
THE MESSENGER MAY 2019

�1

Looking	to	the	future	

In	ancient	Jerusalem,	there	was	
a	gate	called	“the	needle”	which	was	
so	narrow	that	when	a	fully	loaded	
camel	approached	it,	the	camel	
driver	had	to	take	off	all	the	bundles	
before	the	camel	could	pass	through.	
Referring	obliquely	to	this	well-
known	image	of	his	day,	Jesus	said,	“It	
is	easier	for	a	camel	to	go	through	the	eye	of	a	needle	than	
for	a	rich	man	to	enter	the	kingdom	of	God	(Matthew	
19:24).”	
	 We	all	come	to	times	in	our	individual	lives,	our	
relationships,	and	our	life	together	in	groups	and	
institutions,	when	we	are	faced	with	the	need	to	drop	the	
baggage	we	have	acquired	on	our	journey	of	life.	We	
experience	it	as	a	“threshold”	or	a	kind	of	“death	and	birth	
cycle.”	It	is	a	call	to	let	go,	to	surrender	and	move	to	new	
life.	In	the	early	stages	of	new	life,	we	begin	to	understand	
our	relationships,	groups,	our	institutions	and	ourselves	in	
new	ways.  
	 When	a	group	passes	through	this	letting	go	and	
surrender,	a	new	identity	begins	to	emerge.	The	shared	
experience	seems	to	release	boundless	energy	and	
creativity,	a	new	sense	of	collaboration,	and	a	shared	
feeling	about	the	emerging	future	for	the	group.	
	 The	bundles	on	the	camel’s	back	are	clearly	known	
and	fairly	easy	to	remove.	When	it	comes	to	the	bundles	we	
face	in	this	process	of	letting	go,	the	things	we	hold	are	not	
always	so	easy	to	identify	and/or	let	go	of.	I	feel	we	are	
standing	at	this	kind	of	crossroads	as	a	community	of	faith	
at	Canby	UMC.		
	 It	is	tempting	to	look	back	at	times	in	the	church’s	
history	when	things	were	different.	It	is	also	tempting	to	
try	to	do	the	things	we	did	in	those	times	to	attempt	to	
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Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30  
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recreate	the	kind	of	church	we	remember.	We	have	let	go	of	several	of	those	things	over	the	past	few	
years,	taking	time	to	celebrate	the	ministry	we’ve	been	able	to	do	in	the	past.		

A	quote	from	the	book	Presence:	An	Exploration	of	Profound	Change	in	People,	Organizations,	
and	Society,	really	caught	me	in	terms	of	our	future	and	the	importance	of	looking	clearly	at	our	
current	reality:	“Most	change	initiatives	that	end	up	going	nowhere	don’t	fail	because	they	lack	
grand	visions	and	noble	intentions.	They	fail	because	people	can’t	see	the	reality	they	face.”			

It	is	crucial	that	we	practice	looking	at	our	current	reality,	observing	the	gifts	and	the	
challenges	we	carry	right	now.	I	believe	that	if	we	really	let	go	of	recreating	the	past,	we	can	open	
our	minds	and	hearts	to	what	God	is	doing	with	us,	in	us	and	through	us	for	the	future.		

What	realities	do	we	face	at	Canby	United	Methodist	Church?	
•The	church	council	and	the	CUMC	church	body	just	Tinished	working	together	to	craft	
a	welcome	statement	to	identify	our	own	viewpoint	on	inclusion	as	part	of	our	
practice	of	hospitality.	This	felt	open	and	empowering	and	authentic.	
•The	size	and	makeup	of	the	faith	community	that	gathers	for	worship	and	action	at	
1520	N.	Holly	Street	is	shifting	and	changing.	
•Finance	Chair,	Mark	Oldenkamp,	has	stated	some	powerful	realities	about	our	
;inancial	situation.	(Check	out	his	article	in	this	newsletter.)	
•Ministry	and	worship	continue	to	happen	both	in	the	building	and	in	the	
community.	What	actions	could	we	take	in	the	future	to	actually	touch	the	lives	of	those	
who	use	our	building?	Could	we	take	hospitality	to	a	new	level	by	taking	turns	coming	to	
greet	the	members	of	the	Yoga	class	or	play	with	the	children	of	the	members	of	the	
Zumba	class?	Or	sign	up	to	help	with	the	preschool	from	time	to	time?	Could	they	be	
more	to	us	than	just	renters?	Not	potential	givers	or	attenders,	but	people	with	which	
to	build	relationship.		
•In	the	larger	UM	church,	the	outcome	of	General	Conference	has	invited	us	to	face	a	
hard	reality:	the	United	Methodist	church	isn’t	united	on	every	point	of	ministry	
and	the	conversation	around	the	LGBTQIA	community	has	highlighted	a	separation	
which	may	not	be	able	to	be	healed.	Time	will	tell	as	to	how	this	will	unfold	for	us	as	a	
church	and	a	denomination.	In	the	meantime,	we	move	forward	with	hospitality,	
worship,	mission	and	ministry.			
•What	other	realities	do	you	see?	

I	came	across	this	quote	recently	that	relates	this	truth	succinctly:	“Things	have	to	fall	
apart	before	they	can	fall	together.”	I	would	equate	falling	apart	with	taking	the	bundles	
off	the	camel.	What	would	we	be	free	to	do	without	the	burden	of	making	church	what	it	
was	in	the	past?	What	if	we	release	our	hold	on	some	of	the	things	that	have	always	been	
crucial	for	us	as	a	congregation?	What	might	those	things	be?	
	 It	is	a	challenge	for	all	of	us	to	intentionally	set	our	gaze	forward	and	seek	new	life	
in	the	undeTined,	emerging	future.	We	go	with	collective	wisdom	and	bold	trust.	We	
follow	a	God	who	believes	unswervingly	in	resurrection.		We	realize	that	we	have	each	
other	to	depend	on.	And	more	than	that	we	follow	the	God	of	the	universe	who	thought	of	
church	in	the	Tirst	place	and	has	promised	to	continue	to	draw	His	people	together	into	
eternity.		

With	you	in	each	new	day,	
 Pastor	Karen	
__________________________________	
	Peter	Senge,	Otto	Scharmer,	Joseph	Jaworski,	Betty	Sue	Flowers,	Presence:	An	Exploration	
of	Profound	Change	in	People,	Organizations,	and	Society	(New	York:	Doubleday,	2005)	93.	
	Presence,	29.	
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May 4th UMW will be going to Oak Grove church 
for a Tea party. We will meet at our church at 1:15 
pm and carpool to Oak Grove church. The tea 
starts at 2 pm.


May 11th UMW will meet in the welcome room at 
1pm at church. We will go over the rummage sale 
that we are having on June 7th and 8th.


May 12th-June 16 UMW will be supporting the 
pregnancy center in Canby baby bottle fundraiser 
by putting change in a baby bottle to help support 
them. They have no government funding. 
Everything is free to mothers and babies. 


May 12th Adam Jenkins will speak to us about 
Second Home for homeless Canby teenagers. 

Wesleyans 

May 9th Wesleyans will meet at 1 pm in the 
Welcome Room at the church.

Everyone needs to bring a brown bag lunch. We 
will continue with our book Implicit Bias.


(Submitted by Sharon Perez and Deanna Johnson)


‘Grounds for Growth’ Community Garden 
Interested in a community garden plot? 

You may view an application:


• On our website at:  ww.canbyumc.com


	 	 	 	 	 Please print the application form and 

	 	 	 	 	 return it with payment to:

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Canby United Methodist Church

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013


	 	 	 	 	 	 -or-


• In our office during office hours:

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.


Please check with the church office to verify plot numbers.


IMPORTANT DATES: 

	 	 March 1 Application process opens 
April 14 Plots are open for planting and water is turned on 
June 1 Deadline to plant your plot.  Plots are surrendered if not planted by this time. 

  

http://ww.canbyumc.com
http://ww.canbyumc.com
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April 26, 2019 
 

A STATEMENT FROM THE WESTERN JURISDICTION COLLEGE OF BISHOPS 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

The Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church has ruled on the constitutionality of the plan known 
as "The Traditional Plan" that was passed at the Special Called Session of General Conference 2019 (St. 
Louis, Missouri). In its ruling, some of the petitions were ruled constitutional while others were ruled 
unconstitutional, and a petition related to a plan for churches to disaffiliate from The United Methodist 
Church was ruled constitutional. With humble gratitude, we acknowledge the diligent and faithful work of 
the Judicial Council. The decision, made during the Council's April 23-26 meeting, means that less than 
half of the Traditional Plan will take effect in the U.S. on January 1, 2020, with Africa, Europe, and the 
Philippines taking effect twelve months after the next General Conference. The petition on a gracious exit 
goes into effect immediately. You may review the Judicial Council’s Ruling No. 1378 at 
http://bit.ly/JCR1378 and No. 1379 at http://bit.ly/JCR1379. An explanation of both rulings is available at 
http://bit.ly/UMNSApr26. 

While graciously received, the intent of the Western Jurisdiction remains the same as was stated on the 
floor of General Conference 2019: to live in the spirit of “One Church.” The Mission Cabinet and the 
delegations of the Western Jurisdiction endorsed the One Church Plan before the Special Session, believing 
it to be the best option for allowing faithful United Methodists of differing theological perspectives to be 
in ministry together. We believed the One Church Plan was an expression of Wesleyan values that we 
practice in the West. In the wake of the Judicial Council decisions, we continue our commitment to live 
into Beloved Community as one church in each of the conferences of the Western Jurisdiction. 

Even now, efforts are underway to coalesce our plans and energy to help forge the future of our church.  If 
you are interested and energized in assisting, we invite you to visit the Western Jurisdiction website to 
volunteer and join this movement. (http://westernjurisdictionumc.org/ahomeforall) 

We commit to be true to John Wesley's tradition of the entire world being our parish. We will continue to 
relate with one in another in such a way that all people may find our United Methodist Church to be their 
spiritual home. We will remain united in our determination to make our Jurisdiction a home for all. 

Next month, on May 17-18 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and May 20-22 in Leawood, Kansas, persons of 
courage and faith from the Western Jurisdiction will participate in discussions that are happening and are 
connecting with representatives from Conferences around the world about the next steps for our Church. 
Those discussions will continue as annual conferences convene this summer and when our Western 
Jurisdiction leadership gathers in the fall. 

The ruling by our Judicial Council will spark new discussions in our churches and in our Annual 
Conferences and across the connection. We anticipate that difficult decisions will take place during General 
Conference 2020.  Thus, the road ahead may feel like a wilderness. But we, your bishops, are prayerfully 
in conversation in many places, with many individuals and groups about your hopes and your vision for 
being church in this challenging time. We remain committed to ministry as one church for all and we ask 
for your prayers for the church and for the future of the love and grace as we travel this road together, not 
knowing where it will lead us, yet, but confident in God’s presence with us. 

Faithfully, 
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The Bishops of the Western Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church 
Active      Retired 
Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata, President  Bishop Willbur W. Y. Choy 
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño   Bishop Calvin D. McConnell 
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya    Bishop Melvin G. Talbert 
Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky   Bishop Roy I. Sano 
Bishop Karen P. Oliveto    Bishop Elias G. Galvan 
      Bishop Mary Ann Swenson   
      Bishop Beverly J. Shamana 
      Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr. 

Finance Committee reviews 2019 budget challenges 
April was quite a celebration with Easter activities and worship.  The organ has not been that 
loud in quite some time.  Our income for March was just enough to cover our routine expenses, 
but not enough to allow us to cover any apportionments. April income was a little stronger and 
after payroll and other normal bills we will send $1,000 toward apportionments bringing our 2019 
payments to $1,500.  So far in 2019 we have used $1,200 of the contingency fund leaving 
$3,800 for the balance of the year.


We knew that the 2019 budget had a significant increase in expenses and income was forecast 
as slightly lower than 2018.  We are tracking on budget with our expenses, but income is a bit 
below expectations.  There are several factors that contribute to this, but it is important to note 
that some of the lower income is expected to be sustained.  As we head into summer, the typical 
income pattern falls off some and it is more common to need contingency funds in those 
months.  We have an understanding with the conference regarding our apportionments likely 
being less than recent years.  


All of this sets the stage for introducing a conversation of "what options do we have financially if 
income falls short of current expenses?".  It is prudent to think about this in advance so that we 
do not have to panic if a significant shortage was to occur.   We have limited financial reserves, 
but these are typically available for rainy day projects that often are related to the building.  
Remember the roof project a few years.ago.  There is is currently a task force looking at a carpet 
project for the narthex area (which we badly need), but how will we pay for that?  We have a big 
property and there have been some casual conversations about whether we should consider 
selling some of the property as a possible solution.  We have a significant invested balance in 
our permanent housing fund (proceeds from the sale of parsonage) which earns us enough to 
transfer $10,000 per year to supplement our income.  The majority of the churches our size do 
not have full time pastors which we have steadfastly maintained.  There are economic savings 
for a less than full time pastor, but it may not be that significant.   NOTHING is being proposed 
here other than we should be talking about options. We do need to be prudent and be prepared 
with options, just in case.   


I believe that we have an amazing faithful and generous congregation.  We need to celebrate all 
that we do and be thankful for this.  We need to be praying for CUMC to be blessed with 
continued faithful and generous giving.   We need to be thankful for the significant income from 
sharing our facility with others .  Are there thoughts on how we could increase our income?  We 
ask you to be praying for the leadership team as we explore options.   We encourage you be in 
prayer about any possible options that should be considered and to share ideas that you may 
have.


—submitted by Mark Oldenkamp, Finance Chair 

Recycling:  Keep those bags of recyclable bottles coming.  I know there is a good sum in our 
kiosk account to retrieve on top of the little over $90 i turned in already in April.   Ask your friends 
and neighbors if you can spare them from having to deal with turning in the bottles.  It adds up 
fairly quickly and is available for other un-budgeted needs.
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Happy Birthday 

5/13 Dwight Knapp 

5/20 Phyllis   
 Thompson 

5/23 Mara Laitinen 

Happy Anniversary 

5/14 Dwight &   
 Bobbie Knapp

Greeters:
Please arrive 1/2 an hour before 
service and remember to wear 
your name badge.


Coffee Hours Hosts:
Please provide: lights snack, 
coffee, punch and water.  
Include and label a gluten free 
snack.


Remember to unplug the coffee 
maker and take any laundry 
home.


If you are unable to do the 
assigned date, please trade. 

   —submitted by Sheila Brown


       

Welcome Teams 

Date           Greeters         Coffee Hour 

May 5		 Mark & Laura		 Dwight & Bobbie	  

	 	 Oldenkamp	    	 Knapp/Karen Joy	 	   
	             	 

May 12	 Heidi Laitinen 	 Shelly Parsons, Sheila	 

	 	 & family	 	 Brown, Heidi Laitinen,

	 	 	 	 	 Mary Ann Brown	 


May 19	 Geni Pittlekau	 Shirley Wright, Sheila

	 	 Karen Joy	 	 Brown, George Leahy	
	 

May 26	 Geni Pittlekau	 Phil & Sarah Seale

	 	 	 	 	 Geni Pittlekau, Bess

	 	 	 	 	 Milhauser

Trustees: 
Two damaged external panels on the north side of the classroom wing of 
the church were replaced and painted in April.  Thankfully, the damage 
involved only the external panel surfaces.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 —submitted by Judy Zettergren, Trustee Chair 

Auditors: 
CUMC Audit was completed on Thursday, May 1st.  A special thank you 
goes out to Bobbie Knapp, Peggy Yeats, Bess Milhauser, and Shirley 
Wright.   

Care Team: 
The Care Team mailed out 62+ cards during April and delivered the 
Easter Baskets to our Shut-ins.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 submitted by Sharon Perez, chair
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May 2019 Calendar 
Please visit the CUMC website calendar for the latest updates: www.canbyumc.com


Weekly Recurring Events:            

Sundays  
*   9 a.m.         Adult Sunday School, Welcome Room	 	  
*  10:15 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary  

                        Children’s Church, Red Room   

* 11:30 a.m.    Fellowship Hour, Fellowship Hall  	 	                                   

* 1-4 p.m.        Iglesia Apostolica    

	 	  	 	 	 	   Sunday School/Fellowship/Worship

        	 	 	 	   Fellowship Hall/ Sanctuary


Mondays 
*  9:30- 11:00 a.m. Zumba, Fellowship Hall/Kitchen

*  10-1 p.m.           Church Office Hours 
*  5:30-6:30 p.m.    FOTS, Corner Room

*  5:45-7 p.m.         Yoga, Fellowship Hall


Tuesdays 
*  9:30-11:00 a.m.   Zumba, Fellowship Hall/Kitchen

*  10-1 p.m.  Church Office Hours 
*  1-2 p.m.    Prayer Meeting, Julie Chapin’s 
*  2-3 p.m.    Tea on Tuesday, Cutsforth’s    
* 5:30-6:30 p.m.     CoDA, Corner Room

*  7-8:30 p.m.    Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall


Wednesdays 
*  9:30-11 a.m.  Zumba, Fellowship Hall/Kitchen

*  2-3 p.m.             Al-Alon, Corner Room

*  5:30-6:30 p.m.    FOTS, Corner Room

* 6-7:30 p.m.     Zumba, Fellowship Hall/Kitchen


Thursdays 
*  9:30-11 a.m.  Zumba, Fellowship Hall/Kitchen
 

* 10-1 p.m.  Church Office Hours  

      (Pastor Karen by appointment) 
*  10-11 a.m Care Team, Welcome Room 

       (Third Thursday only) 
*  1-4 p.m.    Quilters, Fellowship Hall  

       (First & Third Thursdays only) 
*   7:30-9 p.m.   Canby Thursday Night, Corner Room


Fridays 
*  5:30-6:30 p.m.    FOTS, Corner Room

*   7-9 p.m.             Iglesia Apostolica Worship                                                                                                                          

                                      Sanctuary


Please pray for these groups. 

Monthly Events and Meetings: 

May 2 (Thursday) 
*   Quilters meet 1:00 p.m. 

May 12 (Sunday) 
*   Mother’s Day  

May 16 (Thursday) 
*   Care Team meeting 10:00 a.m.  
*   Quilters meet at 1:00 p.m. 

May 20 (Monday) 
*    Finance Committee meeting at 7:00 p.m 

May 27 (Monday) 
*    Church Council meeting at 6 p.m. 

      

All bold underlined events refer 
to our Canby United Methodist 
Church programs.

http://www.canbyumc.com
http://www.canbyumc.com
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