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Messenger 

 
From The Pastor’s Desk….. 

 
“I thank my God every time I remember you!” 
 Paul, to the Philippians, chapter 1, verse 7. 
 
I have been reminded in several different 
conversations recently about the importance of 
expressing thanks – to God and to those 
around us.  Giving thanks can be a life-giving 
act of kindness. Thankfulness is a gift and a 
healing balm in this unruly and tough world. 
How we need those in our world today! 
 
Those who lead any group are often expected 
to thank those who work tirelessly in the 
background. That is certainly important. The 
good news about living from the love of God as 
Christ followers is that it is not only the leaders 
of a group or an organization who can say 
thank you. Anyone can give a word of thanks 
when they see a reason to do so. 
 
During the month of November, a month when 
we usually think of thanks-giving, we will have 
an opportunity to embrace this practice of 
giving thanks. You’ll see a board in the 
entryway of the church building. Anytime you 
are in the building, you are invited to take a 
moment to write out a word of thanks and post 
it on the board.  
 
This could be an excellent opportunity to thank 
our Hispanic congregation for their help with 
our yard care. (Gary Burgin, Marilyn Gatica, or 
Sharon Perez are three resources for helping 
write a note in Spanish.) Or perhaps you could 
write a note to one of the trustees or someone 
on our audio/visual team. Or a note to Roy 
Morales, our amazingly faithful custodian. 
Maybe you could pen a word of thanks to those 
who care for our children in the nursery and in 
preparing for Children’s Church and Messy 
Church Sunday. Or….the possibilities are 
nearly endless! 
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It doesn’t have to be focused on something a 
person does. It can just be a word of thanks for 
who they are, how they live out the love of 
Christ in the world.  
 
And it’s not limited to this board at the church. 
Make thanks-giving a way of life, in spoken 
word, written word, and action. 
 
I can connect with Paul’s heart as he penned 
these words: “I thank my God every time I 
remember you!” May God deeply bless you in 
this month of thanks-giving. 
 
Grateful for each of you in my life, 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

Scriptures for November 2017 

November 5, 2017 
All Saints Sunday  
(Daylight Saving Time Ends)  
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Joshua 3:7–17 
Hebrews 11:1-3 (28-29) 
 
November 12, 2017 
Consecration Sunday 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost  
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Psalm 78:1-7  
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

November 19, 2017 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Judges 4:1–7 
Psalm 123 or Psalm 76  
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
Matthew 25:14–30 
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November 26, 2014  
Christ the King or Reign of Christ 
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 
Psalm 100 
Ephesians 1:15–23 
Matthew 25:31–46 

 
Being Church in Our Time: A 

Word from the D.S. 
 

We are in the midst of 
Charge Conference 
season.  I have been 
across the district and 
have done about one third 
of this fall’s gatherings.  
From John Day to 

Astoria to Sherwood there is one theme 
running through it all, we feed the hungry.  
In churches large and small, rural and 
suburban we are involved in ministries and 
cooperatives and non-profit organizations that 
are working hard to feed people: food banks, 
free community dinners, Little Food Pantry by 
the driveway, back packs…the list goes on.  
Love is the focus of our Charge Conferences 
and in at least one way we all seem to be 
involved in loving: through serving the hungry 
in our communities.  And this makes sense 
since Oregon ranks 6th worst for food insecurity 
and 8th worst for hunger among all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia. 
 
I cannot tell you how many volunteer hours, 
square feet, pounds of food and cash 
resources are used every week by UM 
Churches in Cascadia District for feeding 
people.  But what I do know is that the 
numbers I have heard are amazing.  And one 
of the most encouraging trends I am 
hearing about is that in many cases these 
programs and ministries are supported by 
folks both outside and inside the 
congregation.  Community members, friends, 
and even former clients are all among the 
throngs of volunteers working to feed people.  
This is community; this is church.  Sunday 
morning is a critical time for our faith 
communities but it is not the end all of what it 

means to be community.  If people are involved 
in your missions and ministries but do not 
come on Sunday they are still part of your 
community. 
 
As we live into being the church in this new 
age, we will have to redefine how we see those 
connected to our communities of faith.  We will 
need to expand our understanding of what it 
means to be faithful.  And we will want to 
make sure that we include in all aspects of 
our community all the people who are 
connected to us through membership, 
volunteering, support, and encouragement.  
The community of faith is much broader and 
deeper than just worship attendance or a 
pledge.  We need to ask ourselves how we are 
connecting people to God and Christ without 
requiring them to attend worship, give regularly 
or become members.  This is key.  We are 
called to make disciples of Jesus Christ and 
our traditional model of worship and Sunday 
School will be the workable reality—isn’t the 
workable reality—of how this will happen in this 
new age.  But what will we do to make these 
connections?   
 
This is the question for our time:  How do we 
help people connect with God and Christ 
and one another in meaningful ways that 
deepen their faith and bring alive their 
partnership with God in the work of 
transforming lives and the world?  I hope we 
can focus on this question together and 
explore ways to answer it.  We all know that 
what has worked in the past isn’t working now 
and just as the church has always done, we 
must find a way that is authentic, realistic and 
connected to the reality of our time and 
circumstance.  That is our challenge.  Let’s 
see what we can do to meet it. 
 
Peace, 
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Annual Charge Conference 
 

CUMC will hold our annual Charge Conference 
on Sunday, October 29, 2017, at 7:00 pm.  
SPRC will meet with DS Tim Overton-Harris at 
6:15 pm.  Everyone is encouraged to attend.  If 
you have never been to our Charge 
Conference or even wonder what it is all about, 
here is a description from the Oregon-Idaho 
Conference website: 
 
**An annual meeting of the charge conference 
of each local church is required by the 
Discipline of The United Methodist 
Church.  The primary responsibilities given to 
the body at this annual meeting are to review 
and evaluate the total mission and ministry of 
the church, receive reports, and adopt 
objectives and goals recommended by the 
church council (administrative board) that are 
in keeping with the objectives of The United 
Methodist Church (2016 Book of Discipline, 
paragraph 247.3). Other specific annual 
responsibilities of the charge conference are 
to recommend new and renewing candidates 
for ordained ministry from among their 
membership, to recommend lay servants and 
certified lay ministers, to receive reports on 
Volunteer-in-mission teams, set the 
compensation for clergy appointed by the 
bishop, receive and act upon the annual 
membership report, and elect local church 
leadership (unless that is done at another 
charge conference at another time of year) 
(2016 Book of Discipline, paragraph 247.8 -13, 
15 and paragraph 249).   
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
 

SPRC Plans our Annual Staff 
Christmas Gift 

 
 

Each year at this time, 
SPRC sponsors the 
Staff Christmas 
Gift as a way for each of us 
to show our thanks-giving for all the hard work 
and dedication of our church staff.  Envelopes 

will be provided in the bulletin on Sunday, 
November 26, and will also be available on 
December 3 and December 10 for you to use 
for your donation.  This is our opportunity to 
give to those who give to us all throughout the 
year: 
 
Pastor Karen Shimer 
Renna Marcus, Treasurer 
Marilyn Gatica, Admin. Assistant  (volunteer) 
Wes Nutter, Accompanist 
Trena Nutter, Organist 
Roy Morales, Custodian 
Stephanie Cook, Accompanist 
 
Sarah Seale, Chair 
 
 

FINANCE 
 

October will be a positive income 
month.   Before the last and fifth Sunday, we 
have covered payroll and have some extra 
available to contribute toward our shared 
giving.   I said last Sunday during the 
stewardship moment “Thank you for your 
faithful giving”.  Again, I say “thank you!”   
 
I am praying for a strong financial finish to the 
year, which has been a typical pattern for 
CUMC.  We did use $1300 of contingency 
funds in September, so we have used 
approximately half of that annual allocation so 
far this year.   We will have a planned and 
budgeted special extra giving opportunity 
during the holiday season which is targeted for 
our shared ministry giving.  We still could pay 
this in full for this year. 
 
Pledge Sunday will be November 12th.  We 
are working on a 2018 budget that likely will 
look quite similar to the 2017 budget. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 

Trustees 
 

There is a new plan for organizing the structure 
of the Trustees.  It has been decided to 
maintain a project list of things to be done, and 
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also a list of those people with various skills 
sets.  Then when something must be 
addressed in the building or on the property, 
the right person(s) can be matched up with the 
needed project.  This allows a small steering 
committee to meet and take care of the 
management of the projects.   
 
What are your skills?  Prayerfully consider 
where you might fit into this new plan and step 
forward when and where you can.  Contact the 
church office, Judy Zettergren, or Pastor 
Karen. 
  
 

 
 
The UMW left for a beach retreat in Neskowin, 
OR, on Sunday, Oct. 8, with plans to stay until 
Tuesday, Oct. 10. 
 
The beautiful home on the beach was provided 
by Deanna Johnson and provided inspiration 
for us to plan for 2018. We finished planning 
for 2017 and managed to plan for 2018 until 
September!  Plus, we had an opportunity to 
learn more about "What is a Covenant 
Community?".   
 
We prayerfully worked through how things 
were done in the past and agreed to change 
some things in the future!  And, we still love 
each other dearly!  Our new project for 
November will be the Fall Bazaar on Friday 
and Saturday, Nov. 17 & 18.  Sign up to help in 
the Narthex. 
 
Thank you ladies, 
Sharon Perez 
 
Dates to Remember: 
 
Saturday, November 4 - UMW Meeting 1:00 
p.m.  Please remember to bring your United 
Methodist Women World Thank 

Offering.  Shirley Wright & Jan Whitcomb will 
bring refreshments. 
 
Thursday, November 9 - - Wesleyan Circle 
will be canceled. 
 
Thursday, November 16, Noon. -- Setting up 
for the bazaar at church. 
 
Friday November 17 & Saturday, November 
18 -- Fall Bazaar 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Lunch 
will be sold 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Turkey 
casserole  will be back this year as well as 
other food items for lunch.  Their will be 
handcrafted items, baked goods, holiday 
treasurers, embroidered towels, soaps and 
more. 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
 
Saturday,  December 9 -  Christmas Tea, 
1:00 p.m.   

Care Team 
 

We were not able to meet in 
October, but our work goes 
on anyway...  
 
We did send out cards and 
visited our precious "shut-
ins"!  We could use another volunteer or two to 
join us.  If you are interested call me at 
503-758-7593.  Our next meeting is Thursday, 
Nov. 16 at 10:00 am. 
 
Thank you, 
Sharon Perez 
 

Help Wanted 
 

• The Audio/Visual team is in need of more 
volunteers to help with the audio and video 
components of the worship service. This is 
easy!  You don’t need any technology skills; 
we will train you! You will be paired with an 
experienced volunteer until you are fully 
trained and comfortable. It really isn’t hard. 

 
This commitment requires 2 Sundays every six 
weeks. 
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• Another team that needs some help is with 
the preparation of the Sacraments for Holy 
Communion Sundays…which is usually the 
first Sunday of each month during the 
Worship service.  This is also easy and 
requires that you come early to church to 
set up the sacraments before the service 
and have it available in the sanctuary.  After 
the service, clean up is also quick and 
easy. 

 
This commitment requires 2-3 Sundays each 
year. 
 

November Birthdays 
 

3rd Jill Taylor 
4th Joyce Laitinen 
10th Sarah Seale 
30th Nadine Beck 
 
 
 

Greeters for November 
 

Nov. 5  Del & Gail Hildreth  
 
Nov. 12 Time & Kristie Vande Kamp 
 
Nov. 19 Bob Cambra 
  Del Hildreth 
 
Nov. 26 Ron & Shelly Parsons   
 
 

Coffee Hour for November 
 

Nov. 5  Marilyn Gatica 
  Leta Bunnell 
  Al & Nori Zieg 
 
Nov. 12 Lori Cunningham 
  Sheila Brown 
  Heidi Laitinen 
  Mary Ann Brown 
 
 
 
 
 

Nov. 19 Shirley Wright 
  Sheila Brown 
  Jason Padden 
  Lynn Shafer 
 
Nov. 26 Dennis & Judy Elvey 
  Ken & Deanna Johnson 
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November 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Oct. 29 Oct. 30 Oct. 31 1 2 3 4 

Charge 
Conference  
7 pm 
SPRC 6:15 
pm 

  

 
 

 Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 

 UMW General 
Meeting, 1 
pm 
World Thank 
Offering 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
GR: G. & D. 
Hildreth 
CH: M. Gatica, L. 
Bunnell, A. & N. 
Zieg 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 
 

 Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 
 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
GR: T. & K. 
Vande Kamp 
CH: L. 
Cunningham, S. 
Brown, H. 
Laitinen, MA 
Brown 
 
Pledge Sunday 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees 
TBA 
 

 
 

Care Comm. 
10 am 
Bazaar Setup 
Noon 
 
Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 
 

Fall Bazaar 
9:00 am to 
4:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
Lunch both 
days 11:30-
1:30 pm 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
GR: B. Cambra, 
D. Hildreth 
CH: S. Wright, S. 
Brown, J. Padden, 
L. Shafer 
 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

 

 

  

26 27 28 29 30   
GR: R. & S. 
Parsons 
CH: D. & J. 
Elvey, K. & D. 
Johnson 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

 

 


