.   
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
 

Bits & Pieces 
 

 
Annual Conference 2018 

 
Registration is Now Open 

 
The 50th Session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual 
Conference will meet June 13-16, 2018 in 
Boise, Idaho.  The Conference will be held at 
the Riverside Hotel and at Boise First UMC. 
 
Members and guests can now register online 
at www.umoi.org/registrationandlodging. 
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Be sure to register online by May 29 to avoid a 
$50 late fee.  Online registration will continue 
to be available with the $50 lage fee until June 
5.  After June 5 the only way to register will be 
onsite on Wednesday, June 13, and Thursday, 
June 14, with a $75 late fee assessed. 
 
Keep up-to-date on all the information for the 
June 2018 session of the Annual Conference 
at www.umoi.org/ac. 
 
 

Greeters for May 
 

May 6  Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 
 
May 13 Heidi Laitinen 
  Sharon Trimble 
 
May 20 Bess Milhauser 
  Karen Joy 
 
May 27 Phil & Sarah Seale 
 
 

Coffee Hour for May 
 

May 6  Dwight & Bobbie Knapp 
  Tim & Kristie VandeKamp 
 
May 13 Peggy Yeats 
  Heidi Laitinen 
  Mary Ann Brown 
 
May 20 Shirley Wright 
  Sheila Brown 
  Nori Zieg 
 
May 27 Phil & Sarah Seale 
  Lynn Shafer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Birthdays 
 

13th  Dwight Knapp 
16th Bob Peebles 
20th Phyllis Thompson 
23rd Mara Laitinen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

May 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 

 
 

  
 

 

    

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
GR: M. & L. 
Oldenkamp 
CH: D. & B. 
Knapp, T. & K. 
VandeKamp 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Pastor 
Karen & 
Marilyn to 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mexico 

Wesleyan’s @ 
1 pm at K. 
Joy’s 

 UMW mtg. 
Church, 1 pm 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
GR: H. Laitinen, 
S. Trimble 
CH: P. Yeats, H. 
Laitinen, M.A. 
Brown 
Guest Spkr. 
Susan Brehmer 
 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 

 
 

Care Comm. 
10 am 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
GR: B. Milhauser, 
K. Joy 
CH: S. Wright, S. 
Brown, N. Zieg 
Guest Spkr. 
Susan Brehmer 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

  
 

  

27 28 29 30 31   
GR: P. & S. Seale 
CH: P. & S. 
Seale, Lynn 
Shafer 
Guest Spkr. Brian 
Shimer 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 
 
 

  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 
 

Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

 
Canby United Methodist Church 

1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 
503-263-6419, www.canbyumc@canby.com 

Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 
Pastor – Karen Shimer 

Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica 
Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter,  Stephanie Cook 

Custodian – Roy Morales 
 


