
The 
Messenger 

 
From The Pastor’s Desk….. 

 
Surprisingly in this time when my 
husband is away, I have had some 
energy for going through boxes in the 
attic and getting rid of things no longer 
needed. This past week, Gabrielle, our 
fourth daughter, came and heroically 
helped me sort through a 7 x 7 ft. square 
of accumulated camping gear and other 
stuff.  Sleeping bags, blankets, a 
camping cot and two large air 
mattresses, sheets, towels, a tablecloth 
or two, some outdated knick-knacks, two 
bags of clothes, some games and books 
found their way to Gabri’s car. 
 

 
 
Usually I’m not brave when it comes to 
getting rid of things. The memories 
associated with this thing and that come 
flooding back way too fast when I but 
touch a little dress or hold a tattered 
cardboard game box. But we did this 
brave thing in less than two hours and 
Gabrielle’s Nissan Exterra was full of 
things. Granted there were bulky  
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sleeping bags and blankets, but still a full 
car??? 
 
My heart stayed full with the giving, even 
after she left. I kept thinking about 
people who might be cold this winter 
who could use these things, about 
children who could play with these toys 
and people who could wear these 
clothes. I went to sleep with a feeling of 
joy and accomplishment. 
 
I was surprised then when morning 
rolled around and my heart was aching 
at the loss. That I did not expect. What 
was lost? I kept thinking of helping 
Susanna pick out the sleeping bag with 
the flannel plaid…and her little face 
framed in that plaid, squeezed in-
between her sisters in the tent on cold 
camping mornings. As we had sorted the 
night before, Gabri had helped me to 
move beyond the memories to current 
truth.  Because of all the memories held 
in these things, Susanna has gone on to 
buy her own sleeping bag and take her 
own family camping a few times already.  
 
Giving away the items doesn’t take away 
the memories. I kept telling my self that. 
The pain of the letting go is gradually 
subsiding. It’s just stuff. 
 
The greater church is doing the same 
kind of sorting task these days. Activities 
that we used to do together that made 
the experience feel like “church” are 
changing. We’re prayerfully sorting 
through activities and practices that have 
been part of church culture both at CUMC 
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and in the larger church, occasionally 
being invited to let go of some of those 
things. Your leadership is continually 
asking and praying for God’s direction in 
this process. It is certainly not a random 
activity. And we’re keeping the 
necessities: The Triune God remains the 
focus of our worship; Jesus Christ is still 
viewed as fully man and fully God; we 
live in the shadow of the cross and 
embrace the power of the resurrection. 
 
The way we do church may be changing, 
but the why of church remains steady 
and firm, grounded on the foundation of 
Jesus. 
 
I was grateful for Gabrielle’s support in 
the process of sorting through the attic 
and I am grateful for the fact that we 
have each other as we navigate this 
somewhat unknown territory that is our 
21st century American culture.  Let us be 
kind, and keep talking, keep sharing our 
questions and above all, keep standing 
firm on what unites us: our love for God 
and our devotion to following Him. 
 
With you in this journey, 
Pastor Karen 
 
Scripture and Sermons for 

October 2016 
 
October 2, 2016   
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 127 – Work and Rest 
(World Communion Sunday) 
Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 137  
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
 
 
 

October 9, 2016  
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 128 - Happiness 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Psalm 66:1-12  
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
October 16, 2016  
Twenty-Second Sunday after 
Pentecost    
Psalm 129 - Perseverence 
(Laity Sunday) 
Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104 or Psalm 19  
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
October 23, 2016   
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Guest Speaker – Ray Keen 
Joel 2:23-32     
Psalm 65  
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
 
October 30, 2016    
  
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost   
Guest Speaker – Susan Brehmer 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4    
Psalm 130 - Hope 
Psalm 119:137-144  
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 
Luke 19:1-10  
 

A look at 
October/November worship 
 
Recently in worship we have been 
walking with the pilgrims of Israel and 
learning the words of the Songs of 
Ascent (Psalms 120-134). This has been 
a look at aspects of discipleship, what it 
means to follow the call and direction of 
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God. This series will continue through 
November 20. Pastor Karen will be 
preaching October 2, 9, 16 and then will 
be on renewal leave from October 17 
through November 13. 
 
We have a couple of great guest 
speakers lined up: Ray Keen, the 
executive director of the Canby Center 
will be preaching on  October 23. Ray is 
passionate for God and God’s heart for 
redemption and mercy and lives out his 
commitment to God in his work and life 
here in Canby. 
 
On October 30 and November 6, Susan 
Brehmer will be speaking on Psalms 130 
and 131. Susan is a worship leader and 
Bible study teacher at Westside UMC and 
speaks deeply and fervently from her 
love for God and the Scriptures.  She has 
preached at Canby UMC before and looks 
forward to returning. 
 
November 13 will be a service of 
music and Scripture. At this point, 
Pastor Karen plans to be present but will 
speak only briefly, sharing leadership of 
the worship with Wes and Trena 
Nutter and others. Communion is 
scheduled for November 13. 
 
November 20 marks the end of the 
liturgical year and we will celebrate 
Christ the King Sunday and wrap up the 
study of the Song of Ascents with a look 
at Psalms 133-134. 
 
Thank you for your prayers for Pastor 
Karen as she takes this time for renewal 
and reconnection with Brian. Prayers are 
appreciated for safe travel and restful 
moments. 
 
Please keep in mind that October 9 is 
our Generous Giving Consecration 
Sunday. You are invited to bring 
your 2017 Pledge Cards and take 

part in a time of prayer and 
consecration of your intentions. 
 
Pledge cards can also be mailed or 
brought into the office anytime up 
through early November. Thank you. 
 
Pastor Karen/SPRC 
 

 
 

SPRC 
 

SPRC has been busy reviewing the Safe 
Sanctuaries policy in light of a recent 
email from Warren Light, Conference 
attorney, regarding how the policy is to 
be interpreted.  Our main questions 
concerned who needs to complete a 
Voluntary Disclosure form and who needs 
to have a Background Check.  As a result 
of Mr. Light’s email response and the 
committee’s discussion, we have reduced 
the number of leadership positions that 
need to meet these requirements.  The 
policy language has not changed so no 
amendments or changes were made to 
the document.  We still need to provide a 
training annually to everyone so we are 
reminded and refreshed as to it’s 
function and importance.  Specific 
information and training opportunities 
will follow. 
 
In addition, as part of our normal 
function, SPRC presented the 2017 
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Pastor’s Compensation package for 
Pastor Karen to both Finance and the 
Church Council.  Approved by both 
groups, it now goes before the church as 
a whole at our Canby area Charge 
Conference gathering on October 6 from 
6:00 – 8:30 pm. We have invited Carus 
and Markham (Pastor Rand Sargent), 
Clarkes (Pastor Tom Truby), Mollalla and 
Willamette (Pastor Kathy Boyes) and 
Wilsonville (Pastor Dylan Hun). It will be 
a chili feed with pie for dessert.  (Guess 
who is making the pie.) Please plan to 
come and share your input. 
 
Sarah Seale, Chair 
 

FINANCE 
 

I was not able to get a message written 
last month so let me summarize for the 
recent two months.   August was an 
amazing month for CUMC.  We once 
again celebrated pie with our traditional 
pie booth project.  With the help of many 
extended family and friends we served 
pie and hospitality to those that come to 
the fair for Methodist pie.  Full financial 
results are still being finalized.  We 
delivered $300 in tip money to the Canby 
Center and have a pledge to share 10% 
of the net proceeds for this significant 
local mission project. 
 
In addition August was very successful in 
our ability to support shared giving.  We 
sent $2000 in August and will be sending 
another $500 in September.  This brings 
our total so far this year to just about 
30% of our fair share.   Not as good as 
last year, but significant progress from 
earlier this year.  
 
We are in the midst of our annual 
Stewardship focus. Pledge cards will be 
received during worship on October 
9th.  The leadership team will develop 
the 2017 budget around the pledges 

made along with the normal expenses for 
staff and facilities.   Your prayerful 
consideration of the ministry of CUMC 
has made possible the many shared 
programs our church extends to each 
other and in outreach to our community.   
 
The new roof…   
 
Hopefully you have 
noticed the new roof 
on the sanctuary.  It 
was completed 
during fair 
week.  The cost for this second phase 
was $33,500.  Your generous extra 
giving provided about a third of 
this.  Church leadership carefully 
reviewed other available funds from 
many sources and pulled together the 
balance.  This included using about 
$5,000 from the pie booth 
balance.  These big projects are part of 
taking care of an older building.   
 
Thank you for your share in this major 
project. 
 
Endowment… 
 
We intend to mention more often that it 
is important to remember the church in 
your estate planning.  As you update 
your will or trust, please remember our 
CUMC Endowment.  Over time we have a 
goal to increase the Endowment principle 
balance to a level that the earnings could 
provide ongoing funds for the care of the 
facilities and for program needs not able 
to be covered from the budget.  Your 
attorney can assist with including a gift 
to the church endowment in your estate 
planning documents.   
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
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UMW 
 

OCT. 6 -UMW General meeting 10 a.m. 
 at  the church. 
 
Oct. 6 - Quilters will meet at 1 p.m. at 
the church. 
 
Oct. 13 - Wesleyan Circle 1 p.m. at Jan 
 Whitcomb’s at Spring Ridge. 
 
Oct. 16 UMW Retreat (leaving for the 
 beach in Lincoln City, OR, after 
 church service).  We will be their 
 16, l7 & 18 (returning home 18th). 
 
Oct. 27 - UMW Board meeting 11:00 am 
 in the corner room at the church. 
 
UP COMING EVENTS : 
 
Nov. 11 & 12 - Annual Bazaar. 
 
Dec. 10 - Christmas Tea at 1 p.m. 
 
The quilting group will meet each first 
and third Thursday of the month at 1:00 
pm at the church. 
 

Care Team 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The Care Team has been busy this 
month!  Judy Elvey has been ill with 
shingles and Phyllis Stuart-Meyer has 
been ill and heart sick with two deaths in 
her family.  Please pray for them. 
 
Still our little team has been busy.  Geri 
Ballas, Peggy Yeats and myself have sent 
out 45 cards, made 11 visits and called 
at least 6 people.  We've helped 
transport 4 people to doctor's 
appointments. 
 
There are, of course, several other 

people in our congregation providing 
rides for the elderly, praying for all of us 
and sending cards!  What a loving 
community we have!  All just doing our 
"reasonable service.” 
 
Sharon Perez 
 
Recycling 
 
Redeemable cans, plastic or glass bottles 
are being turned in regularly.  Another 
$60 was deposited in August to our 
Mission fund.  I just got a new stock of 
the special green bags that you can get 
from me to fill up.  Please remember, 
these bags should only contain OR 
redeemable   containers.  They should 
not be crushed, should still have the 
labels and should not be filled with 
garbage.  Other items like tin cans for 
vegetables or tuna do not go into this 
program.  It is great to recycle them and 
you should be able to do this with your 
trash service provider. 
 
The green bags have stickers on them 
that link the redemption to the account 
at Bottle Drop.  Thanks to those that are 
steady supporters we have over $200 so 
far this year.   
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
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Bits & Pieces 
 

Greetings Gardeners! 
 
With the growing season coming to an 
end, there are a few things we would like 
to call to your attention: 
 
1. The garden season will be officially 
over October 29th. Please clean debris 
and garden equipment/supports away 
from your plot(s) by this date. 
2. Please dispose of weeds and plant 
materials in the designated compost 
area.  Tomato vines are ok.  
3. Take sunflower heads and 
tomatoes away from the garden 
area.  Please do not put them in the 
compost pile. 
4. Place cornstalks and sunflower 
stalks (without the heads) in a separate 
pile to be chipped. 
5. If you want to speak for a plot and 
reserve it for next year, please let us 
know and send payment at this time. If 
there is a raise in rates, we will settle 
accounts in the spring. Please make sure 
you have reserved the plot for next year 
before making any soil amendments. 
6. If you want to plant a winter 
garden in your summer plot, you are 
welcome to do so. You’re invited to make 
a donation to the garden fund if you use 
the plot over the winter. Checks can be 
made out to Canby United Methodist 
Church and can be mailed or brought in 
to the office. Please write “Garden” on 
the memo line. 
 
Thank you so much for gardening with us 
this year. Together we have given away 
a huge amount of produce. Thank you 
also for caring for your gardens so 
beautifully. Not only has the garden been 
a gift to the tables in Canby and 

elsewhere, it’s been a gift for the eyes as 
well. 
 
We look forward to gardening with you 
again next year! 
 
Pastor Karen, Del Hildreth, Dennis  and 
Judy Elvey 
 
Canby United Methodist Church “Grounds 

for Growth” Community Garden 
 

Can You Serve? 
 

The 2016 Lay Leadership Committee 
(Nominations) may be asking you this 
question within the next few weeks. 
Being a part of a community of faith 
involves support and participation in the 
daily workings of our church.  It may 
take a village to raise a child but it also 
takes a congregation to nuture a healthy, 
thriving church.  Please say “yes” when 
you are asked to serve.  

 
 
October Birthdays 
1st Amy Ackerman  
2nd Serenity Munson 
3rd Violet Parsons  
13th Barbara Kahle 

18th Serena Laitinen 
22nd Shirley Wright 
26th     Bobbie Knapp 
30th     Thor Laitinen    
                 Sharon Trimble 
 

Greeters for October 
 

Oct. 2 Joe & Sharon Perez 
 
Oct. 9 Gerri Ballas 
  Nadine Beck 
 
Oct. 16 Al & Nori Zeig 
 
Oct. 23 Ken & Deanna Johnson 
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Oct. 30 Ron & Shelly Parsons 
 

Coffee Hour for October 
 

Oct. 2 Geni Pieelekau 
  Bess Milhauser 
  Dwight & Bobbie Knapp 
 
Oct. 9 Laura Oldenkamp 
  Audrey Oldenkamp 
  Nadine Beck 
  Marilyn Gatica 
 
Oct. 16 Lori Baker 
  Sheila Brown 
  Tim & Kristie VandeKamp 
 
Oct. 23 Bob Cambra 
  Julie Chapin 
  Phil & Sarah Seale 
 
Oct. 30 All Church Potluck 
  Sheila Brown 
  Jill Taylor 
  Judy Elvey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Canby United Methodist Church 
 1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 
 503-263-6419, 
 www.canbyumc@canby.com 
 Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 
  Pastor – Karen Shimer 
 Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter, 
 Stephanie Cook 
 Custodian – Roy Morales 
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October 2016 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
GR: J. & S. 
Perez 
CH: G. 
Pittlekau, B. 
Milhauser, D. & 
B. Knapp 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

 UMW Gen. 
Mtg. 10 am 
 
Charge 
Conf. 6:00-
8:30 pm 
 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
GR: G. Ballas, 
N. Beck 
CH: L. 
Oldenkamp, A. 
Oldenkamp, N. 
Beck. M. Gatica 
Consecration 
Sunday 

 
 
 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees 
7 pm 

 Wesleyans @ 
J. Whitcomb’s  
1 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
UMW 
RETREAT 
GR: A. & N. 
Zieg 
CH: L. Baker, 
S. Brown, T. & 
K. VandeKamp 
 

 
 
 
 
Pastor 
Karen on 

 
Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Renewal 

 
 
 
 
 
Leave 

 
 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
GR: K. & D. 
Johnson 
CH: B. Cambra, 
J. Chapin, P. & 
S. Seale 
Guest Speaker 
– Ray Keen 
 
 

 Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm  

 UMW Exec. 
Bd., 11 am 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 
 
 
 
 

30 31      
GR: R. & S. 
Parsons 
All Church 
Potluck 
S. Brown, J. 
Taylor, J. Elvey 
Guest Speaker 
– Susan 
Brehmer 
 

 

     

Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm 
 
 


