
The 
Messenger 

 
From The Pastor’s Desk….. 

 
Over the weeks in October we will be 
looking at gratitude through various 
lenses.  Gratitude draws our hearts to 
God’s work in the present and the 
future. As we focus on the Israelites still 
wandering in the wilderness, we find that 
their gratitude for God’s provision gets 
swallowed up in looking back at the past. 
They are unsettled and questioning God 
and they forget to be grateful. (Exodus 
17) 
 
Gratitude involves recognizing 
abundance in surprising places. 
When God gives them some promises 
and boundaries in the form of the Ten 
Commandments, they are challenged to 
embrace God’s character, God’s provision 
and God’s protection. (Exodus 20) 
 
Gratitude invites us to choose to 
receive the gifts that are offered. 
Jesus tells a parable in Matthew 22 which 
involves the invitation to a wedding. 
Some accepted, many declined, and 
unexpected guests were welcomed to the 
feast in place of the honored guests. 
 
Gratitude brings us face to face with 
God. When we leave behind the things 
that drag us down, and we climb to 
places where God can be more easily 
seen, He becomes clearer to us and our 
hearts are simply overwhelmed with 
gratitude. 
 
Gratitude reminds us to say thank 
you. When Jesus healed ten lepers, only 
one came back to say thank you. He was  
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by far the most blessed, as he connected 
personally with Jesus. 
 
As we cultivate a spirit and active 
behavior of gratitude and joy overflows 
our hearts and minds, we cannot help 
but “return thanks” in a variety of 
ways by giving time, love, money, hugs, 
smiles, a listening ear, a compassionate 
heart. May we move into this coming 
year of kingdom ministry with hearts 
growing in gratitude and lives brimming 
with the reality of God’s abundance. 
 
With deep gratitude for the gift of being 
in ministry with each one of you,  
 
Pastor Karen 
 

Scriptures for October 2017 

Lectionary Scriptures for  
October 2017 

Preaching Focus: Gratitude as a 
Springboard for Giving 

October 1, 2017 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 
Exodus 17:1–7 
Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16  
Philippians 2:1–13 
Matthew 21:23–32 

 October 8, 2017 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20 
Psalm 19  
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Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33–46 

October 15, 2017 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:1–14 
Psalm 106:1–6, 19–23 
Philippians 4:1–9 
Matthew 22:1–14 

October 22, 2017 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 33:12–23 
Psalm 99  
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 
Matthew 22:15–22 

October 29, 2017 
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 34:1–12 
Psalm 90:1–6, 13–17 
1 Thessalonians 2:1–8 
Matthew 22:34–46 

Special Messy Church Focus: 
Gratitude – Coming Back to Say Thank 
You 
Luke 17:11-19 

“Among the things you can give and still 
keep are your word, a smile and a 
grateful heart.”   Zig Ziglar 

 
UMCOR Responds… 

You Respond* 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) is the relief and 
development arm of The United 
Methodist Church.  UMCOR is not a first-
response organization, but they are 
ready to accompany communities in 
need of long-term recovery.  They do 
this through working with United 
Methodist congregations in affected 
areas, through partnerships with other 

relief and development agencies, and 
through direct action.  Because we care 
for the administrative costs of UMCOR 
through other channels, every cent you 
give to Disaster Response and other 
projects through UMCOR goes to that 
project.  Because of their partnerships 
around the world, they learn what is 
needed from local folks and bring what 
they can bring to add to the aid provided 
by others -- not duplicating efforts but 
filling out needs in a more complete way. 

An article on the UMCOR 
website gives a brief summary of 
work being done around the world: 

• in response to the tragic mudslide in 
Sierra Leone 

• in Texas following Hurricane Harvey 
• in Louisiana following Hurricane 

Harvey 
• in Florida following Hurricanes Harvey 

and Irma 
• In Georgia following Hurricane Irma 
• In South Carolina following Hurricane 

Irma 
• In Puerto Rico and the US Virgin 

Islands following Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria (click here for a video of 
UMCOR's commitment) 

• In non-US Territories in the Caribbean 
following Hurricanes Irma and Maria 

• In Mexico following devastating 
earthquakes. 

• in Western USA following summer 
forest fires 

When you support UMCOR through 
monetary donations or through relief 
kits, you are directing aid efficiently 
and generously across the world.   

You can donate through your local 
church or online: 

• US Disaster Response, (Advance 
Special #901670) 
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• International Disaster Response 
(Advance Special #982450) 

• Material Resources (Relief Kits) 
(Advance Special #901440) 

*UMOI website, Cascadia District 
Newsletter, umoi.org 

 

SPRC 

SPRC will be meeting in October to put 
together the  2018 Clergy Compensation 
package for Pastor Karen.  This process 
is dictated by the Conference guidelines 
through a worksheet that provides the 
necessary information to complete the 
compensation recommendation.  This 
package will go to Finance for approval 
and then recommended to the Church 
Council for approval also and then go to 
our annual Charge Conference on 
October 29 for final approval. 

In addition the committee will review our 
Safe Sanctuaries Policy for any revisions 
or updates.  If you wish to give some 
input, please contact one the the SPRC 
members: Sarah Seale, Gail Hildreth, 
Audrey Oldenkamp, Ron Parsons, Bob 
Cambra, and Gerris Ballas. 

 

FINANCE 
 

The September giving summary was a 
little surprising.    We will be using 
$1,000 of our contingency fund in 
September in order to cover the 
expenses and we will not be sending 
anything additional toward Shared giving 
to Conference.   We can still finish 2017 
strong and I feel that we will. 
 
Third quarter giving statements will be 
available by mid October and will be 

distributed to those in attendance with 
the balance being mailed.  As always, if 
you see anything that does not make 
sense, please contact the church office. 
 
The 2018 budget development will begin 
soon.   We look at every line item to see 
what the trends of cost changes appear 
to be.  We already know that the CUMC 
portion of Shared Giving for 2018 is 
significantly lower than it has been. 
About $3,000 lower from what I 
recall.  Maybe we will be able to help 
some with the district asking that we 
have not had anything for quite a few 
years.  We continue to develop more 
"church use" income in a variety of ways. 
 
Don't forget, that you can process your 
giving online through Vanco Payment 
Solutions.  The link to this is on the 
church website.   We also are working on 
a plan to have an ipad available most 
Sundays for those that might want to 
have this option.   We will have more on 
this as we figure out the staffing and 
training. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 
 

Annual Pledge Drive 
 

As we enjoy the bounty of harvest in the 
fall, this season is also a time to reflect 
on all the blessings in our lives that we 
are grateful for…one of which is our 
church family.  Each year at this time, 
we are asked to prayerfully consider how 
we can contribute to CUMC to continue in 
our ministry to the community and to 
each other.  October 8 will begin our 
annual pledge drive for the new year, 
and November 12 will be Consecration 
Sunday when we will dedicate these 
pledges in our service to God. 
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TRUSTEES 
 

The Ladies Restroom next to the office 
has a lovely new floor and a new 
commode.  Plans are underway to 
replace the sinks and perhaps give the 
room a new paint job. There is a bulge I 
the siding in one area of the building that 
may be the result of water damage, and 
there are still a few irrigation issues that 
need to be addressed.  The shed doors 
have been replaced so that access to the 
equipment in that shed is more efficient.  
The doors have also been painted.  
Another project complete! 

 
Please note the 
following if you 
are a gardener in 
the community 
garden, “Grounds 
for Growth:   
 
1. The garden 
season will be 
officially over 

October 28th. Please clean debris and 
garden equipment/supports away from 
your plot(s) by this date.  
 
2. Please dispose of weeds and plant 
materials in the designated compost 
area. Tomato vines are ok. 
 
 3. Take sunflower heads and 
tomatoes away from the garden 
area. Please do not put them in the 
compost pile. 
  
4. Place cornstalks and sunflower stalks 
(without the heads) in a separate pile to 
be chipped. 5. If you want to speak for a 
plot and reserve it for next year, please 
let us know and send payment at this 
time. If there is a raise in rates, we will 
settle accounts in the spring. Please 
make sure you have reserved the plot for 
next year before making any soil 

amendments.  
 
6. If you want to plant a winter garden in 
your summer plot, you are welcome to 
do so. You’re invited to make a donation 
to the garden fund if you use the plot 
over the winter. Checks can be made out 
to Canby United Methodist Church and 
can be mailed or brought in to the office. 
Please write “Garden” on the memo line.  
Thank you so much for gardening with us 
this year. Together we have given away 
a huge amount of produce. Thank you 
also for caring for your gardens so 
beautifully. Not only has the garden been 
a gift to the tables in Canby and  
elsewhere, it’s been a gift for the eyes as 
well.  
 
We look forward to gardening with you 
again next year!  
 
CUMC Grounds for Growth Community 
Garden 

 

 
Our September Meeting was on Sept. 
9th, in the Adult Sunday School room at 
1:00pm.  Deanna Johnson and Shirley 
Wright reported on their Mission-U 
experience, "What is a Covenant 
Community?" 
 
They answered that question by sharing 
the different types of covenants God 
makes with us.  A more substantive 
presentation of their Retreat will be 
presented in October. 
 
Then, Sharon Perez presented about 
"Our One Great Big Beautiful Biblical 
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God", an article in the July/August 
Response Magazine, written by 
Leigh Goodrich, a pastor at Lexington 
United Methodist Church in Lexington, 
Massachusetts.  She introduces 
expanding concepts of our names for 
God(and it's Biblical origins) as an 
important step toward bringing us closer 
to one another and to God. 
 
The UMW will be going to it's Annual 
Conference in Forest Grove, Saturday, 
Sept. 30th.  We will meet at the Church 
at 7:00 a.m. and go from there! The 
theme will be, "Living with God, Earth 
and Each Other".  Coyote Marie. a 
Cherokee woman, will be our keynote 
speaker. 
 
Finally, we will be going to the beach, 
Oct. 8, 9 & 10 to plan for 2018. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex for help 
with or for a "booth" at the UMW's Fall 
Bazaar, Nov. 17th and 18th! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Sharon Perez 
 
PS Come join us at our United Methodist 
Women's get-togethers usually the 
second Saturday of each month, at 
1:00PM, at the Church. 
 
We'd love to see you! 
 
Dates to Remember:  
 
Oct. 7, 2017 - No UMW Meeting. 
 
Oct. 8 - 10 - 2017 - The UMW will leave 
after church to to go to Neskowin, 
Oregon for a retreat and planning for 
2018. 
 
Oct. 12, 2017 - Wesleyan Circle will meet 
at Spring Ridge Retirement Center at 
32200 SW French Prairie Road, 

Wilsonville, OR with Jan Whitcomb  at 
l:00 p.m.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Nov. 4, 2017 - UMW Meeting at 1:00 
p.m. at church. 
 
Nov. 17 & 18, 2017 - Fall Bazaar 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Dec, 9, 2017 - Tea at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 

Fair Report 
 

More pie statistics:  Bobbie Knapp 
reported at a recent Church Council 
meeting that 421 pies were baked, and 
the display case was a great addition to 
the booth.  The profit this year came in 
about $9,350.00.   

 
Care Team 

I am so proud to be on this Team with 
the likes of Gerri Ballas, Peggy Yeats, 
and Phyllis Stuart-Meyer!  We send 
cards, transport people, visit and pray 
for shut-ins, those that are ill or just 
need a friend.  Each month we meet on 
the 3rd Thursday, at 10:00 a.m., at the 
Church.   
 
If God touches your heart to do this kind 
of work, come and join us! 
 
For the month of September, we sent 12 
cards, made 6 visits, transported 22 
people and made 10 phone calls so far... 
Blessings on all who visit, call, send a 
card or pray for a member of this Church 
or not a member of our Church! 
 
Hugs, 
Sharon Perez 
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RECYCLING 
 

 
 
Keep them coming.   It seems like we are 
redeeming about $75 to $100 per 
month.  Empty green bags are at the 
church most Sundays.  Plastic, glass and 
aluminum all in the same bag.  Not 
everything plastic or glass is redeemable, 
but I still make sure they get recycled. 
 
Mark 
 

Can You Serve? 
 

The 2017 Lay Leadership Committee 
(Nominations) may be asking you this 
question within the next few weeks. 
Being a part of a community of faith 
involves support and participation in the 
daily workings of our church. It may take 
a village to raise a child but it also takes 
a congregation to nuture a healthy, 
thriving church. Please say “yes” when 
you are asked to serve.  

 

October Birthdays 

   1st   
Amy Ackerman 
22nd Shirley Wright 
26th Bobbie Knapp 
29th Sharon Perez 
30th Thor Laitinen 
 Sharon Trimble 

 

 

 

Greeters for October 

Oct. 1 Marilyn Gatica 
  Peggy Yeats 
 
Oct. 8 Heidi Laitinen 
  Mara Laitinen 
 
Oct. 15 Ken & Deanna Johnson 
 
Oct. 22 Al & Nori Zieg 
 
Oct. 29 Shirley Wright 
  Phyllis Stuart-Meyer 
 

Coffee Hour for October 
 

Oct. 1 Del & Gail Hildreth 
  Dwight & Bobbie Knapp 
 
 
Oct. 8 Geni Pittlekau 
  Bess Milhauser 
  Karen Joy 
  Marilyn Gatica 
 
Oct. 15 Lori Cunningham 
  Peggy yeats 
  Tim & Kristie Vande Kamp 
 
Oct. 22 Bob Cambra 
  Judy Zettegren 
  Ken & Deanna Johnson 
 
Oct. 29 All Church Potluck 
  Sheila Brown 
  Judy Elvey 
 

 
 Canby United Methodist Church 
 1520 N. Holly St., Canby, OR 97013 
 503-263-6419, www.canbyumc@canby.com 
 Website: www.canby.com/canbyumc 
  Pastor – Karen Shimer 
 Admin. Asst.—Marilyn Gatica 
 Organist/Accompanists – Wes & Trena Nutter, 
 Stephanie Cook 
 Custodian – Roy Morales 

 



October 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

GR: J. Padden, 
P. Yeats 
CH: D. & G. 
Hildreth, D. & B. 
Knapp 

      

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
GR: H. & M. 
Laitinen 
CH: G. 
Pittlekau, B. 
Milhauser, K. 
Joy, M. Gatica 
SPRC 12:00 
pm 
UMW 
Planning 
Retreat 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 
Trustees 
TBA 
 

 Wesleyans @ 
J. Whitcomb’s, 
1 p.m. 
 
Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 
 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
GR: K. & D. 
Johnson 
CH: L. 
Cunningham, P. 
Yeats, T. & K. 
VandeKamp 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

 
 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
GR:  A. & N. 
Zieg 
CH: B. Cambra, 
J. Zettegren, K. 
& D. Johnson 
Church 
Council  
12:45 pm 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

 Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  

29 30 31     
Gr: S. Wright, J. 
Chapin 
CH: 5th Sunday 
Potluck, S. 
Brown, J. Elvey 
Charge Conf. 
7:00 pm 

Season of 
Spanish 
6:45-8:15 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 

  

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 

 
 


