
The 
Messenger 

 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 

“Be patient toward all that is unsolved in 
your heart and try to love the questions 
themselves, like locked rooms and like 
books that are now written in a very 
foreign tongue. Do not now seek the 
answers, which cannot be given you 

because you would not be able to live 
them. And the point is, to live 

everything. 
Rainer Maria Rilke 

 
“You do not want to leave too, do you?” 
Jesus asked the Twelve. 
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life. 

John 6:67-68 
 

These past six months have brought 
their share of unanswered questions for 
me.  In an atmosphere of prayer flurries 
and trial and error with foods and 
medicines, the outward signs of my skin 
rash are improving but not completely 
healed and the mystery is only a tiny bit 
clearer. As in many parts of life, some 
answers bring deeper questions.  
 
This is the gift of being human, I think. 
We all experience many moments in life 
where the thing that seems the clearest 
is the question and any answer seems 
far from reach. Illness, chronic pain, 
aging, work, retirement all bring similar 
invitations to rest in the questions and 
wait (sometimes not so patiently). 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Karen 
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Scriptures for September 
2018 

 
September 2, 2018 
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Pastor Karen out of town on vacation 
Marilyn Gatica leading  “Corritos y 
Bendiciones” 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9  
James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
September 9, 2018  
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 or Psalm 124  
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 
 
September 16, 2018  
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19  
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 
 
September 23, 2018  
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 
 
September 30, 2018  
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124  
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 
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Charge Conference 
 

Fall is fast approaching and with it comes 
the Annual Charge Conference.  CUMC 
will hold our conference on Thursday, 
October 4, at 7:00 pm with our DS Tim 
Overton-Harris.  As always, this will be a 
time to look back on all that has 
happened over the past year in our 
church, and also gather our thoughts 
about how we plan to go forward to meet 
goals and complete our vision.  Mark 
your calendars now so you will make 
attending this annual meeting a priority. 
 

Finance 
 

August is typically a lower income month 
so the fact that income was a bit lower 
than expenses in August is not too 
surprising.  Because we had saved a little 
bit the prior two months, we still had 
enough to cover expenses including 
payroll.  We spent most of the amount 
being reserved for the expected change 
in office payroll costs, but we have not 
used contingency funds yet in 2018. 
 
SPRC has informed Finance that there 
will be a request to start paying for office 
help which has been totally volunteer for 
quite some time.  Work is underway to 
define the tasks that will be included in 
the revised paid scope of work.   In 
discussions with church leaders, it is 
understood that based on current 
income, this change will impact the 
amount we are able to send toward 
apportionments.  It is expected that this 
change will start on October 1.  I would 

urge prayer for guidance on how best to 
balance our income to overall 
expenses.  With this news please 
consider your ability to help meet this 
additional monthly financial need.  Once 
the monthly amount is decided I will 
provide more detail. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp, Chair 
 

 
 
Now that the pies are made and sold, it's 
time to concentrate on our fall line-up of 
activities! 
 
The Wesleyans will be meeting at the 
home of Sharon Perez on Thursday, 
Sept. 6th at 1:00 PM for lunch. 
 
On Saturday, Sept. 8th, the UMW will be 
meeting at the Church to discuss and 
plan for our Church Bazaar on Nov. 15th 
and 16th!  We will also be discussing 
how to decorate the room next to the 
Sunday School room as our UMW 
meeting place.  
  
On Sunday, Sept. 9th, our Sunday School 
for children will commence.  Lots to do! 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you. 
 
Sharon Perez, President 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Sat. Sept. 8 - UMW Meeting at the 
church at l:00 PM. 
 
Thursday, Sept. 13 - Wesleyans at  
1:00 pm at the home of Sharon Perez 
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The Care Team 
 

First, a big THANK YOU to Bobbie 
Knapp for preparing the slices of pie for 
our "shut-ins" and ill members.  Also, a 
big thank you to all of you who helped 
me deliver those pies! 
 
Those members where so grateful to 
receive a slice of pie!!  It feels good to be 
remembered in such a tangible way. 
 
The Care Team sent out 52 cards; made 
9 visits and 6 calls for during the month 
of August. 
 
Thank you to our Care Team members! 
Sharon Perez 
 
 

 
 

Clackamas County Fair 
 

We did it!   Another successful year.  Our 
sales were $15,556, up $600 from last 
year.  We had our biggest sales ever on 
Saturday at $4002.  The kitchen crew 
baked 424 pies, and we sold 2387 slices 
of pie.  The quality of the pies was 
excellent and our customers were so 
appreciative. 
 
I'm always amazed how smoothly the 
project runs.  Everyone from the church 
has a part in our success. We seem to all 
know what has to be done and it all 

happens with camaraderie and 
laughter.  Everyone is tired at the end, but 
I'm still hearing conversation about next 
year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped get 
fruit and berries in the freezers, thanks to 
Deanna Johnson and Sharon Perez for 
cleaning the kitchen, a special thank you 
to all the dishwashers, thank you to the 
drivers, Mark Oldenkamp and Phil Seale, 
who  kept the booth supplied with pies 
and workers.  Thanks to Jill Kahle for 
purchasing, supervising the cashiers and 
depositing the money.  Thanks to Anna 
Lamb who always picks up the cash 
register for us.  
 
Thank you to the men who moved 
everything to the booth, helped set up the 
booth and hauled it a back to the church 
when the fair was done.  Thank you to 
Marilyn Gatica for all of her help and 
support.  Thank you to Pastor Karen for 
her prayers and support. Thank you to all 
the booth supervisors, booth workers and 
cashiers.  Thank you to the people who 
washed the laundry and to those who 
found workers for us.  A special thanks to 
Bob Cambra for his help in doing 
whatever needed to be done. Thank you 
to Sheila Brown, Lori Baker and Laura 
Oldenkamp for supervising the kitchen 
and to all the bakers.   
 
A lot of our workers were friends and 
family who do not attend our 
church.  They worked serving pie, baking 
pies and as cashiers…66% of our pie 
servers at the booth were from outside 
the church.  We could not do this project 
without them. We are thankful for all of 
their help.  
 
Bobbie Knapp, Chair 
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Recycling 
 

I think we had about $150 in recycling 
income in August.  We were able to 
capture some of the water bottle empties 
from our fair pie booth which we 
deposited.  As we have evolved, the 
special green bags are available most 
Sundays.  We did use $1,000 from the 
special account to partially pay for the 
speed bumps.  I believe the speed 
bumps will be installed in the next week 
or so. 
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
 

Bits & Pieces 
 
Just wanted to add a note of thanks to 
the newsletter this month for all the 
cards, phone calls, food gifts, and 
prayers I have received from my church 
family since my back surgery.  Being a 
recipient of all this care and love has 
made me realize how comforting and 
encouraging it is to extend this 
thoughtfulness to those in need.  I am 
sure others in our church family who 
have been cared for feel the same way…I 
am lucky to have the means to thank 
everyone.  This is certainly what church 
is all about. 
 
Thank you, 
Sarah Seale 
 

Greeters for August 
 

Sept. 2 Laura Oldenkamp 
  Audrey Oldenkamp 
 
Sept. 9 Kayla Parson 
  Ki Sweeney 
 
Sept. 16 Shirley Wright 
  Diana Trujillo 
 

Sept. 23 Marilyn Gatica 
  Sharon Perez 
 
Sept. 30 Dwight & Bobbie Knapp 
 
 

Coffee Hour for August 
 
Sept. 2 Phyllis Thompson 
  Diana Trujillo 
  Julie Chapin 
  Shirley Wright 
 
Sept. 9 Leta Bunnell 
  Sheila Brown 
  Dwight & Bobbie Knapp 
   
Sept. 16 Mark & Laura Oldenkamp 
  Heidi Laitinen 
  Mary Ann Brown 
 
Sept. 23 Ron & Shelly Parsons 
  Peggy Yeats 
 
Sept. 30 FIFTH SUNDAY POTLUCK 
  Sheila Brown 
  Bob Cambra 
  Lacie McCormick 
 

September Birthdays 
 

5th Ken Dworschak 
9th Jill Kahle 
16th Laura Oldenkamp 
22nd Mariah Laitinen 
28th Veronica Reed 
29th Andrew McCormick 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

 
 

  
 

 

    

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
GR: L. 
Oldenkamp, A. 
Oldenkamp 
CH: P. 
Thompson, D. 
Trujillo, J. Chapin, 
S. Wright 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
 
 

   UMW Mtg 
1:00 pm 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
GR: K. Parson, K. 
Sweeney 
CH: L. Bunnell, S. 
Brown, D. & B. 
Knapp 
Sunday School 
Begins 

 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 
Trustees 
TBA 
 

 
 

Wesleyans, 
@ S. Perez’s, 
1:00 pm  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
GR: S. Wright, D. 
Trujillo 
CH: M. & L. 
Oldenkamp, H. 
Laitinen, M.A. 
Brown 
 

Finance 
7:00 pm 
 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
 2-3 pm 

  
 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
GR: M. Gatica, 
S. Perez 
CH: R. & Shelly 
Parsons, 
P. Yeats 

GR: D. & B. 
Knapp 

CH: FIFTH 
SUNDAY 

POTLUCK 
S. Brown, B. 

Cambra, L. 
McCormick30 

 
Church 
Council 
6:00 pm 

Tea at 
Cutsforth 
Thriftway 
2-3 pm 
 

  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 

       
Canby F.O.T.S. AA Meetings, M-F, 5:30 pm  Stepping Up Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm  
Co-Dependency Group Meeting, Wednesdays, 7 pm  Girl Scouts, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:45 pm 
Prayer Meeting @ Amy Ackerman’s, Tues.1 pm  Boy Scouts, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm 
Quilters, 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 1 pm   Zumba, M-Th., 10-11 am, Wed. Evening 6:30 pm 
Iglesia Apostolica, Sun. 1 pm, Fri. 7 pm 
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